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PROGRESS REPORT 2005-2006 – “INTER-AMERICAN PROGRAM ON EDUCATION FOR DEMOCRATIC VALUES AND PRACTICES”
Inter-American Program on Education for Democratic Values and Practices
Progress Report 2005-2006
Purpose: This report seeks to inform member states on progress in the execution of the Inter- American Program on Education for Democratic Values and Practices and the use of resources approved by the Authorities and Executive Committee to support the initial activities of the Program in 2005 and 2006.
Background: 
The Inter-American Democratic Charter of the Organization of American States emphasizes the important role played by education in developing and sustaining a culture of democracy in the countries of the Americas. In August 2005, the Ministers of Education of the hemisphere committed themselves to adopting a hemisphere-wide program of education for democratic values and practices -- the culmination of a broad range of activities undertaken within the framework of the OAS to strengthen democracy through education.  The Program would have three mutually reinforcing components:
/
· Research component

· Professional development and educational resource component

· Information exchange component.

Ministers asked the Inter-American Education Committee (CIE) to facilitate the development of a detailed and feasible work plan, benchmarks for progress, a proposed budget and sources of financing for the program’s first phase.

Ministers further specified, in their Declaration of Scarborough and Commitments to Action, that these items should be developed by “a working group of interested member countries led by Colombia, with assistance from the Department of Education and Culture (DEC) of the OAS in collaboration with the Department for Governance, and with guidance from an Advisory Group composed of citizenship education officials from member states, academic and civil society experts, and other appropriate, interested partners. The work plan, including specific initial activities and proposed sources of financing, should be presented to the CIE executive committee and authorities, before the end of this year (2005).  Among the initial activities in the work plan, to hold, in Mexico in the first quarter of 2006, a meeting of representatives of member states on successful experiences in citizenship education.” (CIDI/RME/doc.13/05 rev. 2)  The Ministers also requested that the CIE report on progress in implementing the Program at the V Meeting of Ministers of Education in 2007.

In response to this mandate, the Authorities and Executive Committee of the CIE at their V meeting in November 2005 approved $57,100 in order to support some activities of the first phase of the Inter-American Program.
 This phase included the formation of a coordinating group of ministry representatives, the first meeting of the Advisory Board of the Inter-American Program held April 17-19, 2006 in Bogotá, Colombia, the development of a Web Portal for the Program launched in June 2006, a mapping of current policies and programs in the hemisphere in education for democratic citizenship (in process), and the organization of an International Seminar on Best Practices in Citizenship Education held July 2006 in Mexico City. 
Summary of activities and results 2005- 2006:
Phase 1:  (November 2005-December 2006)

Activities Funded by the CIE in 2005 - 2006
1. Creation of working group made up of interested member countries

2. Creation of an advisory group of experts in the area of citizenship education and organization of first on-site meeting  to develop work plan and budget

3. Development and maintenance of an Inter-American Program Web Portal

4. Development of Information Exchange Component: mapping of promising policies and practices in citizenship education, on-line bulletin, and web portal
Activities Funded by other donors in 2005 - 2006
5. International Workshop on Good Practice in Citizenship  Education, Mexico Knowledge-Sharing Seminar
6. On-line Pilot Course for teachers in Peru 2006

7. On-line Course for Teachers and Trainers on Citizenship Education for the Caribbean 
Related Initiatives

8. Latin American Observatory on Citizenship Education 
Activities Funded by CIE 2005 - 2006
Description of activities for Phase 1: 

Activity 1:  Creation of CIE working group made up of interested member countries  

· Date of execution: on-going
· Total cost of the activity per object of expenditure (in US $): 0
Description: All CIE member countries were invited to participate in the working group led by Colombia. The coordinating group is composed of representatives designated by Ministers of Education. These individuals are the main point of contact in each ministry and have an important role in overseeing the development of the Program.  They will provide key information regarding the status and needs of the sector and will receive updated information on the advances and various activities of the Program. Eight countries have designated a representative to form part of the working group.  
Activity 2:  First Advisory Board Meeting 
· Date of execution:  April 17-19, 2006 
· Total Cost of activity in (US $): $50,000
· Total contribution of CIE: $16,150
· Counterpart funding:
· 
$ 28,800 Center for Civic Education

· 
$ 5,050  Ministry of National Education, Colombia
Description:
The first meeting of the Advisory Board, organized by the Department of Education and Culture and the Department for Good Governance of the OAS, was held in Bogotá, Colombia on April 19-21, 2006 and was sponsored by the Inter-American Committee on Education (CIE), the Ministry of Education of Colombia, and the Center for Civic Education. The Advisory Board consists of renowned experts from ministries of education, universities, civil society groups, and others working in the field of education for democratic citizenship in the Americas.
The main objective of this first Advisory Board meeting was to generate a consensus on concrete recommendations and suggestions to be used in the design of the action plan of the Inter-American Program.  The Advisory Board members discussed the state of the art in education for democratic values and practices, and analyzed the challenges (gaps) to and opportunities (resources) for citizenship education, through small group and plenary sessions. The Advisory Group recommended activities that should be undertaken within the Inter-American Program’s three components. (see events section at www.educadem.oas.org for final report and recommendations).
Activity 3:  Develop and maintain Inter-American Program web portal

· Date of Execution: June 2006 – present  

· Total cost of the activity per object of expenditure (in US $): $15,000
· Total Contribution of CIE: $10,000 (design and programming)
· Counterpart funding:  
· $5,000 OAS (Includes Hosting Fees, technical assistance, maintenance, and other associated costs)
Description:  The Inter-American Program’s web portal at www.educadem.oas.org was launched in June 2006 and is becoming a one-stop source of information on efforts to promote the development of a democratic culture through education, and for dialogue among diverse actors in this field.  One of the main features of the website is its interactive features that include on-line forums, on-line distance education courses in education for democracy, and research databases. 
Activity 4:  Development of Information Exchange Component: mapping of promising policies and practices in citizenship education, on-line bulletin, and web portal
· Date of execution:  January-December 2006

· Total cost of the activity per object of expenditure (in US $): $35,000
· Total Contribution of CIE: $30,000 (Consultant in citizenship education)
· Counterpart funding: 

· $5,000 OAS (office, computer, communications, travel)
Description:  One of the major responsibilities of the consultant (or consultants) in citizenship education was to investigate, develop and manage the contents of the third main component of the Inter-American Program, the Information Exchange Component. The principal activities of the consultant included:    

· Compilation of promising international, national, and local programs and practices in the formal and non-formal education sectors and population of an on-line database 
· Development of online database of research in education for citizenship
· Development of contents for a bimonthly on-line bulletin on education for citizenship in the hemisphere, based on the resources identified. 
· Development of contents of Web Portal of the Inter-American Program
These activities are well underway, as well as a survey of member states regarding their citizenship education policies.  The Web Portal, online bulletin, and initial population of the databases are available at www.educadem.oas.org.  Final reports from these activities will be delivered to the CIE in early 2007.

Activities funded by other donors 2005 - 2006

Activity 5:  International Workshop on Best Practices in Citizenship Education, Mexico

· Date of Execution: July 5-7,  2006 

· Total cost of the activity per object of expenditure (in US $):  90,000
· Total contribution of the CIE: $0 
· Counterpart funding:

· $80,000 Mexico 

· $10,000 OAS Department of Education (Website, meeting preparation, participation of OAS specialists, consultants and Director)
Description:  Thanks to a generous contribution from the Secretary of Public Education of Mexico, the International Workshop on Best Practices in Citizenship in Mexico brought together experts from around the hemisphere to share and analyze best practices in policies and programs and to reflect on the Mexican experience in promoting a democratic culture through education programs such as “Formación Cívica y Ética”,  “Cultura de la Legalidad”, and other inter-sectoral programs. In total there were 88 participants representing 20 countries of the Americas.  For detailed information on the event consult the web page at http://www.educadem.oas.org/mexico/.

This workshop forms part of the Information Exchange component of the Inter-American Program.
Activity 6:  On-line Pilot Course on Teaching Democratic Values and Practices in Peru 2006 

· Estimated date of execution: January 2005-December 2006 

Description:  A pilot project to train teachers rooted in the principles of the Inter-American Democratic Charter  is currently being implemented and monitored in Peru, supported by funding from the U.S. Mission to the OAS and with partners including Fe y Alegria of Peru and the National Distance Education University of Spain (UNED). The project seeks to implement a distance education course, for primary and secondary teachers, to provide them with the basic pedagogic tools for teaching democratic values and practices in their classrooms. The lessons learned from the course will be presented to the CIE through the Inter-American Program in order to inform policy debates in the hemisphere on teaching democratic citizenship. Future versions of the course would be available to all OAS member states, pending availability of funds. For more detailed information on the course see www.educadem.oas.org 

Activity 7:  On-line Course on Citizenship Education for the Caribbean 

· Estimated date of execution: 2007-2009  

Description: Thanks to a generous grant from the Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA), the Department of Education and Culture will begin adapting the Spanish version of the distance course for teachers for the English-speaking Caribbean. This project aims to strengthen teaching practices at the classroom level so that teachers and students become more reflective. The project will accomplish this goal by developing an on-line multimedia system for distance education, to be supported by on-site tutors, which among its principal elements includes:

· A virtual classroom in which the students will find the tools for information, communication, learning and evaluation.

· On-line and “real” tutors.

· Support and reading materials.

· Printed material, videos or discs may also be used either to complement the contents of the course, or to disseminate it in remote regions
· Network of teacher trainers, trained teachers, and democratic classrooms.   
This course forms a part of the Professional Development and Educational Resources Component of the Inter-American Program on Education for Democratic Values and Practices.
Related Initiatives

Activity 8:  Proposal by Member States to IDB for a Regional System for Evaluation and Development of Citizenship Competencies. FORMTEXT 
  

· Estimated date of execution: 2006-2009  (42 months) 

Description: The project proposes participation by member countries in Latin America in the next administration of an assessment of citizenship knowledge, skills and attitudes by the International Association for the Evaluation of Educational Achievement (IEA), with the IDB requested to help fund country participation in the study as well as development of a special module of the study focused specifically on Latin America.  The project also would integrate activities designed to define competencies that participating countries expect students to develop and activities to make use of the information generated for purposes of policy making.  The OAS Technical Secretariat participated in the initial phase of project development along with several member countries and the IDB technical team.   This IDB project and its outcomes would be particularly important to the Inter-American Program’s research component.

Final Note:  In fulfillment of the request by Ministers of Education, the Technical Secretariat has worked with Colombia on the development of a proposed Work Plan and budget for the Inter-American Program for the period 2007-2010, which will be available for discussion at the III CIE Meeting in October 2006.
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	� 	Details on the Program’s objectives and components in CIDI/RME/RES.12 (IV-O/05)


� 	See Final Report and Agreements from the V Meeting of the Authorities on the CIE homepage at http://www.oas.org/udse/espanol/cpo_cie.html 


� Information Exchange Component
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