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(Draft to be discussed at the Preparatory Meeting of the II Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Culture and Highest Appropriate Authorities, June 17th and 18th, 2004)

We, the Ministers and Highest Appropriate Governmental Authorities responsible for cultural policies in the Americas or the support of cultural activities in the Americas (USA) conscious that cultural diversity is a substantial element of economic growth with equity; an essential condition for social development and the fight against poverty and an inherent criteria for a conception of democratic governance, met in Mexico City under the auspices of the Organization of American States, and within the framework of the commitments made at the Third Summit of the Americas in Québec City, Canada (2002), and at the Special Summit held in Monterrey, Mexico (2004).

We ratify the Declaration of Cartagena de las Indias and in particular the need to strengthen the dialogue for the recognition of and respect for diverse cultures, especially indigenous and Afro-American cultures, for the eradication of all forms of discrimination (Guatemala / Mexico)
.

Considering that the Charter of the OAS establishes that the spiritual unity of the continent is based on respect for the cultural values of the American countries and requires their close cooperation for the high purposes of civilization (OAS). 

Considering the opportunities that our rich and varied cultural diversity offers us, we analyzed, explored and established lines of action to strengthen cooperation among our countries, taking as an axis the role culture plays in social development and economic integration in our Hemisphere, and guided by the need to work together to ensure that the cultural diversity that characterizes us constitutes a decisive factor for the development and social cohesion of our countries.
We consider that it is vital to all States to recognize their cultural heritage and give full value and support to cultural activity and we endorse the need to create and sustain not only a climate that encourages freedom of thought, imagination, and inquiry, but also the conditions that facilitate the expression of this creative talent. It is also necessary for States to enhance an individual’s freedom to access and enjoy all forms of cultural activity (USA)  

We reiterate the importance of the UNESCO Universal Declaration on Cultural Diversity  adopted in 2001, and that of the Resolution adopted by the 32nd Session of UNESCO’s General Conference, so as to elaborate the preliminary draft of the International Convention on the Protection of the Diversity of Cultural Contents and Artistic Expressions. We are convinced that a hemispheric perspective in the consensus building process of the Convention is needed and we consider cultural diversity to be a crosscutting issue of the three main topics of this Declaration. (Chile and Canada) 

For that purpose, we set forth the following declaration:

Culture as an engine for economic growth, employment and development.

We reiterate the strategic need to link economic growth with equity to the strengthening of culture and the respect of cultural diversity as a fundamental part of our identities. The significant contributions of culture to economic growth are increasingly evident, making it indispensable to develop indicators that enable us to determine objectively the impact of culture in our national and international economies and to link with greater strength cultural policies to economic, trade, social and fiscal policies.

We affirm the need to depict the employment of the cultural sector in the countries of the Americas, to generate policies and legislations that contribute to the improvement of the social condition of artists and cultural workers, and to strengthen the collective management of copyrights and intellectual property rights (Colombia)

We acknowledge the importance of enhancing cooperation among all our partners and forging new partnerships with diverse sectors of society.  We commit to working more collaboratively within our governments to ensure effective coordination of interdependent issues such as democratic governance, economic growth, science and technology, gender equality, sport, health, respect for indigenous people and sustainable development. We also commit to further engaging international and regional organizations, industry associations, cultural enterprises, civil society, non-governmental organizations and other non-profit organizations. (Canada)
We emphasize the role of the cultural sector as transmitter of cultural diversity and an element of social cohesion, vital to democracy, and the identity of peoples. Countries need coherent educational, social, economic, trade and cultural policies that ensure the promotion of diversity of cultural content and artistic expressions for the benefit of all. (Canada) 
We call on international development banks, agencies and foundations (Jamaica) to foster programs that support micro, small and medium-sized enterprises, which constitute a fundamental component for economic growth and the generation of employment. 

Challenges faced by cultural
 and creative industries
We agree on the need to strengthen and promote national cultural and creative industries that, given their strategic importance, constitute one of the most dynamic sectors of our economies, and generate employment and wealth. Similarly, they open fundamental spaces for the construction and transformation of cultural identities and have a great potential to strengthen the cultural community of the Americas.

We reiterate the role of cultural and creative industries that support cultural diversity and social cohesion.  Hence, the need to formulate integral public policies that stimulate the respect for and the promotion of cultures and that are centered on cultural and creative industries as a sector of economic activity. (Guatemala)

We commit to promote the growth of cultural and creative industries, for which it is necessary to develop initiatives that strengthen and stimulate the trade of cultural goods and services, respecting their fundamental value of expressing diverse cultural identities.

We share the interest in equitably promoting the market of cultural and creative industries. We are conscious that it is necessary to improve the normative and legal frameworks to assure the protection of cultural expressions and contents, and to develop mechanisms that promote productivity and facilitate access of artistic products and services to the international market, without compromising existing trade commitments.

We will seek to ensure that in the context of economic liberalization and trade negotiations, the situation of cultural industries is taken into consideration  (Argentina, Chile y Mexico)

Culture as a tool for social cohesion and the fight against poverty (NEW – Consensus among Canada, Colombia, United States, Jamaica, Barbados, Mexico, Nicaragua)
We reaffirm the need to develop policies and programs of the cultural sector aimed towards diminishing poverty and social differences and creating employment opportunities. (Colombia)

We are convinced that culture is a factor of social cohesion and offers opportunities for social advancement and sustainable economic development.

We recognize the role culture plays in all sectors of development such as trade, finance, education and tourism; and that this needs to be taken into consideration when formulating sustainable development policies.

We will seek to establish strategies, through closer regional cooperation, that promote the increased circulation of goods and services that convey cultural content among all developed and developing countries of the region.

We recognize the need to strengthen the expression of our national, subregional and hemispheric cultural diversity.  We also recognize the role of culture in the creation of opportunities for economic growth for a large sector of our populations as well as in the promotion of their individual and collective expressions.

We value the contribution of civil society and encourage the implementation of cultural policies that engage their participation in developing programs for poverty reduction and wealth creation, especially vulnerable and marginalized sectors of society.

We emphasize the need to include and prioritize in the poverty reduction strategies being undertaken by the various countries of the Americas, cultural programs and projects geared towards the strengthening of cultural industries and micro-enterprises which generate employment and turn local economies more dynamic. (Honduras)

We encourage Member States to continue working towards rescuing, protecting and disseminating intangible culture expressed in oral literature, festivities, gastronomy an traditional arts as factors that promote cultural diversity as well as wealth and identity. (Honduras)
*****
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� We recognize that dialogue on cultural diversity should be undertaken in the context of respect for the human rights and fundamental freedoms of all individuals as a means of fostering a culture of peace that makes sustainable human development possible. This dialogue is fundamental to the recognition of and respect for diverse cultures, especially indigenous and Afro-American cultures, the eradication of all forms of discrimination including racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia, and other related forms of intolerance in our societies including discrimination against persons with disabilities, as well as to the promotion of gender equality and the achievement of full participation by all persons in the political, economic, social, and cultural life of our countries.(guatemala)





We value the contributions of ethnic, religious, and linguistic groups, particularly indigenous peoples� and people of African and Asian descent, and the influence of cultures that emerge from grassroots communities, to the cultural wealth of the Americas, and the need to promote their full and equitable participation in our societies (Guatemala)





� Taking some elements of the UNESCO definition of cultural industries, the latter are industries that combine the creation, production and commercialization of contents which are intangible and cultural in nature. These contents are typically protected by copyright and they can take the form of a good or a service, i.e., books, magazines, newspapers, music records, film and videos, multimedia products, arts and crafts and design".





