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AGENDA 
Note on Methodology
The Meetings of the Working Groups are going to be completely participatory and will be divided in Thematic Sessions.  Each Session will consist of:

1) Introductory presentation

2) Presentations of some national experiences, which will serve as a basis for subsequent dialogue

3) Open dialogue among all participants, COSATE, CEATAL and international agencies – This space will be of approximately one hour per session and its goal is to reach recommendations, conclusions and steps to follow for each topic.  The active participation of the Ministries of Labor, COSATE, CEATAL and international agencies in terms of sharing experiences and perspectives is expected.  The Working Groups authorities have prepared “Guides” with the questions to be addressed in the dialogue.  It is advisable that all delegations answer these questions prior to the meeting. 

Day 1 – April 4, 2006

9:00 – 9:30
Inaugural Session
· Welcome remarks by Hon. Francisco Javier Salazar Sáenz, Secretary of Labour and Social Welfare
· Report from the IACML Technical Secretariat, by Dr. Francisco Pilotti, Director of the Department of Social Development and Employment of the OAS  

Meeting of Working Group 1 – “Decent Work as an instrument for development and democracy in the context of globalization”
Working Group 1 Authorities:
Chair: 
Mr. Julio Rosales, Director of International Affairs, Ministry of Labor, Employment and Social Security of Argentina

Vice-Chairs:
Mr. Jeremías Vargas Chavarría, Vice-Minister of Labor, Ministry of Labor and Social Security of Costa Rica and Mrs. Regina Clark, Chief of International Relations, Ministry of Labor and Social Welfare of Chile 
9:30 – 9:45
Working Group 1 Introduction 
By the Chair and Vice-Chairs of WG1 

9:45 – 11:15
Session 1: Articulation of labor, social and economic policies for the generation and promotion of Decent Work
· Presentation from Argentina, by Mrs. Marta Novick, Deputy Secretary for Technical Programming and Labor Studies, Ministry of Labor, Employment and Social Security
· Open dialogue among Member States, COSATE, CEATAL and international agencies
11:15 – 11:30 
Break
11:45 – 13:15
Session 2: Promotion of policies for generating Decent Work

· Presentation from Ecuador, by Mr. Galo Chiriboga, Minister of Labor and Employment 

· Presentation from Panama, by Mr. Edwin Salamín Jaén, Vice-Minister of Labor 
· Open dialogue among Member States, COSATE, CEATAL and international agencies
1:15 – 2:45  
Lunch
2:45 – 3:45
Session 3 (former Session 4): Promotion of Decent Work in micro, small and medium sized enterprises

· Presentation on the SME Congress of the Americas, by Mr. Iván Ornelas, Director of International Relations, Secretariat of Economy of Mexico 
· Open dialogue among Member States, COSATE and CEATAL to present the different experiences on this matter 

3:45 – 6:00  
Session 4 (former Session 3): National and sub-regional employment policies and programs

· Presentation from Costa Rica, by Mr. Jeremías Vargas Chavarría, Vice-Minister of Labor, Ministry of Labor and Social Security, on the Tripartite Sub-regional Forum on Employment within the framework of the SICA

· Presentation from Venezuela, by Mr. Ruben Molina, Director of International Affairs of the Ministry of Labor, on the II Andean Conference on Employment

· Presentation from Trinidad & Tobago, by Mr. Carl Francis, Deputy Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Labour and Small and Micro Enterprise Development
· Presentation on employment growth strategies in MERCOSUR

· Open dialogue among Member States, COSATE, CEATAL and international agencies
6:30 – 7:30
Welcome Toast in the Secretariat for Labor and Social Welfare
Day 2 – April 5, 2006

9:00 – 9:45
Consideration of other WG1 topics 
· Comments by the Technical Secretariat / OAS on the Inter-American Program for the promotion and protection of migrant workers, approved by the OAS General Assembly by Resolution AG/RES. 2141  
· Other businesses 
9:45- 10:30  
Closing remarks by the WG1 authorities – Conclusions and Recommendations  
Special Intermediate Session – XVI American Regional Meeting of the ILO
10:30 – 11:15
XIV American Regional Meeting of the ILO

· Presentation from the ILO, Mr. Leonardo Neves, Regional Office of Latin America and the Caribbean of the ILO
· Question and answer session
11:15 – 11:30 
Break
Meeting of Working Group 2  -  “Strengthening the capacities of the Ministries of Labor to respond to the challenges of promoting Decent Work in the context of globalization”
Working Group 2 Authorities:
Chair: 
Mr. Walter Palacios, Director of International Relations, Ministry of Labor and Social Welfare of El Salvador

Vice-Chairs:
Mrs. Jane Richards, International Economist, United States Department of Labor and Mrs. Susan Weissel, Chief of International Relations, Ministry of Labor and Social Security of Uruguay 
11:30 – 11:45
Working Group 2 Introduction 

By the Chair and Vice-Chairs of WG2 

11:45 – 1:15
Session 1: Employment Services
· Introductory presentation by El Salvador

· Presentation from Mexico, by Mrs. Sandra Barojas, Director of Occupational Information, General Coordination of Employment
· Presentation from Venezuela, by Mrs. Elizabeth Pinto, Director of Employment and Labor Market Studies, Ministry of Labor

· Open dialogue among Member States, COSATE, CEATAL and international agencies –moderated by El Salvador 

1:15 – 2:45
Lunch

2:45 - 4:45
Session 2: Combating Child Labor 
· Introductory presentation by the United States
· Presentation by Mr. Guillermo Dema, Sub-regional Coordinator of the International Programme on the Elimination of Child Labour -  IPEC / ILO
· Presentation from El Salvador, by Mr. Walter Palacios, Director of International Relations, Ministry of Labor and Social Welfare

· Open dialogue among Member States, COSATE, CEATAL and international agencies – moderated by the United States 

4:45 – 5:00
Break

5:00 – 6:00
Session 3: Enforcement of Labor Laws

· Introductory presentation by the United States

· Presentation from Costa Rica, by Mr. Jeremías Vargas Chavarría, Vice-Minister of Labor, Ministry of Labor and Social Security 
· Presentation from Honduras, by Mr. Jorge Ponce Turcios, Advisor to the Secretary of Labor and Social Security 
· Presentation from Barbados, by Mr. Rawle Eastmond, Minister of Labour and Civil Service
· Beginning of the open dialogue among Member States, COSATE, CEATAL and international agencies –  moderated by the United States 

Day 3 – April 6, 2006

9:00 – 9:45
Continuation of Session 3: Enforcement of Labor Laws 

· Open dialogue among Member States, COSATE, CEATAL and international agencies
9:45 – 11:30
Session 4: Social Dialogue

· Presentation of the document “Good labor relations practices in the Americas”, by Mrs. María Luz Vega, Specialist on the topics related to the ILO Declaration on Fundamental Principles and Rights at Work
· Presentations from Uruguay, by Mrs. Susan Weissel, Chief of International Relations, Ministry of Labor and Social Security

· Presentation from Mexico, by Mr. Gerardo Mosqueda, Deputy Secretary of Human Development for Productive Work, Secretariat of Labor and Social Welfare
· Open dialogue among Member States, COSATE, CEATAL and international agencies – moderated by Uruguay  

11:30 – 11:45
Break

11:45 – 12:15
Consideration of other WG2 topics 
· Second Hemispheric Workshop on Occupational Health and Safety in El Salvador – May, 2006
· Other businesses 
12:15 – 12:50
Closing remarks by WG2 authorities – Conclusions and Recommendations
12:50 – 1:00
Final comments and steps to follow regarding the Working Groups Meeting, by Dr. Francisco Pilotti, Director of the Department of Social Development and Employment of the OAS  
1:00 – 2:30
Lunch

Workshop on National Labor Awards
The Secretariat of Labor and Social Welfare of Mexico will share its experience on National Labor Awards, given to enterprises committed to innovation, productivity and competitiveness, as well as to the enhancement of quality employment.
2:30 – 2:50 
Government programs focused on enhancing productive development

2:50 – 3:00
National Labor Award Video 

3:00 – 3:30
Globalization and a New Labor Culture

3:30 – 3:50 
National Labor Award: Philosophy, characteristics and process 

3:50 – 4:00
Break 

4:00 – 4:20
Methodology and evaluation tools

4:20 – 4:45
Winners 

4:45 – 5:15
Question and answer  

5:15 – 5:45
Dialogue among Member States, COSATE and CEATAL, to present different experiences on this matter.

5:45 – 6:00
Closing session for the Workshop and the First Meeting of Working Group 1 and 2 of the XIV IACML, by Secretary Francisco Javier Salazar Sáenz. 
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