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OAS

Belize and
Guatemala Build
Confidence

Two OAS MEMBER states, Belize
and Guatemala, are moving
forward to resolve their long-
standing “territorial differen-
dum.” The negotiations are
heing guided by a panel of
facilitators, installed curing a
ceremony at OAS headquar-
ters on August 31.

The facilitators—Guyanese
diplomat Sir Shridath
Ramphal, appointed by Belize,
and U.S. attorney Paul
Reichler, appointed by
(Guatemala—conducted initial
visits to Belize and Guaterala
in September to gain a broader
understanding of the issues
that have divided the two
neighbors.

The facilitators have “the
enormous responsibility to
contribute to the search for
formulas for the peacetul and
definitive solution to the terri-
torial differenduwm,” Secretary
General César Gaviria said at
the panel’s installation.

Gaviria recalled that when
tensions escalated between
Belize and Guatemala earlier
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Ambassador Assad Shoman of
Belize, left, and Gabriel Orellana
Rojas, Guatemala’s mirnister of
foreign affairs, right, celebrate
the growing cooperation belween
their two nations

this year, the two countries
“took the courageous decision
1o begin a constructive dia-
logue on the matter and to
reduce tensions.”

Delegations from the two
countries met at the OAS first
in March, then again in May
and in July, to further the
dialogue.

“Because of the clear and
undisputed willingness and
good faith demonstrated by
both governments, [ am
confident that an acceptable
gettlement will be reached,”
Gaviria said.

Al the invitation of both
countries, the Secretary
General is serving as a wilness
of honor to the process, Con-
vening the bilateral meetings
and making recomendations
where appropriate.

After the August 31 ceremo-
ny, the delegations of both
countries met for several hours
to review the progress to date
and to discuss how the process
will be carried out in the
future. Belize’s delegation was
heaced by Assad Shoman, a

Anthony Quinn plays an aging
patriarch and Maryl Bueno his
caretaker and confidante in
Oviundi, which had its U.S. debut
in October al the 2000 Latin
American Film Festival, Quinn
was a guest of honor al the press
opening al the OAS

senior ambassador with minis-
terial rank; Guatemala’s was
led by its minister of foreign
affairs, Gabriel Orellana Rojas.
In a joint communiqué, they
announced agreement on sev-
eral procecural matters and
said they would address all
issues related to the differen-
dum “solely within the frame-
work of this process while it is
under way, to the exclusion of
any other political, diplomatic,
or judicial forum.” They also
pledged that both countries
would exercise caution and
restraint, avoiding “incidents
on the ground conducive to
tension between them.”
During a previous ministerial-
level meeting, the two coun-
tries had agreed Lo a series of
confidence-building measures,
military contacts, and coopera-
tion pending a resolution of
the differendum. They also
agreed to a policy meeting
between their defense minis-
ters, which took place August
12, and to the terms of refer-
ence for the panel of facilita-
tors as well as a bilateral mixed
comimission to oversee
the implementation of the
confidence-building measures.
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