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PRELIMINARY AGENDA

The role culture plays in social development and economic integration in our Hemisphere
I. 
PREPARATORY SESSION


This session includes:  Election of the Chair and Vice-Chairs, establishment of the Style Committee, and consideration of the Draft Agenda and Schedule for the Meeting.

II. 
OPENING SESSION

Words of welcome and presentations by Mexican Government authorities and the Organization of American States and the Inter-American Development Bank.

III. 
PROGRESS REPORT SINCE THE FIRST MINISTERIAL OF CARTAGENA

· Inter-American Committee on Culture

· Preservation of Cultural Heritage

· Partnerships for Cooperation

· Inter-American Cultural Policies Observatory (ICPO)

· Culture and Sport
IV. 
SESSION WITH CIVIL SOCIETY AND INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS

· Report by a representative of civil society.

· Report on the Inter-Agency Meeting by a representative from an international organization.

V. 
SESSIONS FOR DISCUSSION AND ANALYSIS OF KEY ISSUES


The objective of this meeting is to analyze and discuss three fundamental issues as indicated below. Papers were commissioned that put these topics into contexts and present challenges, opportunities and questions to be considered. These papers are to be discussed and analyzed by the Ministers of Culture and Highest Appropriate Authorities
.

What role does culture play in social development and economic integration in our Hemisphere?

1: Culture as an engine for economic growth, employment and development. Within this topic, consider:

· The need to develop indicators that can link cultural policies to economic, social and fiscal/tax related policies.

· The need to establish partnerships at the national and regional level as well as with international organizations. 
2:  Challenges faced by cultural industries. Within this topic, consider:

· Legislation and policies to promote cultural industries
, strengthen them and increase their competitiveness.

· New Technologies relevant to cultural industries.

· The perspective on the Convention on the Protection of the Diversity of Cultural Content and Artistic Expression.

3: Culture as a tool for inclusion, social cohesion and fight against poverty. Within this topic, consider: 

· Development of programs geared towards the inclusion of all the population in particular those of the marginalized sectors
.

· Establishment of partnerships with Civil Society.

VI. SESSION FOR DISCUSSION AND DECISION ON FUTURE ACTIONS

· Inter-American Cultural Policies Observatory (ICPO) and other actions.

VII. DISCUSSION AND ADOPTION OF THE DECLARATION AND MINISTERIAL PLAN OF ACTION
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� 	Each topic will be presented by three Ministers (keeping subregional balance in mind). Each Minister will have 7 minutes to make a brief presentation based on the aforementioned paper and will give their subregion perspectives on the topic at hand. These presentations will open the floor for debate.  


� 	Taking some elements of the UNESCO definition of cultural industries, the latter are industries that combine the creation, production and commercialization of contents which are intangible and cultural in nature. These contents are typically protected by copyright and they can take the form of a good or a service, i.e., books, magazines, newspapers, music records, film and videos, multimedia products, arts and crafts and design".


� 	Special considerations will be made for programs that are geared towards the youth, indigenous peoples, the unemployed, senior citizens and disabled peoples, giving priority to programs oriented toward women that find themselves within the aforementioned categories.





