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Conceptual framework

The Department of Public Education, through the General Directorate for Educational Television (DGTVE), within the Under Department of Basic and Normal Education, is responsible for producing, programming, and transmitting educational content over the Educational Satellite Television Network (EDUSAT), the leading compressed digital signal system in Latin America, transmitting 12 television channels daily, nine of which offer programming produced by EDUSAT (channels 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, and 23), with three retransmitting  under agreement (channels 21, 22, and 24), and four transmitting radio signals (channels 112, 114, 115, and 117), to a total of 30,000 receiving stations in Mexico, including distance learning, technical, and general schools at the secondary level, teacher centers, technology institutes, universities, normal teacher schools, and technological education centers.

Also participating are more then 80 higher education institutions and centers around the country and throughout most of the American hemisphere.  Through Televicable del Centro the network broadcasts to the cities of Celaya, Zacatecas, Querétaro, and Fresnillo, and also transmits via the State Television Network.

Of the nine channels offering DGTVE-produced programming, DGTVE directly administers channels 11, 12, 14, and 17, and participates extensively in the administration of Channel 18, serving the Agricultural Distance Learning Program of the State of Puebla, as well as radio station 117, which features our special education for society program.

All of these activities have established a track record of more than 35 years in exploring and discovering the major potential benefits of audiovisual education as a powerful tool that has unquestionably helped to bring education and knowledge to a wide range of users in the most remote and disadvantaged areas of the country, offering a variety of educational modalities, levels, and content.

Mission

The mission of the General Directorate for Educational Television in introducing Channel 27, the Educational Channel of the Americas (CEA), to the EDUSAT Network is to create conditions enabling all people in Latin America to exercise their right to education.  Achieving equity in education is a complicated undertaking, especially in nations with complex and historically rich cultures.  Our job, as disseminators of knowledge via electronic media, is essentially to combine the efforts being applied on the basis of different Latin American educational models.  In doing so, we pay particular attention to educationally disadvantaged regions.

Vision
Channel 27, the Educational Channel of the Americas, is guided by a clear vision for the future: access to quality education for all Latin Americans through the use of information and communication technologies.

How will this vision be realized?  By working toward the same objectives pursued by the OAS, especially as set forth in the following provision of the Organization's Statutes:  6) to promote, through active cooperation, their economic, social, and cultural development.

Channel 27 is endeavoring to update and diversify the coverage of EDUSAT, developing a sui generis conduit for the joy of daily learning, applying teaching methods geared to the use of educational technology, distilling the essence of our varied educational and cultural products to transcend national borders and unite all our sister nations on the path toward continued progress in the production, distribution, and systematization of audiovisual and computer material in support of education.

Objectives
Hence, the desire and imperative need to expand our service to a wider geographic audience, which in turn will help to:

1.  Strengthen the bonds of brotherhood among the American peoples through our mission of promoting education at all levels.

2.  Elicit programming from each of the nations participating in the project; in other words, to have each of the countries provide DGTVE with video material to enrich its broadcast program offering.  It would without question be impossible to sustain the profile of our channel without this valuable contribution.

3.  Create an alternative vision for the diverse population groups of Latin America.

4.  Strengthen international ties and expand the coverage of our service, quantitatively and qualitatively, using satellite television over the EDUSAT network as an essential tool.

5.  Share our objectives and values of honesty, responsibility, respect, commitment, integrity, leadership, equality, discipline, and above all, attention to service, with the peoples of Latin America.

Goals
1.  Disseminate EDUSAT programming, which includes basic, intermediate, and higher education, as well as related series on topics of general interest.

2.  Draw on the video material contributed by each country to transmit programming designed especially for their respective national audiences.

3.  Provide alternative television for the diverse population groups of Latin America by taking a multicultural approach that draws on the full range of educational approaches.

4.  Shape a Latin American society that learns to share information through communication channels, allowing for faster and more accurate interaction by optimizing the use of satellite television.

5.  Engage the Latin community in shaping the values that motivate and support the work of the Department of Public Education (SEP), and which are applied by the General Directorate of Educational Television (DGTVE) to the administration of the EDUSAT network.

