[image: image1.jpg]CID/@
\_Z



[image: image1.jpg][image: image2.png]



PAGE  
- 2 -

THIRD REGULAR MEETING OF THE 
OEA/Ser.W/XIII.6.3
INTER-AMERICAN COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION

CIDI/CIE/doc.9/06

October 26 – 27, 2006






January 4 2007
Washington, D. C.






Original: Spanish
FINAL REPORT
THIRD REGULAR MEETING OF THE

INTER-AMERICAN COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION (CIE)

FINAL REPORT

THIRD REGULAR MEETING OF THE

INTER-AMERICAN COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION (CIE)

The Third Regular Meeting of the Inter-American Committee on Education (CIE) was held at the OAS Headquarters in Washington, D.C., on October 26-27, 2006. It was attended by delegates from 22 member countries and other special guests, including Argentina, Bahamas, Barbados, Brazil, Bolivia, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Guatemala, Honduras, Mexico, Nicaragua, Paraguay, Peru, Saint Kitts, Saint Lucia, Trinidad and Tobago, Uruguay, and Venezuela. This meeting was convened by the CIE Presidency and Executive Committee and organized jointly with the Technical Secretariat of the OAS Department of Education, Culture, Science and Technology.

During the meeting, the discussion topics were introduced, as provided for in the Agenda prepared for that purpose. The meeting began with the opening ceremony, a brief introduction, and welcoming remarks by Dr. Marva Ribeiro, President of the CIE, and by Ambassador Alfonso Quiñónez, Executive Secretary for Integral Development (SEDI), on behalf of the OAS. In their remarks, the speakers referred to the background, mission, procedures, and strengthening of the CIE, describing it as the ideal body for promoting hemispheric dialogue and building bridges between political agreements and realities in each country.
I. PARTICIPANTS

Delegates from 22 member countries participated in the meeting; special guests participated as observers. See List of Participants.
/
II. 
FIRST PLENARY SESSION: Review of the 2005-2007 Work Plan for the CIE:  Accomplishments, Challenges and Future Plans. Report of the Technical Secretariat.

The session proceeded following the approval of the Work Schedule.
/ Dr. Marva Ribeiro reported on the activities of the CIE Authorities and Executive Committee during the period from the Fourth Meeting of Ministers of Education to the Sixth Meeting of Authorities and Executive Committee of the CIE.

Ms. Ribeiro noted that at the Fifth Meeting of Authorities, held in November 2005, the Declaration of Scarborough and Commitments to Action had been reviewed and the 2005-2007 Work Plan for the CIE
/ had been adopted. This Plan identified horizontal cooperation priorities, projects, and actions. The project profile template and technical criteria for evaluating the projects to be financed with the Reserve Sub-fund (Education) had also been adopted at that meeting. Dr. Ribeiro presented the activities carried out at the Sixth Meeting of Authorities, held in April 2006, at which the progress on commitments made in the 2005-2007 Work Plan had been reviewed, the first CIE Bulletin had been launched, and 11 projects proposed by member countries had been evaluated. She also referred to the approval of three projects to be financed with the education sub-fund: the Regional Project for Educational Indicators (PRIE), the teacher educator network, and early childhood education. Ms. Ribeiro mentioned some Summit and Hemispheric Project activities in which she had participated as President of the CIE. She expressed appreciation for the support received from the Technical Secretariat in carrying out all those tasks.

Ms. Lenore Yaffee García, Director of the Department of Education and Culture (DEC/OAS), delivered the report of the Technical Secretariat.
/ She noted that, in addition to activities in support of the preparation, organization, and follow-up of the meetings of ministers and the CIE, the Secretariat had prepared and disseminated official technical and informative documents; prepared, in coordination with the Presidency, the two CIE bulletins
/; facilitated the holding of the Virtual Forum; provided support for the political dialogue and technical cooperation; provided technical advisory services for several Summit and Hemispheric Project activities, as well as member country initiatives; and supplemented efforts by countries in the implementation of activities and preparation of CIE-approved projects on democratic citizenship education, strengthening the teaching force, and education and child development. The Secretariat underscored the importance of defining an effective method of complying with the policy decisions on illiteracy, utilizing interagency cooperation with international organizations and civil society.
/
General Dialogue

During the dialogue, three comments were made: by the delegate of Mexico, who thanked the President of the CIE for her expression of appreciation during the opening remarks; the delegate of Ecuador, who reported that her country had organized a 10-year education plan using the policy foundations proposed by the CIE as a baseline; and the delegate of Guatemala, who reported that her country's educational policy priorities were in keeping with the mandates of the Fourth Meeting of Ministers of Education.

III. SECOND PLENARY SESSION: Summit and Ministerial Priorities in Education

Equity with Quality

Regional Project for Educational Indicators (PRIE)
/
The delegate of Mexico, Ms. Isabel Farha, reported on the 2005-2006 PRIE activities, which included: (i) the preparation and dissemination of the document “Educational Panorama 2005: Progressing toward the goals”; (ii) the creation of the website
/; (iii) diagnostic review missions to countries (Guatemala, Colombia, Paraguay, Uruguay, Peru, Trinidad and Tobago, Mexico); (iv) the preparation of documents on “Thematic Workshops”and “Challenges of the educational information system”; (v) subregional workshops with Central American and MERCOSUR countries; (vi) the PRIE-UNESCO working meeting in Chile; (vii) the Meeting of Experts on the topic of development of standards; and (viii) the meeting of the Committee of Countries, all of which were designed to strengthen national systems of indicators.

Ms. Farha stated that the project achievements were reflected in the reports prepared throughout the life of the project. The indicators contained in those reports, which would be evaluated at the end of the project's third phase, met the Summit criteria. She emphasized that another achievement was the broad participation by countries, both in the definition of the organizational and management structure, and in the interaction between countries at the subregional and hemispheric levels.  She analyzed the budget, which had been executed with resources from the United States Agency for International Development (USAID), the Public Education Department of Mexico, and the OAS Education Sub-fund.

Evaluation Forum: Progress Report and Next Steps
The delegate of Brazil, Ms. Claudia Baena Soares, reported on the policy role of the Forum and the activities carried out. She recalled the Second Forum, held in Brazil in 2005, the conclusions of which had focused on content quality and national education evaluation practices geared to the development of new educational indicators to supplement the work of the PRIE. The project activities were designed to strengthen evaluation systems, participation in international comparative studies, and the use and dissemination of information. Her country would propose to the CIE a project geared to the development of the Third Evaluation Forum.

Hemispheric Project
/ “Preventing School Failure”

The delegate of Brazil, Ms. Claudia Baena Soares, MERCOSUR
/ sub-regional coordinator for the project, which was financed by the Multilateral Special Fund of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (OAS/FEMCIDI), reported that during the period 2004-2005 priorities had been defined, a diagnostic review developed, and studies prepared; in the second phase (2005-2006), exchanges of experience by sub-region had begun and the technical platform for the virtual hemispheric forum had been organized. In the third phase, actions would center on training various educational stakeholders so that they could contribute to reducing such problems as grade repetition, over-aged students, poor educational achievement, and dropout. Different strategies would be employed to train decision-makers, teacher trainers, and teachers who would receive distance training. In August 2006, the sub-regional coordinators had met to evaluate the progress made in the hemispheric project.

Specifically, the MERCOSUR sub-region had published and disseminated five contextualized educational materials for teachers and carried out the internship in Uruguay. Meanwhile, the President of the CIE reported that in the Caribbean sub-region, research into the factors involved in preventing school failure had found that it was important to begin very early and to ensure that teachers were well trained. Accordingly, countries had given priority to early childhood education and transition as policy measures for the topics of quality and equity. The Caribbean had developed internships in the sub-region and, with technical assistance from the DEC/OAS, had participated in an internship in Canada to observe pilot projects on child education, care, and development, as well as the transition from preschool to primary education.

The delegate of the Dominican Republic, Ms. Josefina Pimentel, presented the initiative being implemented by her country, namely, a new management model for improving the quality of educational centers. At issue was changing educational processes and purposes in the school and the classroom; her country planned to convert the schools to a type of management that would be planned and executed jointly with the teachers. This involved a cultural vision of building school-centered management processes, in which the school would assume reporting responsibility and become a co-manager for the specific geographical context in which it was located; implementation of the model would begin in January 2007. It would involve a different administration, monitored by the Ministry of Education, with the same curriculum and with quality criteria and indicators that were organized in a guide. Ms. Pimentel stated that the educational project was a tool that would make it possible to diagnose the context, promote a culture of planning and participation, and identify levels of output, grade repetition, and over-aged students. Currently, meetings were being held for purposes of exchange and dissemination and pedagogical groups were being formed.

She also mentioned the project for the next triennium, entitled “Program to strengthen reading and writing in the first two primary grades”; task forces had been formed to coach teachers of those grades in using tools to improve reading and writing skills.

Dialogue: Progress and Further Opportunities for Collaboration

The delegates of Saint Lucia, Trinidad and Tobago, Venezuela, and the United States reflected on the PRIE: the challenges of making data on the Caribbean available to the PRIE and the progress made in obtaining statistical data through focal points; the identification of school failure as an indicator for the equity and quality project (in addition to grade repetition and temporary and definitive dropout); consideration of a new school concept and of other indicators for the third year on the socioeconomic status and role of teachers as a very important element of educational action. Research and new data on grade repetition were discussed.

Brazil offered to share, in consultation with Argentina, studies on the problem of grade repetition that had been prepared as part of the Hemispheric Project on Equity and Quality. It stated that in the first year of the project, countries had defined priorities and developed diagnostic studies; in the second year, they had exchanged experiences and conducted training; in the third year, beginning in 2007, they planned to work on the basis of teacher needs and the problems detected by the diagnostic studies. Dr. Marva Ribeiro, President of the CIE, offered to share the studies that had been conducted in some Caribbean countries, adding that there were also other oganizations, such as the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), that had reported on the progress made in that area at the most recent meeting of the Caribbean Community (CARICOM) Meeting of Ministers of Education and Labour (COHSOD XV).

Canada had school quality standards that it was willing to share to supplement the pilot project in educational management and administration on which the Dominican Republic had reported.

IV. THIRD PLENARY SESSION
Inter-American Teacher Educator Network and Hemispheric Project on Teacher Education
/
The President of the CIE reported on the Hemispheric Project on Teacher Education, in which 31 countries were participating, 14 of them Caribbean countries. The purpose of their work was to inform, transform, and produce teachers with high-level qualifications. In the second year priority had been given to refresher training. The project included a pilot of modules developed by the Consultant for the training of twenty-five teacher educators in one institution in the sub-region.  The first pilot would take place in November 2006.  The COHSOD XV noted the intent to form a Caribbean Community Council for Teaching and Teacher Education to ensure quality in these systems.  It would contribute to the Accreditation Agency already established for Education.

From September 26 to 29, 2006, the Ministry of Education of Trinidad and Tobago and the OAS, supported by resources from the Reserve Sub-fund, had coordinated, in conjunction with prestigious North American, South American, Central American, and Caribbean academic institutions, an international seminar on teacher training policies and practices. The seminar, entitled “New policy and practical approaches for teacher educators in the Americas: Launching Seminar for the Inter-American Teacher Educator Network (ITEN),” had offered a week of dialogue, research, and planning, including analysis of the findings of a new survey of teacher education instructors in the Americas. One hundred participants from 25 Caribbean, North American, South American, and Central American countries had attended the seminar; they had included rectors of universities, teacher education instructors, government policy decision-makers, researchers, and representatives of international organizations.

To achieve greater participation by delegates of member countries, the Technical Secretariat, in coordination with the Director of the OAS Human Development Fund, had obtained 23 travel scholarships that had been opened for competitive bidding in accordance with the regulations governing such benefits. With that initiative, which the Technical Secretariat had supported, a survey had been implemented on requirements, policies, participation, ongoing development, and policy impact. An online discussion forum and a website in English and Spanish (www.oest.oas.org/iten) had been launched. Links had been established with related initiatives of UNESCO, the Partnership for Educational Revitalization in the Americas (PREAL), Central America, universities for teacher educators in rural areas, etc. Future plans included in-network knowledge sharing, widening the scope of research and dialogue on rural teacher training, and research seminars for teachers. A related achievement by Trinidad and Tobago consisted of having changed the requirements for entering the teaching profession; previously, two years [of teachers college study] had been required, but now teachers were required to have at least a B.A. That national policy change had been launched at the OAS Seminar by the Minister of Education, Senator, the Honourable Hazel Manning.

Education for Democracy

The Director of the Department of Education and Culture presented the progress report on the Inter-American Program on Education for Democratic Values and Practices.[1]/ The delegate of Mexico reported on the seminar on good education-for-citizenship practices that had been held in Mexico in July 2006. The seminar had been convened for the purposes of reflection, analyzing experiences, sharing lessons learned, establishing links between programs, and exploring different thematic areas.

The Adviser to the Minister of Education of Colombia on the Citizenship Competencies Program, Ms. Rosario Jaramillo, presented an initial draft of the 2007-2010 Work Plan for the Inter-American Program on Education for Democratic Values and Practices. The plan had been developed on the basis of recommendations made by the program advisory group, which had met in Bogotá, Colombia, in April 2006. She invited delegations to make comments on the initial draft and suggested a methodology and timeline to facilitate the process and arrive at a final financing proposal that would be submitted to the CIE at its next Meeting of Authorities and Executive Committee for their consideration and possible approval.[2] 

The [DEC/OAS] Consultant, Ms. Adriana Cepeda, presented a progress report on promising initiatives and an online questionnaire to which 14 countries had replied. As a result of that initiative, she noted that 11 of the 14 countries had policies on the topic of citizenship education, and that approaches and levels of development varied widely. In terms of challenges, she mentioned that the online instrument could be improved in some respects. She invited discussion of the web portal   www.educadem.oas.org.  In addition, she reported on forthcoming activities on the topic of conflict resolution education that would take place in Ohio, United States, in March 2007.

The delegate of Ecuador, Ms. Gloria Vidal, reported that a citizenship program had been launched in 2006, with three components: restoring hometown ties; recognition of multiculturalism and multi-ethnicity; and citizen profiles at the pre-primary, primary, and secondary levels.

Secondary Education and Workforce Preparation

The delegate of Costa Rica, Ms. Gaudy Calvo, speaking on behalf of the regional coordinator, said that Brazil and Trinidad and Tobago were subregional coordinators and Mexico was the technical coordinator of a hemispheric project on the topic, financed by FEMCIDI. She reported on achievements, including the preparation of guidelines for the formulation of competencies and certification models; the development of criteria for the selection of two secondary schools per country to carry out the pilot project on certification of competencies; the production of educational and informational materials for curriculum design and school management training; the publication of informational and evaluation materials for selected educational centers in each country; and alliances with the business, labor, and educational sectors. 12/ She commented on the difficulties of holding subregional meetings.

The delegate of Trinidad and Tobago reported on the benefits of the project. In 2007, secondary education certification programs would be offered with support from the Ministry of Education.

The delegate of Brazil reported that the MERCOSUR countries had established qualitative indicators for the secondary education and labor competencies project.


General Dialogue and Opportunities for Collaboration


The delegations recognized the achievements, progress, and benefits of the hemispheric projects; they also mentioned difficulties in the implementation of those projects that were financed by FEMCIDI funds. Among the topics that they commented on were the following: (i) administrative problems, such as rigid deadlines and requirements for administrative procedures and reporting forms; (ii) effective communication with focal points; (iii) countries with no OAS office; (iv) lack of resources to finance meetings of coordinators; (v) technical difficulties with some online instruments, for which they suggested using [Microsoft] Word; (vi) working with 28 countries with different political contexts and languages on a hemispheric project did not meet the policy priorities of countries or respond to the theoretical challenges; and (vii) changes of authorities and coordinators in the ministries had delayed the project activities.


The delegates stated that after reviewing the status of the projects, they were left with the impression that indicators and tools for measuring their impact on the countries were lacking. They suggested that, in the future, projects should have indicators for evaluating their effectiveness and analyzing policy achievements. They requested that a sustainability plan be prepared, with indicators of results in terms of compliance with project targets and objectives, that follow-up indicators be designed, and that thought be given to indicators on the basis of each project. There was a need to seek results that were visible to the public at large and that at the same time benefited children in each of the countries in need of them. They requested technical assistance in evaluation, use of indicators, and analysis of projects according to their nature. They recommended arriving at a meta-analysis whenever possible.
V. FOURTH PLENARY SESSION
Early Childhood Education
/
The delegate of Venezuela, Ms. Marianela León, in coordination with the Technical Secretariat, discussed the progress made on the project entitled “Policies and strategies for young children’s successful transition toward socialization and school.” The activity was based on General Comment No. 7 of the United Nations [Committee] on the Rights of the Child and the report on Education for All (EFA) that had been delivered to the United Nations on the previous day.
/  The annotated agenda of the First Symposium, to be held from March 4 to 9, 2007, in Caracas, Venezuela, would focus on the analysis of policies, services, and strategies for education, care, and development of children from zero to three years of age. The symposium offered opportunities for analysis of the theoretical, conceptual, and policy foundations, and five subregional round tables, at which national directors of early childhood and preschool education, or the agency responsible for those age groups, would report on state-of-the-art services and policies. Round tables would be held with non-governmental and international organizations, which would present their activities on the topic; there would be sessions devoted to exchange of experiences and dissemination of lessons learned. The symposium would include an observation visit to centers and programs and the application of a design for monitoring, follow-up, and evaluation of the project and of the policies implemented by countries.

The symposium would be transmitted live in two languages, with the support of the Asociación Mundial de Educadoras Infantiles (World Association of Child Educators) (AMEI). Ms. León reported on the work in partnership with the United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) and the Van Leer Foundation of the Netherlands to carry out specific activities with child populations in rural, indigenous, and border areas. She noted the possibility of granting travel scholarships, which would have to be opened for competitive bidding, to some of the participants.
/
General Dialogue and Opportunities for Collaboration

The delegate of Colombia, Ms. Adriana Gaviria, expressed her country's interest in General Comment No. 7 of the [Committee] on the Rights of the Child, on early childhood. She reported on the strengthening of the early childhood program and a new 10-year plan that envisaged the holding, towards the end of the first half of 2007, of an international seminar under the auspices of the Organización de Estados Iberoamericanos (Organization of Ibero-American States) (OEI). The aim was to arrive at 400,000 beneficiaries who would be served by social welfare, educational, communication, and citizen organizations.

Saint Kitts, through its delegate, Ruth Thomas, noted the lack of a budget for institutionalizing early childhood education. Speaking for Costa Rica, its delegate, Ms. Gaudy Calvo, reported that early childhood education was one of the country's priorities, in addition to workforce participation, teacher development, and democracy, citizenship, ethics, and moral values, and that it would be offered to all children from the age of four.

The delegate of Chile, Ms. Ana María Quiróz, said that one of her government's priorities was education of children aged zero to three, which required collaborative support from the business sector and increased coverage. Chile had a 10-year strategic plan and had held a seminar on exchange of experiences with New Zealand, Australia, and the United Kingdom; the report on that seminar would be disseminated by the OAS. On-the-job training would be initiated in 2007 with support from the World Bank.

Ecuador, through its delegate, Ms. Gloria Vidal, reported that in November 2006 it would launch the zero to three curriculum as part of the government's efforts to give priority to early childhood education.

Mexico reported that the Constitution established the obligation to educate children from the age of three. The country had set targets for expanded coverage with quality, using various educational modalities. The project drew upon the experiences with UNESCO, in the framework of the EFA-E9 initiative, in which the world's most populous countries participated; the review of all early childhood issues with the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD); various active projects with UNICEF; and the pilot project with the OEI, supported by Eurosocial, on violence in the schools. The country expressed its broad support and offered to be an interlocutor and to report on the project at the high-level EFA meeting to be held in Cairo in November 2006.

Nicaragua, through its delegate, Ms. Alma Cordero, reported on education with itinerant teachers, work with families, and a guide to monitoring child development (Ages and Stages Questionnaire), an already validated instrument that was used to detect problems in children.

Barbados, represented by Mr. Laurie King, affirmed his government's full support for the improvement of educational materials for children, and for basic skills training, using targeted, low-cost materials supported by technical education specialists and materials meaningful to the population, in the framework of the OAS project.

The delegate of Canada, Mr. Emery Dosdall, reported that only one Canadian province had declared early childhood education to be mandatory. In British Columbia, early childhood education would be addressed to the poorest populations, including indigenous people, who did not participate in the economy and were therefore marginalized. Canada had pilot projects, such as the “Good Start Centre,”and had amassed a great deal of key research, including on different educational agents, such as grandparents. He expressed a wish to participate in the project and to exchange information and experiences with countries.

VI. FIFTH PLENARY SESSION
Literacy
In response to the Mandates given by the 2006 OAS General Assembly, held in the Dominican Republic, and the IV Meeting of Ministers of Education, held in Trinidad and Tobago in August 2005, on the topic of literacy, the delegates of Brazil and Venezuela had prepared an oral report that analyzed both the 2006 UNESCO Report on Education for All and the challenges of literacy. The report underscored the requirements for successful action to eradicate illiteracy, including political will and sufficient financing incorporated into education sector planning, as well as pertinent strategies in terms of learning objectives, taking into account the diversity of each community.

The delegates proposed that OAS participation in the topic should contribute to the Millennium Development Goals, the Goals of the Summits, and country needs. They suggested that a working group be formed to prepare a set of proposed recommendations to the CIE Authorities and Executive Committee, encompassing:  (i) review of resolutions and mandates; (ii) design of an instrument for collecting information; (iii) establishment of a virtual space for sharing methods, programs, and experiences; (iv) use of the OAS website as a Virtual Forum for exchange of experiences;  (v) coordination between the OAS Forum and efforts and those of the OEI, and use of the databases of other international organizations, including UNESCO and the Secretaría Ejecutiva del Convenio Andrés Bello (Executive Secretariat of the Andrés Bello Agreement) (SECAB); (vi) publication of a CD-ROM with significant experiences; (vi) [sic] dissemination of information on Venezuela's experience and the procedure that it had followed in adapting the methodology to indigenous populations; and (viii) the possibility of the OAS compiling successful experiences and making them available to member countries.

The President of the CIE noted the existence of studies, definitions of literacy, Centers for Excellence in Teacher Training (CETT), experiences such as the UNESCO pilot project with 34 countries (“Literacy for life,”“Literacy Initiative for Empowerment (LIFE)”), which had a guide, and the development of the Literacy Assessment and Monitoring Programme (LAMP) to assess literacy skills. She suggested that further research should be conducted on ongoing program initiatives.

Lastly, a Working Group was formed with the participation of Brazil and Venezuela (as co-coordinators), Argentina, Canada, Colombia, Ecuador, Guatemala, Mexico, Paraguay, United States, and Uruguay.  Brazil and Venezuela were tasked with proposing a discussion text to initiate the development of the Virtual Forum in which countries would report on their contributions. It was also proposed that a technician be recruited to spur participation by countries.

VII. SIXTH PLENARY SESSION
Consideration of Issues Related to Policies and Procedures

Update on Reserve Subfund Expenditures
/
The President of the CIE and the OAS Director of Education and Culture reported on the status of the Reserve Subfund. After reviewing the legal and political background to the establishment of the Subfund, they went over the authorizations that had been granted to finance projects and activities related to commitments made by the Ministers of Education. They reported on the criteria for approval of project financing funds and the amounts that had been invested for each year.

The speakers read out the Report on Reserve Subfund Expenditures,
/ showing revenues and expenditures to date and a total of US$1,243,875 in unexecuted expenditures. They pointed out that US$181,500 of that sum constituted resources that the CIE had already authorized for the second year of the project entitled “Policies and strategies for young children’s successful transition toward socialization and school,” contingent upon a successful completion report for the first year of the project.

Following the presentation, Trinidad and Tobago proposed a draft resolution entitled “Policies and procedures on the status and use of the Reserve Subfund.”
 The purpose of the resolution was to compile and streamline in a single document the existing criteria for approval of projects that requested resources from the Reserve Subfund (Education). Following a discussion of the text, it was agreed that country delegates would have two weeks to analyze it and make any observations in the CIE Virtual Forum; if no objections were raised during that period (by November  10, 2006), the draft resolution would be deemed to have been adopted.

OAS Project Evaluation Committee

Mr. Ricardo Graziano, OAS Director of Planning, Control and Evaluation, explained the project submission and evaluation standards implemented by the new General Secretariat administration. After outlining the historical and institutional background, he described the new project evaluation criteria, underscoring the importance of projects having political relevance in response to OAS mandates and being tailored to the organization's comparative advantages. He also emphasized that the Secretary General of the OAS should be considered as having sole responsibility for resource management.

Mr. Graziano stated that the resources of the Reserve Subfund were pre-allocated to various items and formed part of the resources of the OAS. In the present instance, the CIE and the General Secretariat complemented one another. The CIE established the use of the funds and the Project Evaluation Committee validated both the political relevance and the OAS comparative advantage of every project initiative. In conclusion, he noted that what was at issue was strengthening the quality of the OAS contribution; a process for defining variables, weighting factors, indicators, and instruments was in preparation. Projects could not be launched unless they were authorized by the Committee.

He stressed the implementation of a policy of recovery of indirect expenditures on resources or donations obtained by the OAS, the use of a single support request form, and the need for countries to define priorities in translating policies into technical solutions; the CIE defined policies, but disbursements were not made until the Committee took a decision.

VIII. SEVENTH PLENARY SESSION
Towards the Fifth Meeting of Ministers of Education 
The Ambassador of Colombia, Mr. Camilo Alfonso Ospina, offered his country as the venue for the Fifth Meeting of Ministers of Education. Meanwhile, the delegate of Venezuela, Ms. Marianela León, offered her country as the venue for the meeting and propounded the theme that her government proposed in response to the demands that the new millennium was making on the educational system. She proposed that the title be “The primacy of early childhood education and technical education in a world of equity and quality.”

The President of the CIE requested member countries to suggest topics for discussion that they deemed relevant, in addition to those proposed by Colombia and Venezuela. The suggestions were: migration and migrant education; teacher training for early childhood education; education for democracy; decentralization, deconcentration, and autonomy; mobility, and teacher training; Latin American and Caribbean integration.

The President of the CIE proposed that the next Meeting of CIE Authorities be held in the first quarter of 2007, in order to follow up on items pending from the current meeting and begin the preparations for the Fifth Meeting of Ministers of Education to be held in 2007.
IX. CLOSING SESSION

The President of the CIE concluded the deliberations of the Third Regular Meeting with recommendations for the continuation of the dialogue and the development of agreements by the member country delegates. She thanked the General Secretariat and, in particular, the Technical Secretariat of the DEC/OAS, for their support.
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�.	Nicaragua, Peru, Bahamas, and Brazil are sub-regional coordinators; Argentina is the regional coordinator.


�.	See progress report entitled “Inter-American Teacher Educator Network,” document CIDI/CIE/INF.2/06.





12  See website: � HYPERLINK "www.redenet.edu" ��www.redenet.edu�.


�.	See reference document on the project entitled “Policies and strategies for young children’s successful transition toward socialization and school.” The project proposal was approved by the CIE Authorities and Executive Committee (document CIDI/CECIE/doc.13/06/rev.1).
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�.	See websites: � HYPERLINK "mailto:readytolearn@oest.oas.org" ��readytolearn@oest.oas.org� and � HYPERLINK "http://www.oest.oas.org/dit" ��http://www.oest.oas.org/dit�.





�.	“Policies and procedures related to the nature and use of the Reserve Subfund," document CIDI/CIE/doc.6/06.


�.	See “Report on Reserve Subfund expenditures,” document CIDI/CIE/doc.5/06.


�.	See draft resolution, document CIDI/CIE/doc.7/06.
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