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DRAFT DECLARATION OF MEXICO AND COMMITMENTS TO ACTION

Having considered various proposals and arguments, the Ministers of Education of the member countries of the Organization of American States hereby declare the following:

1. We have committed ourselves to educating present and future generations by developing their capacity to participate in a global environment.

2. We affirm that our societies cannot fully achieve the happiness of our people or their cultural, economic, and political development without assigning the highest priority in spending and investment decisions to education of all kinds, at all levels, and in all forms; to scientific research; to technological development; and to the dissemination and preservation of culture.

3. We are cognizant of the challenges educators face due to increasing poverty among our people and day-to-day violence in our cities, as well as to the international events that have led to instability during the period of just over two years since the Third Summit of the Americas.

4. We reaffirm the Declaration against Violence that we adopted in Punta del Este
/ and, in that context, we recognize that peace and democracy are necessary conditions for the full exercise of fundamental freedoms, as well as for the proper development of educational systems.  In turn, we believe that education represents the best way to shape democratic citizens and defenders of peace.

5. We assume our responsibility for consolidating an educational system capable of ensuring that citizens embrace democracy as a way of life, that governments establish social justice on an ongoing basis, and that fundamental freedoms and human dignity will, without exception, be guiding principles for every educational action taken.

6. We accept that the educational challenges we face as nations, as subregions, and as a hemisphere require extensive reflection on the relationship between economic and social policies, especially with regard to the financing of education policies that make it possible to promote integral development.

7. We urge international financial institutions and the more developed countries to meet the commitments undertaken in the Monterrey Consensus by establishing a multilateral fund for education not only to provide support for the most vulnerable nations but also to encourage countries that are making headway in their efforts to achieve the millennium goals.

8. We recognize the importance of the hemisphere-wide partnership for development activities that we have developed within the framework of the ministerial meetings as well as in colloquia, seminars, and workshops to move forward on particular topics for follow-up on the commitments emanating from the Summits of the Americas, for which we have received valuable contributions and support from civil society organizations, which permitted the design of the hemispheric programs, described herein in the section titled Commitments to Action.

9. We express our satisfaction that the Inter-American Committee on Education (CIE) has been formally established to perform technical and political functions and build consensus in favor of hemispheric and subregional programs.


The CIE–a body composed of representatives appointed by each of us, the Ministers of Education of the OAS member states–will provide a legitimate consultation forum for the IDB, the World Bank, and other similar institutions as they carry out their education programs.


We recognize the work performed by the OAS General Secretariat, particularly the UDSE–in its capacity as Technical Secretary--as well as the countries of the Follow-up Group of the Education Chapter of the Summits of the Americas (G-11), for having made possible the combined effort that resulted in the Inter-American Committee on Education and the three important hemispheric programs.

10.
We understand that systematic and permanent evaluation of educational components, processes, and outcomes is an indispensable task.  We recognize that evaluation alone does not guarantee improvements in educational services but also recognize that without evaluation, the objective of good-quality education may never be achieved.

11. We accept that more rigorous quality standards and performance levels must be institutionalized in our educational systems.

12. We express our fullest recognition and profound gratitude to teachers, promoters of community education, literacy instructors, and in general all men and women whose professional mission in life is to educate and seek knowledge.

[We urge] our Heads of State and Government, our legislators, and civil society to fully support our efforts to offer educators the best possible conditions for exercising their profession.

13. We reaffirm our obligation to implement the political directives and guidelines emanating from the three Summits of the Americas:

· To acknowledge that the Hemisphere's cultural diversity is a source of wealth and inspiration for our societies and their educational programs.

· To eradicate all acts of intolerance and discrimination.

· To maintain our unified determination to pass on to future generations a democratic, prosperous, more just and more generous hemisphere; a hemisphere where no one is left behind.

· To develop, at all levels of schooling, pedagogical practices based on the principles of intercultural and bilingual education.


In short, we assign the highest priority to the original idea behind these joint activities: That the Summits of the Americas and the ministerial meetings exist to serve people.

In the context of the mandates received from our Heads of State and Government and the commitments we have made, and in spite of the important advances that we have attained, we recognize that we still face many challenges.  For this reason, to support our Declaration with concrete actions, we, the Ministers of the Americas, adopt the following

COMMITMENTS TO ACTION

1. To strengthen the Inter-American Committee on Education (CIE) as the main forum for following up on the mandates of the Summits of the Americas by appointing our best professionals who will be in direct contact with us and spare no effort to implement the commitments assumed by the Committee.  We also request the OAS Unit for Social Development and Education, in its capacity as Technical Secretariat of the ministerial meetings and of the CIE, to continue to provide support to the member states to assure complete compliance with these Commitments.  In this context, we ask the CIE to: 

a. Follow the progress made with regard to the objectives of the Summit of the Americas, taking into account the goals of Education for All and the millennium goals.

b. Make a special effort to organize a meeting before the end of the year to share our programs in values education in order to strengthen the decision we made in Punta del Este to promote education for peace and against violence, with the participation of the OAS, UNESCO, the Organization of Ibero-American States for Education, Science and Culture (OEI), and the Andres Bello Agreement.

c. Support the efforts of states to offer good-quality education in multicultural contexts and respond to the challenges of providing intercultural and bilingual education in the region.

d. Design educational strategies for use of the EDUSAT satellite network in pursuance of the goal of quality education with equity. In this sense, we instruct the CIE to initiate, as soon as possible, a program of “Hemispheric Dialogues on Education” with the World Bank Institute, the OAS, and the General Directorate of Educational Television of Mexico’s Secretariat of Public Education (DGTVE/SEP) (Institute of Connectivity of the Americas).

e. Reinforce higher education and hemispheric networks through further exchanges of students, teacher, and researchers.

f. Promote programs on science and technology at all educational levels, in coordination with the Inter-American Committee of Science and Technology. 

g. Regarding the Educational Portal of the Americas, request that existing virtual human resource development programs developed by universities and institutions of higher learning in the region on the five thematic areas of the hemispheric projects be identified, evaluated, and recommended so as to strengthen the Portal’s superior offerings and thus ensure its relevance.

h. Develop collaborative strategies with civil society organizations in order to benefit from their experience when carrying out its own work, especially in areas of education pertaining to the most vulnerable sectors of society.

i. Coordinate actions with the Inter-American Commission of Women to draw up strategies to allow the eradication of gender disparities in access and permanence at all educational levels, especially in primary and secondary education.

j. Establish partnerships with the private sector to support education, in particular the hemispheric projects. 

k. Examine the education chapter of the OAS Strategic Plan for Partnership for Development 2002-2005 in order to consider the need for adapting it to the present Declaration and Commitments. 

2. To participate in the hemispheric projects endorsed at this meeting, contained in the appendix to this Declaration, which allow us to examine the way in which each of our countries is affected by those topics. We therefore commit to carrying out diagnostic studies and policy analysis in the area at the national, subregional, and hemispheric levels. Likewise, we commit to designing training strategies and to identifying experiences with a demonstration effect that will guide the way and build the capacity required to benefit all those at the center of our educational commitment
/.

3. We commit to pursuing and strengthening our commitments to develop actions in the following five priority areas identified at the Meeting of Ministers in Punta del Este:

a. Quality with equity;

b. Decentralization, management, social participation, and the professional development of teachers;

c. Youth, secondary education, and labor skills certification;

d. Higher education, academic mobility, and science and technology;

e. New technologies in education.

4. We recognize the outstanding work being done by the OAS in supporting the transfer of consolidated programs and we urge it to continue in this endeavor.  Thanks to this support, Argentina, Chile, El Salvador, Colombia, Costa Rica, and Mexico have fostered important programs, the benefits of which have been widely shared.  Ideas like the development of a virtual knowledge and consultancy network, e.g. CONARED, and the dissemination of the Permanent Portfolio of Consolidated Programs will continue to receive our support.

5. We urge the various cooperation, development, and financing agencies to join efforts in pursuance of the hemispheric projects, thereby supporting countries in their endeavors to achieve the goals we have proposed.  We are pleased with the IDB’s initiative to reconsider the challenges of educational financing in the Hemisphere.

6. We urge the OAS to coordinate educational instruments and issue guidelines so that these instruments and guidelines may reinforce actions undertaken in the hemispheric programs.  Examples include but are not limited to the Portfolio of Consolidated Programs; the Educational Portal of the Americas; the OAS Institute of Advanced Studies for the Americas, in Miami; the Fellowship and Training Program, and CONARED, the knowledge and consultancy network.

7. To establish national, subregional, and hemispheric mechanisms for analyzing the challenges associated with financing education, involving ministers of finance, ministers of education, and entrepreneurs committed to promoting education.  Accordingly, we welcome the joint efforts of the IDB and the OAS to analyze the problems of financing education in the Hemisphere and to find strategies for mitigating their negative impact.

8. To present to the Heads of State and Government participating in the “Special Summit of the Americas” a multilateral fund proposal:  the fruit of an alliance between the public and the private sectors, geared to supporting education.  That fund will help boost horizontal partnership for development among countries, prioritizing countries whose educational systems are the most vulnerable and rewarding and encouraging those nations that are making headway in achieving the millennium goals and those of the Summit of the Americas.
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DECLARATION AGAINST VIOLENCE
Declaration Against Violence

As we stand before the threats of irrational violence, war and terrorism that have been imposed upon the future of humanity; we, the Ministers of Education of the Americas, hereby proclaim our decision to deepen and expand the bounds of educational processes. For by so doing, we shall strengthen the knowledge, values and attitudes that recognize and champion diversity, tolerance, mutual respect, non-violence, social justice and equality, as well as cooperation and solidarity among all peoples. 

To work for peace is to strengthen school systems so that children and youth can feel nurtured and protected, so that as they learn they can better understand the society to which they belong and the world around them. This implies developing the capacity to think, to exchange ideas, to comprehend, and to transform themselves and their environs through reasonable and active dialogue. It also implies reinforcing the study of history, the great knowledge of societies and their cultures, and understanding the dynamic forces of change that humanity has experienced through rooting individual identity in diversity. 

To work for peace is to work for human development and social progress. It is to contribute so that children, youth and adults alike can find deeper meaning in their lives, renew the hope for a better future and build the confidence required to make that vision a reality. It also means contributing to the formation of a responsible public opinion that is capable of expressing itself in ways more mature and profound than mere mass media.

In response to this, as the Ministers of Education of the Americas, we commit ourselves to emphasize nonviolence and a culture of peace within the educational initiatives that form and reinforce our national and sub-regional values, and also promoting the construction of a Continental Program for Values in Education for 2003. 

Finally, we declare our emphatic repudiation of the attacks on the United States of America and express our solidarity with this country as well as its condemnation of all acts of violence that affect peaceful coexistence.
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�.	The Declaration against Violence is annexed to the present Declaration and Commitments.


�.	This point of the Commitments will be complemented by a summary of what is proposed in each of the hemispheric projects taken from the projects profiles once they are complete.
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