Civics and Ethics Education

(Formación Cívica y Ética)
Subsecretaria de Educación Publica
Mexico

Why was this program selected to be shared with other countries?
Because the program is on its fifth year of operation and it has passed the six-year term of the government from where the program had started.
Description 

The program is a Civic and Ethics education program that takes into account not just its application in one subject but also the students’ school environment, the transversal application of various subjects and the everyday life of the students.

Objectives

The Civics and Ethics Education program has the goal to promote explicitly the civic and democratic values in the basic and secondary levels of education.

Duration, Coverage and target population 

The program has been running for 5 years and in the 2004-2005 school year it will enter its sixth year of operation. The program has national scope and it targets students from primary and secondary and technical schools; in-service teachers; sector directors and principals of schools and scholars from teacher education schools.
The program now has enriched its perspectives and it has been working at the primary level. For the primary level an experimental phase has been developed to sensitize and inform some schools together with teachers and educational teams of 14 entities in the country. A preliminary version of the contents is included in the subject Civics and Ethics Education. 
For the secondary level, there is a new proposal for the program in Civics and Ethics Education in the framework of the Comprehensive Reform of Secondary Education.

Educational Components

· Pedagogy and teacher preparation 
Regarding pre-service education, there is the inclusion of the modality Civics and ethics in the Teacher Education Program in Secondary Education (Plan 1999) as part of the Program Academic Changes and Strengths for the Teacher Education Schools (normales), for what there are also materials designed for each of the subjects that are part of this modality. 

There were two phases for in-service teacher development to implement the program, in 1999 and 2000 where the following materials were developed:

· Materials
· Formación cívica y ética. Guía de estudio para profesores en servicio de escuelas secundarias generales, técnicas y telesecundarias, SEP, 1999.
· Formación cívica y ética. Guía de estudio para personal directivo de educación secundaria, SEP, 1999. 
· Guía de estudio para la segunda jornada nacional de capacitación de profesores en servicio de escuelas generales, técnicas y telesecundarias, SEP, 2000.
· Guía de estudio para la segunda jornada nacional de capacitación para directores de escuelas generales, técnica y telesecundarias, SEP, 2000.
· Guía de estudio para la segunda jornada nacional de capacitación para jefes de sector de escuelas generales, técnicas y telesecundarias, SEP, 2000.
· Formación cívica y ética. Trabajemos algunos contenidos de los programas de estudio, SEP, 2000.
· Libro para el maestro. Formación cívica y ética. SEP, 2000 which has a guide for teachers.
The program also relies on different print and audiovisual materials. The latter are categorized into different series such as  “Civics and Ethics Knowledge at School”, “Specials in Civics and Ethics Education” and “Thoughts and Ideas in Civics and Ethics Education”  

Evaluation

As part of the goals for the National Education Program 2001-2006, it there might be changes in the organization of secondary schools to strengthen the development of democratic school environments, where the goals of Ethics and Civic Education can also be met. 
