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CONCLUSIONS

OF THE MEETING OF WORKING GROUP 1

“Decent work as an instrument of development and democracy in the context of globalisation”

Session 1: Articulation of labour, social and economic policies for the generation and promotion of Decent Work

· Need to strengthen Labour Ministries in the skills necessary to articulate labour, social and economic policies (for ex more analysis and discussion of labour, trade policies; need to incorporate in structure of Labour Ministries units of economic and statistical analysis with the goal of achieving a language and common vision with other spheres of government)

· Coordination between Labour Ministries and Foreign Relations Ministries is fundamental in the framework of the General Assembly of the OAS among other forums.

· Strengthen mechanisms of articulation and coordination at the government level (for example Ministerial Councils).

· Need to guarantee participation of social actors in articulation mechanisms, according to needs
· Importance of coordination at LOCAL level. Evolve articulation mechanisms of coordination and bring them down to sub-national levels (region, department, municipality)
· Tension between need to institutionalise the articulation mechanisms and risk of bureaucratisation – Search for flexible institutionalisation. This discussion of degree and need to institutionalise can be interesting topic to explore in the future.

· On the basis of these conclusions a conceptual framework will be drawn up for the Workshop foreseen for the second half of the year.  It was decided that the countries will send their Technical Secretary and suggestions on content of the Workshop before the end of May. In addition, the countries especially interested in development of this Workshop can participate more actively.

·  Continue strengthening the Strategic Alliance between the labour, education, health and environment sectors.  In particular, promote the participation of the President of the Inter-American Conference of Labour Ministers in the 47th Directing Council of the PAHO with the aim of drawing up a regional plan of collaboration between the four sectors. 
Session 2: Promotion of Policies aimed at creating Decent Work
· One of the concerns expressed by countries is the difficulty of harmonising decent work with the phenomenon of globalisation, which implies opportunities and challenges.

· The need to drive forward a global strategy of promotion of Decent Work that should be advanced in international organisations. The Millennium Development Goals and the Global Pact of the United Nations should be oriented in this sense.

· In order to advance in concrete improvements in the application of the concept of Decent Work it is necessary that the policies and programmes applied be permanent.

· ILO can continue supporting the drafting of National Programmes of Promotion of Decent Work.

· Need to link policies around the promotion and effective application of Decent Work. Work should continue in considering the relation between trade negotiations and the promotion and generation of decent work.
Session 3: The Promotion of Decent Work in Micro, Small and Medium-sized Enterprises
· Publicise and carry out follow-up to the MISME Congress of The Americas.

· Mayor articulation between the Labour Ministries and MISME Congress 

· Continue strengthening of Portfolio of consolidated programmes of support of the MISMEs, in charge of the OAS.

·  Continue studying the conditions in each country for constituting enterprises, according to the national legislation, advancing in the simplification of administrative procedures. Foment the promotion of decent work in the cooperatives and other production units. 
Session 4: Policies and programmes of national and sub-regional employment
· Verify advances in the establishment of sub-regional commitments regarding employment. Need that these commitments influence the establishment of national employment plans.
· These national plans should consider the regions of each country’s interior and the development of local communities as a way to generate employment opportunities for the local populations, contributing to the decline in internal and external migration.
· The establishment of follow-up mechanisms and evaluation of objectives for which the experiences developed around observatories of labour markets on the sub-regional and national level should be taken into account.
 These observatories should harmonize some basic concepts and dimensions for the establishment of indicators that make it possible to evaluate advances in the employment area. 

Other subjects of WG1

Migrant workers
· Canada reiterates its willingness to organise a Workshop, jointly with Mexico and in coordination with the OAS, about Labour Rights of Migrant Workers.    This workshop was included in the Calendar of Activities 2006-2007 of the IACML in the Planning Meeting of December, 2005.
· ILO can make technical contribution in treatment of individuals and migration.

· PAHO can also contribute to this Workshop.
· It is recommended that the countries which receive migrants take into account the Declarations of Mar de Plata and Mexico on labour rights of migrant workers, which are independent of their migratory conditions.

· The Technical Secretary is charged with incorporation of the IACML in the Inter-American Programme of Migrants.
· Some countries proposed the development and promotion of experiences linked with taking advantages of the skills, knowledge and competencies acquired by migrants abroad in benefit of development and employment.
Workshop on Social Protection
· Chile reiterates its willingness to hold a Workshop on Social Protection in the framework of the promotion of policies of decent work, in accordance with the Planning Meeting of Planning Inter-American Conference of Labour Ministers in December 2005. This workshop will be held in the second half of 2006.
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