PAGE  
- 3 -

THIRD MEETING OF MINISTERS OF EDUCATION


OEA/Ser.K/V.6.1

August 11 - 13, 2003



CIDI/RME/doc. 5/03 

Mexico City, Mexico 


6 August 2003
 



Original: Spanish
DECLARATION OF THE MEETING ON “CIVIL SOCIETY PARTICIPATION 

IN EDUCATION”
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IN EDUCATION”
We, representatives of civil society organizations of the countries of the Americas, gathered in Bogota, Colombia, on July 28 and 29, 2003, recognize that a quality education is essential for the growth and development of our nations, to strengthen the democratic culture, and for reduction of poverty.  

In view of the repercussions that the FTAA can have on education in countries and on civil society organizations concerned with this issue, we suggest to the Ministers of Education of the Americas to conduct a meaningful review of aspect, with a view to formulating proposals on behalf of education for children and young people in the Americas.

We suggest to the Ministers of Education of the Americas the preparation of a joint proposal to be presented at the Special Summit of the Americas this coming November, in order that the International Monetary Fund might forgive a portion of the foreign debt and allocate it to investment in increased access to, and improvement in quality and equity of, education in Latin America and the Caribbean.

We consider that civil society should perform three fundamental roles in education in countries: first, participate in an organized manner in the design of education policy and in the creation of commitments and goals at both the national and the inter-American level; second, be a partner in the implementation of groundbreaking, high-quality projects; and, third, permanent follow-up on fulfillment of these goals. Accordingly, we ask the Ministers of Education to guarantee the availability and transparency of information in order to enable permanent public accountability.

We, therefore, call on the Ministers of Education of the Americas gathered in Mexico City to bear in mind the following aspects in hemispheric initiatives:

· All measures adopted in favor of quality and equity of education shall involve all actors, through partnership building with other sectors, in order to permit our children and youth to develop and strengthen their basic and citizen competencies, respecting culture and human rights, in a framework of acknowledgement, acceptance, and consideration of diversity in inclusive environments and schools, with particular attention given to persons with special educational needs.

· Programs on secondary education for work shall be comprehensive and include competencies and skills that enable students not only to become employed but also to generate employment.  Apart from innovation and creativity, education will encompass aspects related to health care and citizen training. We recommend to the Ministers of Education of the Americas to institute public policies to foster collaboration among education authorities, the productive sector, and civil society organizations.

· Teacher training should not only strive for academic excellence, but also seek to impart values and democratic practices, in order to provide student-teachers with a comprehensive education, which recognizes them as builders of knowledge and enables them to develop their skills. Teacher training demands support and coaching in the classroom.

· We recommend that hemispheric initiatives include the creation of teams of experts in each country composed of representatives of the Ministry of Education and civil society, in order to pave the way for hemispheric projects and create mechanisms for follow-up and evaluation.
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