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Francisco Flores

President of the Republic of El Salvador, 1999-2004.  Central American candidate for the post of Secretary General of the OAS.
During the Presidency of Mr. Francisco Flores, El Salvador achieved the highest poverty reduction rate in the region; the highest level of public investment in the history of the country; and consolidation of macroeconomic stability, with a new monetary regime and a reduction in the fiscal deficit that enabled El Salvador to have the lowest interest and inflation rates of the past 25 years.  All this was achieved despite the fact that, in 2001, El Salvador suffered the worst natural disasters in its history: two earthquakes within 30 days.  The way Mr. Flores’ government handled that crisis earned it both national and international acclaim.

For the abovementioned reasons, El Salvador became a point of reference for developing countries.  It went from being a country renowned for poverty and violence to being a model of growth and human development.

During Mr. Flores’ term in office, El Salvador was at the forefront of the Central American integration project and Mr. Flores was considered the leader of that aspiration.

He ended his Presidency with a higher approval rating (76 percent) than when he was elected (52 percent).

Background

In 1997, Mr. Flores was unanimously elected, by all political factions, Chair of the Legislative Assembly.  When he resigned from that post to compete for the Presidency of the Republic, he was accorded public recognition by all political parties for his skill in leading the Legislative Assembly.

Positions he held in previous governments include: Secretary of Communications; Vice Minister of the Presidency; Vice Minister of Planning, and Coordinator of the Social Policy Cabinet.

Mr. Flores was the youngest ever civil servant to hold each of those positions.

Personal Data

Mr. Flores was born on October 17, 1959.  He is married to Lourdes María Rodríguez and has two children, Gabriela and Juan Marcos.  He graduated in Political Science from Amherst College.













