                                  CARICOM

REPORT ON THE XIII INTER-AMERICAN CONFERENCE OF

MINISTERS OF LABOUR ON OCCUPATIONAL HEALTH AND SAFETY

– SAN SALVADOR, EL SALVADOR, APRIL 28 TO 30, 2004

(i)
“We believe that a successful and effective Occupational Health 

and Safety initiative for the CARICOM Region can only be achieved by 

joint consultation with the member states of CARICOM”.

“A collaborative effort by the Government Ministries responsible for 

managing Occupational Health and Safety in each country; the 

involvement of the social partners and other stakeholders and other non-

Government Organisations can be the only way forward in formulating a 

regional policy to address the issue of Occupational Health and Safety 

in our Region”.

“Such a policy should be based on ILO standards since most of these 

countries are members of the ILO and has ratified some of the fundament 

conventions including Convention No. 155”.

“We believe that the success of such integrated approach in formulation 

such a policy could be enhanced by the consideration of some of the 

models that we have seen so far – the CERSSO model and Belize 

Experience – where excerpts can be applied to our own situation”.

(ii)
“In an effort to reinforce the Occupational Health and Safety 

topic within the integration process.  We seek assistance from the 

international bodies responsible for promoting and managing 

Occupational Health and Safety such as the ILO and CERSSO.  We think 

that in that way a regional policy can be achieved”.

(iii)
“As representatives of the CARICOM Region, we have decided that 

we will recommend to the OAS, present at this meeting, that the 

Occupational Health and Safety topic be placed on the agenda of the 

XIII Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labour in Washington in 

May, 2004.  We also recommend that CERSSO model and Belize Experience 

be presented.”

(iv)
“We conclude that at the next CARICOM meeting of Ministers of 

Labour, the CERSSO Representative and the Belize Authorities will be 

invited to exchange the Central American Regional experience in 

Occupational Health and Safety supported by CERSSO.  We recommend that 

this conclusion be taken to the joint meeting of Ministers of Labour 

and Minister of Health.”Presented by:

Representatives from CARICOM Countries – 

Grenada

Trinidad & Tobago

Antigua

Dominica

Suriname

Belize
