Activity Report of the Office of the OAS General Secretariat
in the Belize-Guatemala Adjacency Zone

I.
Introduction
The Office of the OAS General Secretariat in the Belize-Guatemala Adjacency Zone (OAS/AZ Mission) of the Department of Sustainable Democracy and Special Missions, established in 2003 as a result of implementation of the agreements on confidence-building measures (CBMs) between Belize and Guatemala, signed on February 7, 2003, and September 7, 2005, carries out various activities stemming from the aforementioned agreements. 

Of this diverse array of activities, the verifications, their follow-up, and preparation of reports on any incident in the Adjacency Zone (AZ) are not only the most important regular activity in the AZ but also provide the means to ensure a constant presence in the communities in the Adjacency Zone.  Their most tangible result is to detect any anomaly or conflict in its early stages, in order to respond immediately and thus prevent an escalation of the controversy that could damage relations between communities and officials as well as ties between the two countries.
Verifications include an investigation of the geographic location of the event, its protagonists, and the parties affected; a determination concerning the nature of the incident; an assessment of the situation following the incident; ongoing follow-up of the case; and reporting to the respective officials of each country. These activities are carried out in close coordination with the foreign ministries of the two countries.
Various activities and initiatives undertaken pursuant to the mandate on confidence-building measures contribute to increased communication and coordination, as well as rapprochement, between the officials of Belize and Guatemala, diverse government entities, both local and central, and the communities themselves.
II.
Verifications
During 2008, the OAS/AZ Office conducted 22 official verifications or, in other words, verifications requested by one of the two governments, and approximately 40 ex officio verifications and follow-ups as a result of implementation of the Incident Early Warning System (IEWS). The verifications basically consist of two types of actions: official verifications requested in writing by the respective governments, and ex officio verifications conducted through the Incident Early Warning System, which the Mission has designed to detect any trouble spot where an incident might occur so that tension may be deactivated before it escalates.  This second type of verification does not require an official request.  Rather, it is conducted ex officio by the OAS/AZ Mission. 

Most of the 2008 verifications took place in forest areas distant from densely populated areas.  They were linked to arrests, harvesting of precious woods, cutting of xate leaves, sowing of crops, and building of new structures in the AZ.  In four cases, firearms were seized.  In addition, one person was wounded by a cutting and thrusting weapon and one by a firearm, and three people suffered bodily injuries. There was one case of hostage-taking and several cases of firearms use. There were four cases of verification of housing units or human settlements within the AZ. 

In addition, whenever support was requested–in the security area–to conduct the verifications, it was provided to the OAS/AZ Mission by the Belize Defense Force (BDF) and the Guatemalan Army. 
III.
Resettlement of Populations
In April, the Santa Rosa Community Resettlement Project was completed. This community of 17 Guatemalan families, previously located in the Adjacency Zone administrated by Belize, was relocated to Poptún in the Department of El Petén, Guatemala.  The families were given housing units with potable water services, sanitary systems, agricultural plots, forest reserve areas, a school, space for a cemetery, a building to be used as a community center, a structure for a church, a sports area with a concrete playing field, and an equipped playground.  The property has a surface area of 603.56 acres, or 244.69 hectares, and is administered by a trust that will end in 2012, at which time ownership will be transferred to the beneficiaries.
Moreover, as a result of a request for verifications, the presence of two groups of multinuclear families was detected and/or confirmed in the forest of the AZ administered by Belize.
IV.
Support to the Armed Forces of Belize and Guatemala
In the course of the year, four regular operational coordination meetings between the Belize Defense Force (BDF) and the Guatemalan Army were held, with the participation and support of the OAS/AZ Mission. Likewise, eight special meetings were held at the headquarters of the OAS/AZ Mission to coordinate AZ matters.  A special meeting between the two armies also took place to standardize the geographic names used in the AZ, establish their place on maps, and identify sensitive areas. Lastly, technical support for use of the GPS devices previously given to the armed forces was provided throughout the year.
V.
Technical Coordination with the PAIGH (Pan American Institute of Geography and History)

Work continued throughout the year in close coordination with the PAIGH–a body of the inter-American system.  This took the form of cartographic support and precise localization on AZ maps based on information gathered in the field during verifications.
VI.
Social Work
Support for individuals, communities, and institutions in the AZ is also provided in the following areas: provision of fuel for transport, food, transportation tickets, donation of school supplies and toys, overnights shelters, etc., for schools, firemen, and needy families whose situation is directly linked to situations or incidents in the Adjacency Zone.
VII. Promotion and Development of a Culture of Peace 

Support for communities in general and for children and youths in particular is part of the Mission’s ongoing efforts in the AZ geared toward the Promotion and Development of a Culture of Peace. In this connection, in the course of the year improvements were made to the soccer field in Al Arenal, a community that straddles the Adjacency Line (AL).

Support was also extended to the El Pilar Binational Archeological Reserve Project.
VII.
Belize–Guatemala Interagency Coordination

Activities continued in support of coordination between the agencies of the two countries through the provision of space and management services for meetings of NGOs, local governments, and various public agencies of Belize and Guatemala, which took place at the OAS/AZ Mission.  Said meetings were held by natural disaster response bodies, institutions responsible for forest reserves, and the municipalities of the two countries, as targets for ongoing support.
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