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FINAL REPORT OF THE THIRD INTER-AMERICAN MEETING OF

MINISTERS OF CULTURE AND HIGHEST APPROPRIATE AUTHORITIES

A.
INTRODUCTION

This document contains the Final Report of the Third Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Culture and Highest Appropriate Authorities, held on November 13-15, 2006, in Montreal, Quebec, Canada.  The Report includes a summary of the Meeting’s deliberations, the Statement of Montreal approved by the delegations as well as the List of Priority Activities adopted by resolution.  A list of the documents distributed during the Meeting is available in the "List of Documents”, CIDI/REMIC-III/doc. 1/06, Annex 1 of this Report.  Within the Report the reader will find links to appropriate documents in available languages.  These can also be found in the full list of links at the end, as well as in the Web page of the Department of Education and Culture (DEC), Technical Secretariat for the Ministerial, at http://www.sedi.oas.org/dec
I. BACKGROUND

During the CXIX Ordinary Meeting of the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI) held on February 27th, 2006, the Canadian delegation offered to host the Third Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Culture and Highest Appropriate Authorities, which was later convened under the aegis of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) by means of resolutions CEPCIDI/RES. 119 (CXXIV-O/06) and CEPCIDI/RES. 124 (CXXVI-O/06), in Montreal, Quebec, Canada on November 13-15, 2006. The agenda was also approved by CEPCIDI and the four main themes of discussion approved for Ministerial dialogue respond to the priorities set forth by the Heads of State in the Mar del Plata Declaration which says: “We recognize the important link between development and culture and we agree that support for culture in its many dimensions contributes to, among others, the preservation and protection of national heritage, the enhancement of the dignity and identity of our people, the creation of decent jobs and the overcoming of poverty.”
In preparing for the Ministerial Meeting, the following activities took place:

1. A Special Meeting of the Inter-American Committee on Culture (CIC)
/ held March 28, 2006 in Washington, D.C.  The objective was to discuss the 2006-2007 CIC Work Plan and begin preparations for the ministerial meeting. Among other things, the Special CIC Meeting approved the format for the Ministerial and its four themes of discussion as well as the holding of a full CIC preparatory meeting.  The Final Report for this meeting was distributed as document CIDI/CIC/doc.7/06 
2. A Preparatory Meeting, held in Washington, D.C., on August 17 and 18, 2006, to consider the Concept Papers prepared by the countries that led the discussions on each of the themes (Brazil, Guatemala, Jamaica and the United States), to review the List of Priority Activities compiled thus far, and to agree on the procedure to prepare the Montreal Final Statement.  The Final Report for this meeting was distributed as document REMIC/RP/doc.14/06.

3. A Preparatory Session prior to the Ministerial meeting held in Montreal, Quebec, Canada on November 13, 2006 that included a Technical Meeting of the CIC and of its Authorities to consider the election of the Chair and Vice Chair for the Ministerial, the Draft Agenda and Draft Work Schedule, the duration of the meeting, the deadline for presentation of proposals, and the constitution of a Working Committee to draft the Montreal Final Statement and List of Priority Activities.
4. The CIC Authorities (Chair:  Canada; First Vice-Chairs: United States and Jamaica; Second Vice-Chairs: Brazil and Guatemala) held several planning meetings and maintained constant communications from February through November 2006 to prepare for the Ministerial meeting. 

II. PARTICIPANTS

The List of Participants was published as document CIDI/REMIC-III/doc.8/06 rev 2 and includes the member States’ delegations, as well as observer countries, international organizations and civil society representatives present at the Ministerial meeting.  
III. PROCEEDINGS

In accordance with Article 24 of the Rules of Procedure of CIDI, the Ministerial meeting had a Preparatory Session, an Opening Session and four Plenary Sessions and a Closing Session, which are summarized below.
A. Preparatory Session
The Preparatory Session was held on November 13, 2006 in Montreal, Quebec, Canada.  The meeting was chaired by Andre Frenette, delegate of Canada, and Chair of the Inter-American Committee on Culture.  The objective of the meeting was to consider the election of the Chair and Vice Chair of the Ministerial, the Draft Agenda (CIDI/ REMIC-III/doc.2/06) and Draft Work Schedule (CIDI/ REMIC-III/doc.3/06), the duration of the meeting, the deadline for presentation of proposals and a constitution of a Working Committee to draft the Montreal Final Statement and List of Priority Activities.  The agreements of this Preparatory Session were reported and approved by the Ministerial Plenary Session, and are summarized below.
1. Working Committee

The Working Committee was constituted and included delegations from Brazil, Canada, Guatemala, Jamaica, and the United States which led each of the Plenary Sessions, as well as any other delegation that wished to participate, and the OAS Technical Secretariat.  The Chair of the CIC, Andre Frenette, was elected to chair the Working Committee.  It was agreed that the Working Committee would have a Rapporteur, responsible for taking notes on the Plenary Sessions and providing summary and, when appropriate, participating on a neutral manner in the Working Committee’s discussions.  A delegate from Canada who holds a similar function in the International Network on Cultural Policy (INCP) was appointed Rapporteur.  The Working Committee agreed to meet at the end of the first day to summarize the First and Second Plenary Sessions, and at midday the second day to work on the summary of the Third and Fourth Plenary Sessions.  

B. Inaugural Session
1. Opening of the Ministerial Meeting

The Inaugural Session was held on November 14, 2006 at the Ritz Carlton Hotel in Montreal, Quebec, Canada, which served as the venue for the Ministerial Meeting.  The opening of the Ministerial begun with a Thanksgiving prayer offered by Elder Kevin Deer from the Mohwak Nation of the Iriquois Confederacy.  

The main speakers at the Inaugural Session were the Assistant Secretary General of the Organization of American States, Ambassador Albert R. Ramdin; Ms. Line Beauchamp, Minister of Culture and Communication of the Province of Quebec who spoke on behalf of the Premier of Quebec Mr. Jean Charest, and by Mr. Ciro de Falco, Executive Vice President of the Inter American Development Bank.  Their speeches were distributed as documents CIDI/REMIC-III/INF.4/06, CIDI/REMIC-III/INF.8/06, CIDI/REMIC-III/INF.9/06, respectively.
The Honorable Beverley J. Oda, Minister Canadian Heritage and Status of Women of Canada, delivered the keynote address, distributed as document CIDI/REMIC-III/INF.7/06.  Minister Oda welcomed all the delegations to Canada.  In her remarks, she stressed the importance of these Ministerial meetings to exchange ideas and information and foster cooperation on cultural policy issues and to bring forward concrete, multilateral initiatives to realize shared goals in the area of culture.  Minister Oda recognized that cultural diversity contributes to social and economic dynamism.  On that note, she stressed Canada’s commitment, both in the OAS and other international forums, to promote cultural diversity, and its support for the development and adoption of the Convention on the Protection and Promotion of the Diversity of Cultural Expressions.  To close, Minister Oda emphasized the importance of the four Ministerial themes and thanked the countries leading and contributing to each session. 
2. Adoption of the Agreements reached during the Preparatory Session:

The session was temporarily chaired by the Minister of Culture of Guatemala, Mr. Manuel de Jesús Salazar Tetzaguic, who declared open the Third Ministerial Meeting of Ministers of Culture and Highest Appropriate Authorities.  

The Temporary Chair gave the floor to Mr. Andre Frenette, Chair of the Preparatory Session, to report on the agreements reached.  Mr. Frenette reported that the delegations approved without modifications the proposed Draft Agenda and Draft Work Schedule, distributed as documents CIDI/REMIC-III/doc. 2/06 rev. 1 and CIDI/REMIC-III/doc. 3/06 rev. 2; that the Meeting would last until approximately 3:30pm on Wednesday, November 15, 2006; that the deadline for presenting proposals would be midday of Tuesday, November 14, 2006, and that the Style Committee would be composed of the delegations of Colombia for the Spanish language, the United States for English, Brazil for Portuguese, and Canada for French.

In addition, Mr. Frenette reported on the constitution of the Working Committee responsible for drafting the Final Statement of this Third Ministerial.  He reported that it was agreed that this Working Committee would be composed at least of the four Vice-Chairs of the CIC –Brazil, Guatemala, Jamaica and the United States- and that all delegations would be welcome to participate.  The agreements were adopted by the Ministerial.
3. Election of Chair and Vice-Chairs:

Following the proposal presented by the Delegation of Mexico, the Honorable Beverley J. Oda, Minister of Canadian Heritage and the Status of Women, was elected by acclamation to chair the Third Ministerial Meeting.  
Following a proposal made by the Delegation of Jamaica, Mr. Gilberto Gil, Minister of Culture of Brazil, was elected by acclamation to serve as Vice-Chair. 

4. Report on Progress on Existing Commitments of the Inter-American Committee on Culture (CIC) by the Chair and the OAS Department of Education and Culture
This report was given jointly by the CIC Chair, Mr. Andre Frenette, and the OAS Director of the Department of Education and Culture, Ms. Lenore Yaffee Garcia.  The Chair’s report highlighted the progress and achievements of the CIC, including a vision for the future, while Ms. Yaffee Garcia’s comments reviewed specific activities carried out under the auspices of the CIC in fulfillment of its Work Plan.  Their joint report was distributed as CIDI/REMIC-III/INF.3/06 and can be found as Annex 3 of this Report.
Mr. Frenette recalled how the culture dialogue at the heart of the CIC has been shaped by the Third Summit of the Americas in Québec City in 2001, the First Ministerial held in Cartegena, Colombia, in 2002 and the Second in Mexico City in 2004, as well as the recent IV Summit of the Americas, each of which noted the importance of including in the inter-American agenda cultural diversity and the role of culture and cultural industries as engines of sustainable economic development and as instruments to build inclusive, cohesive societies.  In that respect, he noted how the work priorities, as well as the priority themes for the Ministerial, have been further framed by the Mar del Plata Declaration to focus on three main areas: (i) the preservation and protection of cultural heritage, (ii) culture and the enhancement of dignity and identity, and (iii) the creation of decent jobs and overcoming of poverty, as well as culture and the role of indigenous peoples.  He added that with the identification of these priorities and the establishment of a pragmatic working method that encourages a project-based approach aimed at sharing information and best practices, the CIC is taking an active role in the promotion of cooperation and, ultimately, contributing to capacity building.  This work, he informed, has also been carried out in partnership with international and subregional organizations like CARICOM, the Convenio Andres Bello, the Organization of Ibero-American States and the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB), and some civil society organization like the Inter American Culture and Development Foundation (ICDF).  In that respect, he mentioned on the efforts to joint efforts with the IDB and the ICDF to link culture and development. 

In addition, Mr. Frenette informed that the OAS member States have reported on their work in fulfilment of their commitments in the Plan of Action of the Mexico Ministerial of 2002, further providing the engagement of many countries.
/
Mr. Frenette thanked the OAS Technical Secretariat and the Canadian Heritage staff for all their support.  To conclude, he informed that this pragmatic approach, being proposed to the Ministers as a way forward, aims at ensuring an appropriate follow up through cooperation that will ultimately result in benefit to the OAS member States and the people of the Hemisphere.
Mr. Frenette’s report was complemented by the comments of Ms. Lenore Yaffee Garcia, Director of the OAS Department of Education and Culture.  She gave an overview on (i) the responsibilities of the OAS Technical Secretariat within the cultural Ministerial process, including the support provided to the CIC technical forum, to foster policy dialogue and work in coordination with OAS member States the CIC Work Plan; (ii) the tools and mechanisms available to accomplish these tasks, including the update of the Permanent Portfolio of Promising Programs in Culture, aimed at supporting horizontal cooperation
/; and (iii) and the progress made in developing initiatives in the priority areas set by the CIC Work Plan.  
On this last issue, Ms. Yaffee Garcia reported in detail about the knowledge-sharing workshops and their outcomes.  In particular she mentioned the community based cultural preservation workshop (Mexico, September 2005) to learn about the work of the National Institute of Anthropology and History of Mexico (Instituto Nacional de Antropología e Historia de Méxic -INAH) with local communities in the recognition, preservation and safeguarding of their heritage; and the three subregional workshops for Central America, the Caribbean and South America on cultural information systems (Trinidad and Tobago, March 2006; Mexico, July 2006; and Chile, September 2006) to share the experience of Canada, Chile and Mexico in building cultural information systems and disseminating their content, as well as the work carried out by some member States and regional and international organizations on cultural information systems and similar topics such as cultural indicators and satellite accounts in culture. 
To conclude, Ms. Yaffee Garcia voiced appreciation to the collaborating countries and institutions and offered the continued support of the OAS General Secretariat in future activities.
A Power Point presentation that complemented Ms. Yaffee-Garcia’s oral report was distributed as CIDI/REMIC-III/INF.5/06.

Comments by the Delegations 

The delegate from Mexico took the opportunity to thank the work of the CIC, and in particular of its Authorities and specially the collaborators at the OAS Technical Secretariat.
C. First Plenary Session
1. Discussion and analysis of Topic 1: Preservation and Presentation of Cultural Heritage

The discussions of the First Plenary Session were led by the United States and complemented by presentations given by the delegation of the Dominican Republic and the Haitian NGO, the Institute of Female Entrepreneurs.  The discussions examined key elements in cultural heritage preservation: disaster planning, preservation in a digital age and the preservation of intangible cultural heritage.  To support the Ministerial dialogue, the delegation of the United States, prepared the Concept Paper distributed as CIDI/REMIC-III/doc. 5/06. 
Presentation by the Delegation of the United States

Regarding efforts carried to prepare the culture sector in the event of a disaster, whether caused by man or nature, the delegate from the United States described one partnership effort that was begun in the United States by several government agencies and non-profit organizations in the 1990s and that continues working to better coordinate actions and have workable institutional plans for disaster preparedness and response.   Ms. Deanna Marcus, the Head of the U.S. delegation, mentioned some of the results of a Task Force created after the events of 9/11 and the devastating hurricanes of 2005.  She mentioned some of the lessons learned and actions that cultural institutions can take to be better prepared in case of disaster.  Among others, Ms. Marcus mentioned the importance of being prepared by (i) training cultural institutions personnel and identifying in advance available resources–including possible experts, publications about disaster preparedness, opening dialogue in advance with insurance companies; (ii) building relationships with their first responders, like local police and fire departments, so they are fully aware of the special needs of cultural institutions; (iii) planning for the worst by stockpiling supplies needed for salvage of collection; (iv) communication is key to manage a proper response; (v) the need to identify in advance funding resources for assistance in case of a disaster.  
To conclude, the delegate from the United States acknowledged that the challenge of cultural heritage preservation cannot be met by a government alone, and stressed the importance making every effort with the nations of the Americas and beyond to share available resources and expertise to prepare and salvage cultural heritage in the case of disaster.  The delegation of the United States shared with the Ministers a package of information with some useful resources, like the Disaster Wheel and the Library of Congress Preservation Directorate’s links to publications about disaster preparedness and response.
Ms. Marcus’s presentation was distributed as CIDI/REMIC-III/INF.10/06.

Presentation by the delegate of the Dominican Republic

The presentation of the delegation of the Dominican Republic was done by Mr. Juan Rodríguez, Deputy Director of the Museo del Hombre Dominicano, and focused on his country’s effort to digitalize cataloguing of the collection of their national museums.  A copy of his presentation was distributed as document CIDI/REMIC-III/INF.11/06.  Mr. Rodriguez informed that this initiative responded to the need to preserve and salvage the Dominican Republic’s heritage, especially the archaeological and ethnographic collections, and to have them available to the public through publication in the Web guaranteeing their protection and dissemination.  He added that this initiative in a pilot phase was developed thanks to the Ambassador’s Fund of the Embassy of the United States in the Dominican Republic.  

The delegate from the Dominican Republic described the phases of the project, including, among others, purchase of equipment, recording and cataloguing the collections, training personnel, etc.  In addition, Mr. Rodriguez mentioned some of the most important achievements of the project which include, among others, extending the program and training of personnel to 11 additional national museums, the registration of pieces that were not included in existing catalogues, and a special program the Museo del Hombre Dominicano is currently undertaking to catalogue and digitalize the Island’s cave paintings.  To conclude and on behalf of the Dominican Republic, Mr. Rodriguez offered to assist other countries of the Americas in the implementation of similar initiatives in the region.
Presentation by the Institute of Female Entrepreneurs
Ms. Geri Benoit, President of the Institute of Female Entrepreneurs, an Haitian NGO dedicated to promoting the cultural heritage and the development of small cultural enterprises in Haiti.  After a brief introduction of some of the main tangible and intangible cultural manifestations in Haiti, including artisan traditions, social practices and popular culture, story telling and music, Ms. Benoit continued to explain how the Institute came to life in 1998, as Haiti begun preparations for the commemoration of its 200th Independence Anniversary and its participation in the United States Smithsonian Folklife Festival of 2004.

Ms. Benoit recounted the work done in preparation to the Folklife Festival. Haiti’s participation helped to raise funds to protect Haiti’s heritage and to involve communities, in Haiti and abroad, in the project so that experiences relating to Haiti’s popular culture could be presented, and hence documented.  Towards that end, Ms. Benoit elaborated on a project involving the community of the village of Cazal, to carry out research of the town’s traditions and history.  Also on the implications the Smithsonian Folklife Festival approach of having the “holders” of Haitian tradition present their own culture and have direct interaction with the public.  In that respect, Mr. Benoit stressed the positive effect this approach had on peoples and communities, as they and their traditions were valued and recognized.  

In addition, Ms. Benoit underscored the particular difficulties cataloguing and preserving intangible cultural heritage in Haiti, given the oral characteristic of its culture, the difficulty in accessing the country’s rural areas and lack of trained personnel and resources.  She acknowledged that the first step to preservation is the recognition and valorization of popular culture, and she lamented that many of the institutions devoted to promoting Haiti’s culture like the Haitian People’s Museum, the National Archives, and the new Museum of Revolution face serious problems.  

To conclude, Ms. Benoit stressed the relevance of the work done thus far to raise the consciousness of Haitian nationals and foreigners on the country reality, while trying to implement change by improving the quality of life of the tradition bearers and those who use cultural and historic resources.  She thanked the host country and the United States, lead country of this Session, as well as the participating delegations for their consideration.  Ms. Benoit’s presentation was distributed as document CIDI/REMIC-III/INF.12/06
Comments by the Delegations
There was ample participation from all Delegations.  They praised the presentations and, as they commented their work in the field, agreed that the experiences presented are valuable to expand their knowledge and views on preservation and promotion of cultural heritage.  General comments underscored that heritage constitutes the collective memory and cultural practices, as well as the foundation of a people’s identity. As such it is vital to integrate all inhabitants and communities, including indigenous peoples, in its preservation as they are the rightful owners of this heritage and a great portion of its destruction come from ignorance.  They stressed the need to balance preservation and dissemination of cultural heritage so that people learn and appreciate their culture without risking the integrity of the heritage; and the importance of keeping in mind those that have migrated from their home countries when developing cultural policies and plans. To safeguard cultural heritage and fight looting and illicit trafficking, the delegates of Brazil and Dominican Republic stressed the need to strengthen cooperation, including among law enforcement officials. 
Among specific comments, Chile shared its Cartografia Cultural initiative, a national effort to map tangible and intangible heritage that has evolved into an integrated cultural information system that includes cultural heritage manifestations, institutions and more recently the outcomes of the figures produced by the satellite account in culture.  The delegate from Chile proposed the establishment of a mechanism, possibly through the OAS, to exchange information on the methodologies used by member States in systems they have developed to map and catalogue their heritage.  Expanding on the theme of digitalization of museum and archives collections the archives, the delegate from Honduras stressed the need to work together in creating common protocols that will eventually facilitate the sharing of this digitalized information, while the delegate from Brazil reminded the Ministers of the commitment of the Ministerial of Mexico to work towards a common observatory of culture. 
Regarding intangible cultural heritage, the delegate from Mexico informed that, for the first time, his government has issued a national invitation to encourage communities and civil society to register their traditions.  He reminded the delegations signatories of the UNESCO Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage, of their commitment to identify intangible cultural heritage present in their territory with a view to safeguarding them.
The delegation of Canada informed about his country’s initiatives in digitalization and offered to share its information and expertise in the area of heritage.  Likewise offered to host a one day workshop on a preservation theme relevant to the OAS member States, and presented the possibility of holding it in the framework of the international symposium “Preserving Aboriginal Heritage:  technical and traditional approaches” organized by the Canadian Conservation Institute in September of 2007.  Along the same lines, Canada showed interest in participating in the US initiative included in the List of Priority Activities, “Liking cultural heritage and communities across borders: Sister Parks for the Americas” 
D. Second Plenary Session
1. Discussion and analysis of Topic 2: Culture and the Enhancement of Dignity and Identity
The discussions of the Second Plenary Session were led by Jamaica, which produced the Concept Paper distributed as document CIDI/REMIC-III/doc. 6/06. The delegation of Ecuador and the Government of the province of Québec contributed their own experiences to the dialogue on this topic.
Presentation by the delegation of Jamaica
The delegate from Jamaica, Ms. Jennifer Griffith, presented a two-fold approach to the question of the role of culture in the enhancement of dignity and identity: through education, including all processes and mechanisms by which people gain knowledge of themselves, and by reducing poverty –without which the dignity of peoples cannot be assured and sustained- through the promotion of cultural industries.
Being education one of the foremost means by which people develop identity and build the necessary capacities to be productive citizens and positively contribute to their societies, Ms. Griffith stressed the role of all forms of education, formal and non formal, to develop critical thinking and creative expression.  She added that art and culture are essential elements and prerequisites for the development of a positive, informed and committed citizenry.  To achieve this, Ms. Griffith underscored the need to seek greater synergies between education and culture authorities.

The delegate from Jamaica continued to explain that societies in the Americas have a creative force that has contributed world-class cultural products worth promoting further through broad and energetic policies that forge collaboration among culture and tourism organizations.  This, she added, would benefit cultural industries and provide greater access to these industries by a wide cross section of young people.  Ms. Griffith concluded that authorities should engage in a collective dialogue including governmental institutions –like education, tourism, finance, civil society, and private and financial sectors in order to develop new actions and establish new priorities.  

The full text of Ms. Griffith intervention was distributed as document CIDI/REMIC-III/INF. 13/06
Presentation by the delegate of the Province of Quebec
Ms. Line Beauchamp, Minister of Culture and Communications of the Province of Quebec, made a presentation on Quebecois model of the relationship between arts and culture in schools.  She began by noting that the Quebec approach is based in a willingness to construct bridges between the spheres of education and culture.  To attain this, Quebec in 1992 approved a cultural policy that from its outset was a common effort of the Ministries of Education and Culture and sought to reflect on the role of culture in the classroom.  Today it brings together all governmental actors and is well reflected in the governmental program “Culture at School,” which aims at training citizens active in the area of culture and integrating cultural learning activities led by professional artists into school subjects like French, history or geography.  This program, she added, organizes more than 1,500 projects per year and has given 400,000 children in the province of Quebec access to cultural activities.  Ms. Beauchamp attributed the success of the program to the partnerships between education and culture authorities, and the direct contact of children with professional artists who have been recognized by the Government of Quebec.

Ms. Beauchamp also informed about support given by the Ministry of Culture to specialized professional schools and the inclusion of arts as one of the five main areas of learning for Quebecois children in traditional schools.  Regarding the later, Ms. Beauchamp highlighted that it is mandatory that Quebecois children receive weekly instruction in at least two of the following: music, dance, dramatic arts and visual arts.  She also added that cultural activities are included in the normal workload of teachers.  
Ms. Beauchamp concluded that in Quebec, the governmental policy approved in 1992 has been the determinating factor to include culture as a major component in education, and stressed that in her province the main objective is to train and raise the consciousness of young people to their own culture and identity at the same time they respect and appreciate other cultures.  
Ms. Beauchamp’s presentation was distributed as document CIDI/REMIC-III/INF. 14/06.

Presentation by the delegation of Ecuador
The presentations given by the delegates of Ecuador, Ms. Dolores Santistevan and Ms. Isabel Saad, were supported by document CIDI/REMIC-III/doc. 6/06.  To begin, Ms Saad reflected on a theoretical approach to the issue of culture and the enhancement of the dignity and identity of our people, while Ms. Santistevan shared some of the initiatives carried out by the Ministry of Education and Culture.  

Ms. Saad presented a two-fold approach.  On one hand, she reflected on the importance of governmental programs aimed at reducing poverty, guaranteeing human rights and including the intercultural component of educational programs.  On the other, she stressed the need to properly prepare cultural managers and workers who act as multipliers and generate work and wealth.  These, she added, should be complemented by governmental programs and plans developed jointly by communities and the State to link these to the daily cultural life of the peoples.  To conclude, Ms. Saad underscored the value of culture in the integral development of children, including the defense of languages, exchange of cultural expressions between ethnic groups, recovery of the environment, defense of tangible and intangible heritage, and a policy to

Ms. Santistevan shared some of the initiatives carried out by the current Minister of Education and Culture, including the Ten Year Plan for Education (Plan Decenal en Educación), that has eight policies of State.  Policy number four refers to quality in education and to intercultural respect, essential in a country like Ecuador that is multiethnic, pluricultural and multibilingual, with eleven nationalities and three predominant languages.  In that respect Ecuador has created the Sub Secretary of Education for Intercultural Dialogue in recognition of the many children who are bilingual but who have been forced to study texts in Spanish and that as a result have forgotten their mother tongue.  To conclude, Ms. Santistevan noted that these efforts are complemented with short story competitions in languages other than Spanish and support to the film industry and theater, as well as a national campaign to promote respect for diversity and the traditions of all groups.
Comments by the Delegations
The delegations thanked the presenters and shared their experiences, initiatives and resources.  Among others, the delegate from Bolivia informed about its efforts to recover the dignity of symbolic expressions with initiatives such as writing in the pentagram the indigenous music of their country, and by considering works in indigenous languages and media in their national art and literature competitions.  As a complement, the delegate from Guatemala stressed the importance of dignifying all cultures by systematizing and disseminating their knowledge.

The delegate from the United States shared some useful resources in learning about communities and history, like the guide “Folklife and field work: A layman’s introduction to field techniques” which provides information and tools for the documentation of local cultural heritage; a publication and DVD for use in schools, libraries and community centers that contributes public awareness of the value and role of traditional artists and recognizes those who are the carriers of living cultural heritage; and a toolkit entitled “Jazz in the schools” that explores jazz as an indigenous art form and as means to understand American history. In addition, the delegate from the US informed about educational opportunities, including the World Digital Library initiative on which the Library of Congress is already working with some countries like Brazil to put collections from its holdings and those of other national libraries in digital forum so that people can learn about other cultures.

The delegate from Barbados informed about programs in his country, and stressed the need to strengthen cultural industries while bearing in mind the peculiar circumstances of certain regions, like small island States.  He stressed the need to have special provisions so that these countries can better compete and access international markets in this era of globalization.
The delegate from Guyana suggested possible next steps in this theme.  Among others, he suggested development of mechanisms of collaboration between education and culture ministries, country-specific assessments that could underpin the development of plans of actions that would include monitoring and evaluation phases.
E. Third Plenary Session
1. Discussion and Analysis of Topic 3: Culture and the Creation of Decent Jobs and the Overcoming of Poverty
The discussions of the Third Plenary Session were led by the Brazil and complemented by presentations given by the delegation of Colombia and Instituto Axe, an NGO from Salvador, Bahia, Brazil.
Presentation by the delegation of Brazil
The delegate from Brazil, Minister Gilberto Gil, centered his presentation on the importance of generating and having statistics to demonstrate the vital contributions of culture in the creation of jobs and overcoming poverty.  One of the most pressing challenges he presented for the countries of the Americas would be the development of appropriate cultural indicators and satellite accounts in culture. These, he added, are complex tasks due to the nature of the culture sector, where certain dynamics escape the traditional mechanisms used.  

To continue Minister Gil summarized six fundamentals that need to be kept in mind due to their influence in job development and poverty reduction:  (i) culture and its complementary dimensions: the symbolic, culture and citizenship, and culture and economics; (ii) culture and the social environment that defines life in community; (iii) the recognition that the transmission of knowledge is sometimes informal and at the margin of institutions; (iv) countries are more than just economic exchanges, and people need a sense of society that every day is more complex and democratic; (v) the demands and influence of globalization; and last, (vi) that the people are the most important patrimony.  Minister Gil continued to stress that culture is at the heart of global demand and the many challenges of current times are in the redefinition of economics, culture, intellectual property and value.  

Minister Gil noted the challenges in developing cultural indicators, as an objective economic reading of a social experience.  In the case of culture, he added, it is even more difficult to measure and map, and are not captured by satellite accounts in culture as the most cultural assets are intangible, like popular traditions, music produced in small studios and distributed through internet and craft production.  To conclude, he stressed the necessity to develop sharp, sustainable and flexible indicators that capable of reading diverse realities and expressing and influence decision making in development.

Minister Gil’s presentation was distributed as document CIDI/REMIC-III/INF. 15/06.

Presentation by the delegation of Colombia
After explaining the cultural policy and legislative framework, the delegate from Colombia, Mr. Luis Armando Soto, explained the National Agenda for Productivity and Competitiveness (Agenda Nacional de Productividad y Competitividad), developed after 18 months of consultations with public and private sectors to prepare the domestic productive cultural sector, advertising and media to face the challenges on competitiveness and productiveness that free trade agreements present.  Mr. Soto referred to the components of the Agenda for Productivity developed to (i) better understand the cultural sector; (ii) contribute to artistic formation and encourage and support quality, profitable projects; (iii) develop and strengthen the production and distribution of cultural goods and services, as well as public access to them, and (iv) promote productive chains to promote the consolidation of networks, communitarian and entrepreneurial management.  
In these areas, Mr. Soto, explained some of the initiatives carried out in Colombia like the development of satellite accounts to trace the behavior of cultural activities.  He noted that for the year 2000 estimated that direct culture activities in Colombia represented 1.92% of GDP.  He also described some efforts to map creative industries and particular sub-sector diagnose, the incorporation of the cultural sector to the National System of Enterprise Creation (Sistema Nacional de Creación e Incubación de Empresas, SNCIE); the development, jointly with the Ministry of Social Protection, of a social security program for artists; and the promotion of the Colombian Coalition for Cultural Diversity.  He shared, as well, resources developed in Colombia like “Art and Part: Guide for entrepreneurs in arts and creative industries” which presents theoretic and practical advice to the entrepreneur in arts and creative industries.  In closing, Mr. Soto explained how the policy recommendations originated from some of the research carried out by the Agenda for Productivity have contributed to the development of new productive projects and initiatives, such as the development of alternative movie theaters, and the strengthening of local independent music production.

Mr. Soto’s Power point presentation was distributed as document CIDI/REMIC-III/INF. 16/06.
Presentation from Instituto Axe

After thanking the delegations for the kind invitation to address this forum, the representative from Instituto Axe informed about their work with street children and teenagers who live in conditions of extreme poverty and are excluded from their families, schools and communities.  These children, she added, have much to contribute to culture and society, and the work carried out by Axe seeks to give them a sense of belonging, self esteem and social recognitions, fundamental for the development of an individual.  Offering artistic and educational activities gives them a possibility of life making use of their artistic expression, a sense of themselves and their potential for the future.   

The representative went on to some success stories and concrete results that have contributed to the development of these youngsters.  Axe has a dance school and a dance company for those interested in making dance their profession; and currently six of their pupils are performing internationally, and several are performing with known dance companies in Brazil.  The theater company, Axe do Dezoito, was created in partnership with a well-known theater and now has regular performances with positive review from the audience and critics.  In the area of music, a girl that at age 13 was taken from the streets, followed singing training at Axe and, beginning in 2007, will continue her voice training in Italy.  She went on to mention that Axe graduated in 2006, 65 new capoerists and is now forming 400 more with an integral educational approach.  Besides the artistic formation, she mentioned that Axe seeks to help these youngsters return to the formal education system.  This, she added, is a long and difficult process, but has born its fruits and 10 of their students will continue with university studies in 2007.  The representative concluded that these stories reflect the the mission of Instituto Axe: to help these youngsters find their way in life. 

Comments by the Delegations
The delegations thanked and praised the presentations.  Among other comments, the delegate from El Salvador referred to the gang and social violence problem in his country and Central America, and proposed to hold a meeting in the framework of the Central American Educational and Cultural Coordination (Coordinadora Educativa y Cultural Centroamericana, CECC) to address how arts and culture can contribute to fight social violence and exchange experiences and develop strategies to address this malady in Central America. He invited Brazil, Colombia and the representative from Institute Axe to join this initiative.

The delegate from Dominica referred to the influence foreign cultures have in his society and explained some of the initiatives put in place to teach and promote heritage and history among youth to give them a sense of belonging. He stressed the importance of turning these ministerial meetings discussions into more practical and concrete actions to fulfill the objectives.  He continued to emphasize the importance of building alliances and networks among all the organizations working in the sector.  The delegates from Guyana and Jamaica joint to the comments given by Dominica.  The first stressed the importance of having baselines as reference, while the second proposed as a concrete activity to increase the exchange of cultural products among the countries of the Americas.  In addition, he informed about Aira Youth Foundation, an organization that does work similar to Instituto Axe and proposed to hold information exchange meetings between both institutions to complement their work.

The delegate from Bolivia was particularly interested in the process undergone in Colombia to provide social security benefits to artists.  The delegate from Colombia briefly explained how some taxes complemented by resources from the Ministry of Social Protection go to a special Fund to provide support to artists, who have to be registered following specific guidelines.  This has been complemented by town meetings to inform artists –especially those belonging to vulnerable groups- how to access these benefits, he added.  He offered to share details of process as well as all the background information they gathered from experiences around the world.

The delegate from Canada stressed the importance of understanding the cultural sector in order to adopt policies and praised the activity proposed with the Inter-American Development Bank and the Inter-American Culture and Development Foundation to have a joint meeting of culture and finance authorities to find means of working together.

F. Fourth Plenary Session
1. Discussion and Analysis of Topic 4: Culture and the Role of Indigenous Peoples
Minister Gilberto Gil, as Vice Chair for the Ministerial, chaired the discussions of the Fourth Plenary Session and the Closing Session.  

Discussions of the Fourth Plenary Session were led by Guatemala and complemented by presentations given by the delegation of Mexico, the Assembly of First Nations, an NGO from Canada.  The concept paper that guided the discussions was prepared by the Delegation of Guatemala and was distributed as document CIDI/REMIC-III/doc. 4/06.
Presentation by the delegate of Guatemala
Minister Manuel de Jesús Salazar Tetzaguic centered his presentation on the four main issues that guided his concept paper: (i) cultural policies and their implications in the development of indigenous peoples; (ii) the influence of indigenous peoples in the development of cultural policies; (iii) the contributions of indigenous values and knowledge to culture development; and (iv) the contributions of indigenous peoples to tangible and intangible cultural heritage.  

The delegate of Guatemala begun by noting that the recent constitutional reforms in many countries of the Americas have resulted in a new frame of reference regarding social and political rights of indigenous peoples, and that even though they do not mandate the State to formulate cultural policies there are explicit obligations to protect and promote their development, including cultural and linguistic expressions..  Minister Salazar Tetzaguic mentioned, on one hand, some of the laws passed in Guatemala and institutions created to fulfill this obligation; and on the other, some of the values and principles common to Guatemalan indigenous peoples that have been adopted by the State and serve as normative frame, like the indigenous Tribunals for Conciliation and Arbitration (Tribunales de Conciliacion y Arbitrage).   To continue, the delegate from Guatemala stressed the contributions of the indigenous peoples to tangible and intangible cultural heritage, including those sites and expressions that are recognized worldwide.  Minister Salazar Tetzaguic concluded by mentioning four social dynamics that influence identity formation and development of nations and that play a vital role in language, arts but mainly in the cosmovision or world view.  He mentioned: (i) the indigenous, expressed in their objective and subjective desire to belong to their ancestral roots and current society; (ii) the “mestiza” that affirms itself during colonial and republican times; (iii) migrations with values and traditions that are shared; and (i) globalization that influence world and regional participation. 

Minister Salazar Tetzaguic’s Power point presentation was distributed as document CIDI/REMIC-III/INF. 17/06.

Presentation by the delegate from Mexico
The delegate of Mexico, Mr. Alberto Fierro, presented some of the initiatives carried out in his country to (i) create proper conditions for participation of indigenous communities in the development and execution of their own projects for cultural development; (ii) strengthen the capacity of indigenous peoples and communities by supporting their initiatives and guiding their implementation, and (iii) contribute to the construction of a national culture of respect and intercultural dialogue where the ethnic, linguistic and cultural diversity is valued and respected. 

The delegate from Mexico explained some social programs carried out by the General Directorate of Popular and Indigenous Cultures (Dirección General de Culturas Populares e Indígenas), including the Indigenous Women in Cultural Development program which contributes to gender equity and the promotion and appreciation of indigenous women’s contributions to the development of their people and culture and the Fund constituted within Program for the Integral Development of the Culture of Indigenous Peoples and Community, PRODICI Fund (Programa para el Desarrollo Integral de la Cultura de los Pueblos y Comunidades Indígenas).  Likewise he referred to some existing initiatives to support and promote cultural enterprises and cultural creators. Among others, Mr. Fierro referred to the support given to musical production, cultural tourism, as well as to the National Program of Popular Arts and Crafts (Programa Nacional de Arte Popular y Artesanías) to contribute to the appreciation and knowledge of arts and crafts.  He noted that this program has catalogued the crafts of 12 Mexican states and supports artisans through the creation of training schools and workshops, and their participation in national and international shows.  Mr. Fierro closed his presentation by referring to the strategies carried out by the Mexican government.  He referred to the establishment of indigenous funds so that communities can directly access resources to finance their projects.  And, also, to the creation in 1989 of the Program in Support of Municipal and Communitarian Cultures (Programa de Apoyo a las Culturas Municipales y Comunitarias, PACMYC), to strengthen the participation of communities in the rescue, preservation and consolidation of indigenous and popular cultures, and to promote cultural pluralism and the decentralization of cultural goods and services, by giving greater independence to states to implement actions that fortify the development of popular and indigenous cultures, in accord with the cultural policies of each federal government. 

Mr. Fierro’s Power point presentation was distributed as document CIDI/REMIC-III/INF. 18/06.

Presentation by the Assembly of First Nations

The representative off the Chiefs’ Committee on Languages of the Assembly of First Nations, thanked the delegate from Guatemala, lead country in the theme Culture and the Role of Indigenous Peoples for the invitation to contribute to the Ministerial Meeting with the experiences of his organization.  The delegate explained that the mandate of the Chiefs’ Committee on Languages is to “protect First Nation language rights through out Canada’, and that, to achieve that mission, the Committee is comprised of 10 representatives representing 633 First Nations communities and over 50 First Nations languages across Canada.  He explained the situation of aboriginal languages in Canada, where in 1998 it was reported that 50 out of the 53 existing languages were threatened by extinction, and how the educational practices have compromised the ability of First Nations to transmit their cultures and languages.  To continue, he explained some of the initiatives undertaken to preserve, revitalize and maintain aboriginal languages, including the Hemispheric Language Symposium, held in Argentina in 2005.  In closing the representative called on the delegates to use their mandate to convey a strong message to uphold the linguistic rights of indigenous peoples in the Americas, and offered to work together with them to take action and obtain results in addressing the challenges to retaining aboriginal languages and cultures.

A full presentation of the Assembly of First Nations was distributed as document CIDI/REMIC-III/INF. 19/06.
Comments by the Delegations
The delegations praised Guatemala for an excellent session.  Delegations, including Honduras, Paraguay, Trinidad and Tobago, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, and Guyana, commented on the urgency of addressing how to salvage aboriginal languages in the hemisphere and shared some of the efforts they have carried out.  The delegation of Saint Vincent referred to their efforts to regain their traditions and culture, especially those of Garifuna origin, and traditions including language, music and dance and bring them into the mainstream of Saint Vincent’s life. The delegate from Paraguay explained that country’s efforts to promote the well being of Guarani indigenous groups who are living in secluded areas and in extreme poverty conditions, despite the existence of legislation to protect them.
Several delegations shared their experiences.  The delegate of the United States shared two Acts of the US Congress that he called “the beginning of respect”: the first one related to the establishment of the Museum of the American Indian; and the second related to the protection of secret funeral sites.  His presentation was distributed as document CIDI/REMIC-III/INF. 21/06.  The delegate from Trinidad and Tobago, explained about the Amerindian Project Committee to formulate policies for first peoples of the Islands, in areas that include, among others, land settlement, protection of secret sites, promotion and dissemination of their languages.  The delegate of Guyana also shared that country’s efforts to integrate the Amerindian people and ensure that they have fair access to the resources of their country.  

The delegations of Guatemala and Mexico offered to host during the second semester of 2007 a workshop about successful experiences in the development of indigenous cultures.  

2. “The Cultural Agenda of the Hemisphere: Toward the Fifth Summit of the Americas,” presentation by the Summits of the Americas Secretariat of the Organization of American States
The Director of the Summit of the Americas Secretariat of the OAS, Mr. Luis Alberto Rodriguez, presented an overview of the Summit of the Americas process, mandates and achievements as well as its working procedures.  He particularly stressed the importance of Ministerial meetings to review the implementation of Summit mandates, evaluate the achievements, identify challenges, recommend the development of new commitments and develop sectoral hemispheric cooperation.  He also commented on the many benefits of civil society participation.

In closing, he stressed the contributions of culture, as a cross cutting theme, in good governance, social and economic development, education, regional security and sustainable developed and invited the delegations to work to incorporate culture priorities and challenges in the agenda of the next Summit of the Americas, to be held in Trinidad and Tobago in 2009.

Mr. Rodriguez’s Power point presentation was distributed as document CIDI/REMIC-III/INF. 18/06.

Comments by the Delegations
The delegate of Trinidad and Tobago, as host for the next Summit of the Americas in 2009, expressed that country’s interest in working closely with all member States, international organizations and civil society in making this event a successful one, and assured that culture would be given the same significant place as in past Summits.  

The delegate from the United States referred to some concrete outcomes of the Summit of the Americas process and stressed the importance of ministerial meetings, like the one in culture, to advance in achieving the regional commitments and objectives in strengthening democracy, spurring growth and fighting poverty in the Americas as envisioned by the Heads of State and Government. 

G. Closing Session
1. Adoption of the Resolution approving the List of Priority Activities
The Chair of the Working Committee reported on the list and informed that the CIC would examine all concrete proposals presented during the Ministerial, as well as the general comments made by the delegations and incorporate them in the List as appropriate.  The draft resolution presented by Colombia to approve the List of Priority Activities (CIDI/REMIC/II-RP/doc. 1/06) was put to consideration of the floor and adopted by acclamation.  The approved resolution and List were distributed as document CIDI/REMIC-III/RES. 1/06.

2. Discussion and Approval of the Montreal Final Statement and List of Priority Activities

The draft Montreal Final Statement prepared by the Working Committee (CIDI/REMIC/II-RP/doc. 2/06 rev. 4), was put to the consideration of the floor by the Chair.  Upon receiving no comments from the Delegations, it was approved unanimously.  The approved document was distributed as CIDI/REMIC-III/doc 12/06. 

The delegate from Mexico requested the floor to present a resolution in appreciation to Canada for their hospitality and superb organization of this Ministerial meeting, which was approved by acclamation.  The approved resolution was distributed as document CIDI/REMIC-III/RES. 2/06 

The Vice Chair for the Ministerial, Minister Gilberto Gil, and the delegate from Canada thanked the delegations and civil society organizations for their participation and valuable contributions.  The three-day Ministerial was closed with a prayer given by Ka’nahsohon Devin Deer, a Mohawk Elder. 
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�.	The CIC was created pursuant to Article 77 of the Charter of the Organization; Article 17 of the Statute of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development; resolution CIDI/RES. 127 (VII-O/02).  Its purpose is “to coordinate inter-American ministerial dialogue on the theme of culture in order to follow up on the mandates of the Summit of the Americas process and agreements reached at the Inter-American Meetings of Ministers of Culture and Highest Appropriate Authorities. It also serves as a forum for inter-American cooperation in cultural matters, and is responsible for the design and for overseeing the implementation of the Inter-American Program on Culture of the OAS” (Article 1 of the CIC Rules of Procedure).  Among its functions, the CIC “assists in the preparation of the Inter-American Meetings of Ministers of Culture and Highest Appropriate Authorities in the framework of CIDI, taking into account analyses of the state of culture, and the execution of the CIDI Strategic Plan for Partnership for Development (Article 3 of CIC Rules of Procedure). 


�.	These Reports were distributed in original language as document � HYPERLINK "http://scm.oas.org/doc_public/SPANISH/HIST_06/CIDI01724t04.doc" ��CIDI/REMIC/III Inf. 2/06� and � HYPERLINK "http://scm.oas.org/doc_public/SPANISH/HIST_06/CIDI01744t04.doc" ��Addendum No. 1� and � HYPERLINK "http://scm.oas.org/doc_public/SPANISH/HIST_07/CIDI01806T02.DOC" ��2 (job cidi01806)�.  Any Reports presented after the Montreal Ministerial, are available at the OAS Department of Education and Culture Web Page, � HYPERLINK "http://www.sedi.oas.org/dec/" ��www.sedi.oas.org/dec/� 


�.	The updated version of the Permanent Portfolio of Promising Programs in Culture was distributed as document � HYPERLINK "http://scm.oas.org/pdfs/2006/CIDI01894E.pdf" ��CIDI/REMIC/III Inf. 1/06 rev. 1�. A further updated version can be found at OAS Department of Education and Culture Web page, � HYPERLINK "http://www.sedi.oas.org/dec" ��www.sedi.oas.org/dec�
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