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Recommendations from Civil Society on the Fundamental Role of 
Science, Technology, Engineering, Innovation, and Science Education
 within the Framework of Discussion for the Fourth Summit of the Americas
The Office of Education, Science and Technology (OEST) of the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development of the Organization of American States (OAS), in consultation and coordination with the Summits of the Americas Secretariat, prepared and made available for Civil Society Organizations (CSO) the Virtual Forum “Civil Society on Science, Technology and Innovation” in order to facilitate discussion on the fundamental role of these areas for development in the member states, particularly in the creation of employment to confront poverty and strengthen democratic governance, central themes of the Fourth Summit of the Americas to be held in Mar del Plata in November of 2005.
This document contains the main recommendations and views provided by representatives of eleven CSO that participated in the mentioned Virtual Forum from February 15 to March 01, 2005.  Several of these CSO represent the voice of large groups, including the Asociación Interétnica de Desarrollo de la Selva Peruana (AIDESEP), that gathers indigenous population from the Peruvian Amazonia and is comprised of 6 regional organizations and 8 federations, representing a total of 1.340 communities; and the Inter-American Network of Academies of Sciences (IANAS), that includes all Academies of Sciences of the Americas. 

It is expected that the contributions from civil society presented here be taken into consideration by the OAS entities that, in preparation for the Summit of Mar del Plata, are consulting with civil society and promoting its participation, including the meetings of the Summit Implementation Review Group (SIRG) and the General Assembly. 
The Office of Education, Science and Technology promotes the participation of civil society in its activities. During the First Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities of Science and Technology within the framework of CIDI, held in Lima, Peru on November 11-12, 2004, representatives of eight CSO linked to science, technology, engineering, innovation and education participated in an open dialogue with the member states. The ministerial meeting, through the Declaration and Plan of Action of Lima, recognized the important value of civil society’s participation in the scientific and technological development and in innovation of our nations. 

Also, two of these CSO linked to the OEST’s efforts, IANAS and the Corporación para la Educación y Promoción Popular (CAUSAI), participated in the Round Table with Civil Society and Special Session of the Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS activities (CISC): “Creating Employment to Confront Poverty and Strengthen Democratic Governance,” carried out at the OAS Headquarters in Washington, D.C. on January 24-25, 2005. 

Invitations to participate in the Virtual Forum on Science, Technology and Innovation were sent by the OEST to the OCS contained in a database created with the support of national councils on science and technology from the member states within the preparatory process for the ministerial meeting, and later approved within the OAS.
The Virtual Forum was moderated by Dr. Hernan Chaimovich, Co-Chair of IANAS and member of the Board of Directors of the Brazilian Academy of Sciences, and is located at the OEST’s server: http://www.oas.org/consulta, where the CSO’s contributions as well as discussion and support documents are displayed. The following OCS participated in the Virtual Forum:  
· Academia Nacional de Derecho y Ciencias Sociales de Cordoba - Argentina

· American Chemical Society – United States
· Asociación Interétnica de Desarrollo de la Selva Peruana (AIDESEP) - Peru
· Asociación Latinoamericana y del Caribe de Entidades de Tecnologías de la Información - Argentina

· Center for Inter-American and Border Studies at the University of Texas at El Paso – United States
· Corporación para la Educación y Promoción Popular (CAUSAI) - Ecuador

· Grupo de Análisis para el Desarrollo (GRADE) – Peru
· PROCIENCIA – Uruguay
· Red Interamericana de Academias de Ciencias (IANAS)

· Red Universitaria Nacional (REUNA) - Chile

· Universidade Católica do Salvador – Brazil

Recommendations from Civil Society Organizations
Social understanding of the essentiality of Science, Technology, Innovation and Science Education (STISE) requires science teaching from the very early stage. Values such as tolerance, critical analysis of dogmas and intellectual rigor will then be part of the culture of all citizens. Science Education, from the elementary to the pos-secondary level, is critical and must be integrated with local values. Differentiation in the nature of the organizations engaged in post-secondary education,(e.g. research universities, universities, colleges, community colleges, etc) including vocational training in two year colleges, is an important component for enlarging the percentage of youth (17 to 24 year old bracket) receiving education after high school. The contribution of the local communities, learned societies, the private or public industrial (or services) sectors in setting the nature of vocational training is essential. 


Cutting edge science can be produced under economically disadvantaged circumstances; scientific development, job creation and fight against poverty are interrelated. The introduction of science, technology, engineering and innovation in our local and specific conditions, as has happened elsewhere, can determine equitable development. Information of success cases where STISE have impacted the fight against poverty, helped to create jobs and strengthened democratic governance is essential. Information and understanding of the international frameworks related to intellectual property rights and patents in all levels of society is essential, both to protect local ethnic culture, history, biodiversity and to make local inventions economically and socially useful to local society.

Society as a whole should be able to participate in the creation, and understand the uses and benefits of STISE. Limited social participation guarantees that STISE broadens, rather than decreases the social, economic and knowledge divides in our society. The capacity for investment of both public and private sectors in Latin America and the Caribbean is limited.  Public support for STISE requires social understanding of its impacts on health, poverty, creation of jobs, security and democratic governance. Private investment demands information on the return on investment of the production of local science, technology and innovation. 

The devastation of our natural resources can only be counteracted through scientific management to provide sustainable development. Environmental policies should be a central theme in the discussion of STISE applications.

Competitiveness for local business is now of global scale, therefore technology and innovation should be incorporated in small and medium-sized enterprises. Education and Information Technology are essential for the incorporation of minorities and Indigenous peoples in the open market economy.

Civil Society Organizations in Latin America and the Caribbean should play a more important role in the incorporation of STISE in national goals. Inter-American communication and organization of CSO´s is a challenge. A permanent Forum on the role of STISE for equitable development can catalyze this initiative.  
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