RECOMMENDATION OF SAN SALVADOR

With the occasion of the 

WORKSHOP OF OCCUPATIONAL HEALTH AND SAFETY 

In the framework of the

XIII CONFERENCE OF MINISTERS OF LABOUR 

The Ministers of Labour participating in the Workshop on Occupational Health and Safety “Subregional Center of Occupational Health and Safety (CERSSO), a subregional experience”, in San Salvador, El Salvador, April 29 - 30 2004.

Minister of Labour of Belize, Marcial Mes

Minister of Labour of Costa Rica, Ovidio Pacheco Salazar

Minister of Labour of El Salvador, Jorge Isidoro Nieto Menéndez

Minister of Labour of Honduras, Germán Edgardo Leitzelar

Minister of Labour of Nicaragua, Virgilio Gurdian Castellón

Vice Minister of Labour of Guatemala, Cesar Guillermo Castillo Reyes

The representatives of the Ministries of Labour of Antigua & Barbuda, Argentina, Chile, Canada, Dominica, Grenada, Mexico, Peru, the Dominican Republic, Suriname and Trinidad & Tobago, representatives of the Advisory Bodies CEATAL and COSATE and the Centers and instances of Occupational Health and Safety from the different subregions, and the International Organizations OAS, PAHO, ILO and FISO, 

Considering that:

1. Occupational Health and Safety of workers are basic and universal rights that must be guaranteed.

2. Nation-States have the obligation of protecting workers’ rights.

3. Any investment in the reduction of accidents, diseases, mortality and disabilities caused by work, as well as in the improvement of the working conditions, has a considerable effect on the improvement of the quality of life and sustainable human development, competitiveness, and national, subregional and hemispheric productivity. 

Recommend to: 

1. Strengthen FUNDACERSSO`s initiative as an action responding to the commitments of the Summit of the Americas and the XII and the XIII IACML in all 8 Central American countries and the Dominican Republic to be presented at the IACML Working Groups Meeting in Washington, D.C. May, 2004.

2. Request PAHO to elevate this issue, jointly with OAS, through the participation of the Troika at the upcoming Meeting of the Directive Council of Ministers of Health in September 2004. 

3. Include the issue of Occupational Health and Safety as a key thematic area within the Plan of Action of the XIV IACML in Mexico.

4. Advance in the development of a support project for FUNDACERSSO with the collaboration of the ILO and the PAHO to submit a Project Concept to the CIDI’s Multilateral Special Fund of the OAS through the ministries of external relations in each country.

5. Propose a Meeting of the Central American Ministers of Labour with IDB, OAS, ILO and PAHO authorities to explore mechanisms to support FUNDACERSSO.

6. Promote the Central American experience of FUNDACERSSO in the International Fora such as the Hispanic Forum at the National Safety Council’s Congress in the US, and at the XVII World Safety and Health Congress sponsored by the ILO, the International Social Safety Association (ISSA) and the National Safety Congress of the US to be held in Orlando in September 2005.

7. Promote greater cooperation between the Canadian Center for Occupational Health and Safety (CCOHS), in its capacity as collaborative center of PAHO/WHO, with FUNDACERSSO and with other subregional initiatives. 

8. Seek for mechanisms to strengthen information systems throughout the Central American Region. 

9. Promote greater linkage and work between Ministers of Labour and Ministers of Health, as well as between Ministers of Labour and Ministers of Education at both the subregional and hemispheric levels. 

10. Identify virtual and presential mechanisms that will allow to continue offering Masters and Diplomas in Occupational Health and Safety with the support of the OAS Educational Portal of the Americas, the Inter American University Organization, the International Labour Organization (ILO) and the Pan American Health Organization in order to promote joint certifications with national and foreign universities.

11. Promote subregional initiatives that draw from the lessons learned from CERSSO’s subregional cohesion in the area of Occupational Health and Safety with special emphasis on the strengthening tripartite work. 

12. Support CARICOM and the counterparts of the OECS in strengthening a subregional mechanism in OCCUPATIONAL HEALTH AND SAFETY. 

13. Promote yearly workshops on Occupational Health and Safety organized by the Ministers of Labour from the different subregions with the support from the OAS as Technical Secretariat of the IACML, the PAHO, ILO, IDB and other agencies in order to continue promoting the exchange of experiences on this subject.

14. Negotiate through the presidents of the Councils of Ministers of Labour of MERCOSUR, CAN, CARICOM and the Central American countries and Dominican Republic, Panama and Belize, the development of a joint plan to coordinate actions on Occupational Health and Safety, in order to create greater synergy. 

15. Establish a network of focal points in Occupational Health and Safety to support the joint work of the OAS, PAHO, ILO and the European Agency of Safety and Health at Work (European Union). 

16. Work with the Trade Unit of the OAS in order to strengthen the discussion of this issue in the context of the Trade Agreements. 
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