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TREATY TO AVOID OR PREVENT CONFLICTS BETWEEN
THE AMERICAN STATES

GONDRA TREATY

" Signed at Santiage, May 3, 1928

The Governments represented at the
.- Fifth International Conference of Ameri- -
‘can . States, desiring to strengthen pro-
‘gressively the principles of justice and

" 7 of mutual respect which inspire the policy

—tentiary Delegates whose full powers were

observed: by them in their reciprocal re-
lations; and to quicken in their peoples
'sentlments of concord and of loyal friend-
ship which’ may- contribute toward the

- gonaclidation of such relations;

" Confirm their most sincere desire to
maintain an immutable peace, not only
between themselves but also with all the
other nationg of the earth;

- Condemn armed peace which increases
military and naval forces beyond the

“niecessities of domestic security and the
- govereignty and independence of States;

and,

With the firm purpose of taking all
measures which will avoid or prevent the
conflicte which may eventually oceur be-
tween them, agree to the present Treaty,
negotiated and concluded by the Plenipo-

Barros Borgofio, Emilio Bello. Codecido, -
Antonio Huneeus, Alclbia,des Roldan,
Gulllermo Subercasea.ux Ale]a.ndro del
Rio.

Gruatemala;
Boto Hall,

" Nicaragua: Carlos Cuadra ‘Pasos, Ar— A
turo KElizondo. o

Brazil: Afranio de. Meliu I"ra.nco,
Sylvino Gurge! do Amaral .Tames Darcy, -
Helio Lobo.

Colombia: Guzllermo Va.lenem.

Cuba: José C. Vidal Carc, Carlos
Garcia Vélez, Arfstides Aguero Manuel
Mirgues Sterling. -

Paraguay: Manuel Gondra

Eduardq Poimer Mé,xuno .

“T"Dominican Republic: Tuilic M. Cestéro,

" Honduras: Benjamin Villaseca Mujica.

Argentina: Manuel E, Malbrdn.

Haitz: Arthur Rameésau,

ArmicLe I, All controversies which for
any cause whatsoever may arise between
two or more of the High Contracting Par-
ties and which it has been impossible to

found to be in good and due form by the
Confercnee:

Venezuela: César Zumeta, José Austria.

Panama: José Lefevre.

United States of America: Henry P.
Fietcher, Frank B, Kellogg, Atloe Pormer-
ene, Willard Saulsbury, George E. Vin-
cent, Frank C, Partridge, William Eric
Fowler, Leo 8. Rowe.

Uruguay: Fugenio Martines Thédy.

Ecuador: Tafael M. Arfzaga, José
Rafael Bustamante.

Chile: Agustin Edweards, Manuel Rivas
Vicufia, Carlos Alduna.te Solar, Luis

seftle through diplomatic channels or to
subruit to arbitration in accordance with
existing treaties, shall be submitted for
investigation and report to a Commission
to be established in the manner provided
for in Article IV, The High Contracting
Parties undertake, in case of disputes,
not to begin mobilization or concentra-
tion of troops on the frontier of the other
Party, nor to engage in any hostile acts
or- preparations for hostilities, from the
time steps are taken to convene the Com-
mission until the said Commission has -
rendered its report or until the expiration
of the time provided for in Article VII.



This provision shall not abrogate nor
limit the obligations contained in treaties
of arbitration in force between two or
| more of the High Contracting Parties,

" nor the obligations arising out of them.

1t is understood that in disputes arising

.between Nations which have no general

" treaties. of. -arbitration, the investigation
{- shall not take place in questions affecting

~ . constitutional provisions, nor in questions
|, already settled by other treaties.

.+ “ArrreLe I, The controversies referred

- to in Article T shall be submitted to the

- Commission- of Inquity whenever it has

~“been lmpc)smble to séttle them through
‘ _dlplom_a._tm negotiations or precedure or
' "by submission to arbitration, or-in-cases

“in which the mrcumstances of fact render

all negotlatlon impossible and. there is

‘imminent_ danger of an-armed conflict
‘between. the. Parties. Any one of the
" Governments directly interested in the

—investigation of the facts” giving rise €o

. the controversy may: apply for the convo-
cation-of the Commission of Inquiry and
‘to this end it shall be necessary only to
communicate officially this decision to the
other Party and to one of the Permanent
Commissions established by Article III,
ArticLe II). Two Commissions to be

. designated as Permanent shall he estab- the elected member, for reasons which it

lished with their seats at Washington
(United States of Ameriea) and at Monte-
video (Uruguay). They shall be composed
of the three American diplomatic agents
longest accredited in said capitals, and at
the call of the Foreign Offices of those
States they shall organize, appointing
their respective chairmen, Their func-
tions shall be limited to receiving from
the interested Parties the request for a
convocation of the Commiesion of In-
quiry, and to notifying the other Party
" thereof immediately. The Government
requesting the convocation shall appoint
at the same time the persens who shall

compose the Commission of Inguiry in
representation of that Government, and
the other Party shali, likewise as soon
ag it receives nomﬁcatmn, designate its
members.

The Party initiating the procedure es~
tablished by this Treaty may address
itgelf, in doing ‘g0, to the -Permanent
Cormmission which it considers most effi-

cacious for a rapid organization of the "

Commission of Inquiry. Once the request -

for convocation has been received and
the Permanent Commission has made the
respective notifications the ‘question: or
controversy existing between the Parties
and as to which no agreement has been
reached, will ipso facto be suspended. -
Arrictr IV. The Commission of In-
quiry shall be composed of five members,
all natiohals of American States, . ap-
pointed in the following manner: each

Government shall appoint two at the -

tifié of eénvocation, only oné of Whom
may be a national of its country. The
fifth shall be chosen by common accord

by those already appointed and shall per- -

form the duties of President. However, a
citizen of a nation already represented on
the Commission may not be elected. Any
of the Governments may refuse to accept

may reserve to itself, and in such event a
substitute shall be appointed, .with the
mutual consent of the Parties, within
thirty days following the notification of
this refusal. In the failure of such agree-
ment, the designation shall be made by
the President of an American Republic
not interested in the dispute, who shall
be selected by lot by the Commissioners
already appointed, from a list of not more
than six American Presidents to be formed
as followg: each Government party to the
controversy, or if there are more than two
Governments directly interested in the
dispute, the Government or Governments




on each side of the controversy, shall
designate three Presidents of American
States which maintain the same friendly
relations with all the Parties to the dis-
“pute. '

‘Whenever there are more than two
Governments directly interested in a

controversy, and the interest[s] of two or

nore of them are identical, the Govern-

i ment or Governnrents on each side of .

‘the controversy ‘shall have the right to

- Increase 1;}_19 number of their Commis- -
gloners, as far as it.may be necessary, so.
- that both sides in'the dispute may always -

have equil representatlon on the Com-

© - mission. : _
Once the Comm1ss10n has been thus o

-organized .in . the capital city, seat of the
" Permanént Commission which issued the
order of comvocation, it shall notify the
respective Governmients of the date of its
inauguration, and it may then determine

e ipon thieplate o places in-whicki it wilt—

function, taking into account the greater
facilities for investigation.

The Commisston of Inquiry shall itself
establish its rules of procedure. In this
regard there are recommended for in-
- corporation into said rules of proeedure
the provisione contained in Articles 9, 10,

‘Washington, February 1923, between the
Government of the United States. of
Aimerica and the Governments of the Re-
publics of Guatemala, Fi Baivador,
Honduras, Nicarsgua and Costa Riea,
which appear in the appendix to this
Treaty.

Tte decisions and final report shall be
agreed to by the majority of its members.

Each Party shall bear its own expenses
and a proportionate share of the general
expenses of the Commission.

ArTicLE V. The Parties to the contro-
versy shall furnish the antecedents and
data necessary for the investigation. The

Commigsion shall render its report within
one year from the date of its inauguration.
If it has been impossible to. finish the in-
vestigation or draft the report within the
period agreed upon, it may be extended
six- months beyond the period established,
provided the Parties to the.controversy
are in agreement upon-this point.
"ArtionE VI, The findings of the Com-

‘mission will be considered a& reports Upon -

the disputes which wére: the subjects of

the investigation, but will not have the
value or foree of JudICIBJ. ‘decisions or -

a.rblt.ral awards.

-Awrrrers VII, Onee’ Lhe report is in pos-
.session of the Governments parties to-

the dispute, six months” time will be
available for renewed negotiations in
order 10 bring about a settlement of the

difficulty in view of the findings of said
report; and if during this new term they

should be unable to reach 'a friendly

as their interests may dietate in the ques-

. tion dealt with in the investigation.

ArticLe VIIL The present Treaty does
not abrogate analogous conventions which
may exist or may in the future exist be-
tween two or more of the High Contraet-

abrogate any of their provisions, although
they may provide special circumstances
or conditions differing from those herein
stipulated.

Artron® IX. The present Treaty shall
be ratified by the High Contracting Par-
ties, in conformity with their respective
constitutional procedures, and the rati-
fications shall be deposited in the Ministry
for Foreign Affairs of the Republic of
Chile, which will communicate them
through diplomatic channels to the other

wrrangement; the Parties-in-dispate shall
recover entire liberty of action to proceed -

11, 12 and 13 of the Convention gigned in _ing Parties; neither does it partially

Signatory Governments, and it shall enter ~ }

into effect for the Contracting Parties in
the order of ratification,



f

‘-This Tfeaty shall remain in foree in-
definitely; any of the High Contracting
Parties may denounce it and the de-

nunciation shall take effect as regards
the Party denouncing, one year after’

natification thereof has been given.
. Notice of the denunciation shall be
-gent to the:Government of Chile,. which

will transmit it for appropriate action to -

the other Signatory (lovernments,
"ArTicLe X. The American States which

:htwe not- heen represented in the Fifth
.Conference may adhere to the present .

Treaty,. transmitting the official docu-

ments setting forth such adherence to

. the Minisiry for Foreign Affairs of Chile,

which will. communicate it to the othe'r-

Contmctmg Parties.

APPENDIX

~ Anrrcie I The Signsatory Governments
grant to all the Commissions which may

be consbltuted the power to summon
witnesses, to administer oaths and to

" receive evidence and- testimony.

ArticLE II. During the investigation

the Parties shall be heard and may have

the right to he represented by one or more
agents and counsel,
Articre 111, All rnemhbers of the Com-

———rission—shall-take—oath—duly—andfaith-—— 8. Rowsz;

fully to discharge their duties, before the
highest judicial authority of the place
where it may meet.

ArticLE IV, The Inguiry shall be con-
ducted so that both Parties shall be heard.
Consequently, the Commission shall no-
tify each Party of the statements of facts
submitted by the other, and shall fix
periods of time in which to receive evi-
dence,

Once the Parties are notified, the Com-

.. misgion shall proceed to the investigation,

even though they fail to appear.
ARTICLE V. As soon as the Commission

s

of Inquiry is organizad, it .shall, at the re-
quest of any of the Parties to the dispute,
have the right fo fix the status in which

the Partics must remain, in order that the .

situation may not be aggravated and mat-
ters may remain in staiug quo pending the
rendermg af the reporb by the Commm«
sion.

IN wrrnEss wHEREDOF, the Plempoten—
tiaries and Delegates SLgn_thls Convention
in. Spanish, Tnglish, . Portuguese -and
French and affix the scals of the Fifth

Btates, in the city of Santiago, Chile, on
the 3rd day of May in the year one thou-
sand nine hundred and twenty three. . ‘
Thig Convention shall be filed in the
Ministry for Foreign Affairs of the Re-
public of Chile in order that certified
copies thereof may be forwarded through
diplomatic channels to each 6f the Signa-

b Ory-Sbates e o SRR

Venezucla: C. Zumzura, Josi AUusTRIA.

Panama: J. . LErevRE, -

Untied States of America: Hewry P.
Freronzr, Fravk B, Krrnoge, ATLes
PoMERENE, WILLARD SAULSBURY,
Georce E. VincenT, Fravk C. Pagrt-
ries, Winiam Eric Fowrmr, L.

International Conference of American -

Uruguey: Euaunie Marrinez TIIDDY
with reservations relative to the pro-
visions of Article T (first) in so far as
they exclude from the. investigation
questions that affect constitutional pro-
visions.

Eeuador: Jost RAFAEL BUSTAMANTE.

Chile: MaNnuBL Rivae Vieusta, Carvos
ArpunaTr 3., L. Barnros B., Emruio
Bruo C., Anronrio Hunezus, ALci-
BiapEs Rouniw, Guirimrmo SuBmR-
CASEAUX, ALETANDRO DEL Rio.

Guatemala: EDUARDOD POIRIER -MAiximo
Soro HALL.




LY DO u-yuu-. ARLUD vUuALMa L AUUE‘, Fe ¥ 0
TURO ELIZONDO.

Brazil: Arranio pe MrLrLo Frawco, 8,
GURGEL Do AMaRAL, HELIO LoBo.

Colombia: GUILLERMO VALENCIA,

‘Cuba: J. C. VipaL Caro, CarLos (GArcfa
VéLez, A. pE Actiero, M. MARQUEZ
STERLING.

Paraguay: M. GoNDRA.,

“Diminican Republic: Tvrio M. CESTERO.

' Honduras: Boxsamin ViLuasmca M,

Argentina: MaxvurL E, ManBrsn,

Hau!t AI{TH‘UR RAMEAU,

HEBKHYATIUNS MADHN AT 'T'HHEH TIME
OF RATIFICATION
Peru:

With the express and definite reserva-
tion that the adherence of Peru does not -
alter the arbitration and goed offices of
the President of the United States of
Americe and his Government in the mat-
ter of Tacna and Arica.

Uruguayl
~ With the reservations ma.de at the time
of signature.

TREATY TO AVQID OR PREVENT CONFLICTS BETWEEN
THE AMERICAN STATES
Gondra Treaty

Signed at Santiago, May 3,

1923, at the

Fifth International Conference of American States

SIGNATORY DATE OF DEPOSIT OF THE
- GOUNTRIES INSTRUMENT OF RATIFICATION
Argentina
. Bolivia August 14,1928
Brazil .. .. e Qctober 8,1924 .
Chile September 23, 1925
" Golombia November 5,1931
‘Costa Rica November 23,1928
Cuba January 17,1925
Dominican Republic February 22,1929
Ecuador March 6,1929
El salvador September 12,1928
Cuatemala COctober 5,1928
Haiti August 19,1926
Honduras April 30,1931
Mexicol December 26,1927
Nicaragua January 11,1933
Panama May 23,1928
Paraguay June 23,1925
Perul December 26.19282
United States May 30,1924
Uruguay? April 18,1928

Venezuela

July 17,1925

1. Adhered. The Treaty was [eft open for adherence by the States that did not sign doring the Conference,
the instrument of adherence to be sent ta the Ministry of Foretgn Affairs of Chile.

2, With resarvations,

The origieal instrument is deposited with the Miniatry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Chile, whick
is also the depository of the instruments of ratification, It went inta foree on October 8, 1924, when the sec-

ond mtiffeation wan deposited hy Brazil.

This Treaty has besn superseded by the American Troaty on Paciiic Settlement (Pact of Bogotd), 1948,
It continuves in effect, however, smong the States that bave not ratified the Pact of Bogotd,

g



