Luis Ernesto Derbez Bautista
Secretary of Foreign Affairs of Mexico since January 2003.  Native of San Luis Potosí.  Degree in Economics from the Autonomous University of San Luis Potosí.  Degree of Master of Economics from the University of Oregon.  Doctorate in Economics from Iowa State University, which awarded him a doctorate honoris causa.
Extensive experience and prestige in the international economic arena.  Worked for 14 years at the World Bank as a manager of diverse regional development projects in Latin America, Africa, and South Asia–particularly India, Nepal, and Bhutan.  Participated in implementing structural adjustment programs in Chile, Costa Rica, Honduras, and Guatemala, and in implementing multilateral economic support programs.  Was also principal author and supervisor of macroeconomic reports on the countries in which he worked, and of sectoral reports in the areas of finance and banking.
From 1997 to 2000, he worked as an independent consultant at the World Bank and the Inter-American Development Bank.  He headed a group of consultants who advised the Governments of Honduras and Nicaragua in instituting economic recovery and infrastructure rehabilitation programs, following the destruction of Hurricane Mitch.
During President Vicente Fox’s presidential election campaign, he directed the team that drafted the 2000-2006 government plan.  During the President-elect’s transition period, he was coordinator of the economic program.  At the outset of his administration, President Fox named him Secretary of the Economy, a position he occupied until his appointment as Secretary of Foreign Affairs.  As manager of the economic portfolio, he designed and implemented various sectoral programs and production chain integration programs.  He presided at the Fifth Ministerial Meeting of the World Trade Organization, held in Cancún, Quintana Roo, in September 2003.
As an academic, he has been a professor at the Graduate School of Business Administration of the Institute of Technology and Higher Learning of Monterrey (ITESM); a visiting professor at the Johns Hopkins University School of Advanced International Studies; and Director of the Department of Economics and of the Econometric Studies Unit of the ITESM in Monterrey.  He also served as Academic Vice Rector at the University of the Americas A.C. in Cholula, Puebla.
