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Mw. PrESIDENT, MR. CHAIRMAN, LLADIES AND GENTLEMEN: About three years ago
the architects of the United States were mnvited to submit competitive plans for this
structure. Seventy-seven individuals and firms responded. The Committee of
Award, aside from Mr. Roor, then Secretary of State and hence chairman ex officio of
the Governing Board of the International Bureau, and myself as the Director, was
elected by the competing architects, and consisted of CHARLES F. McKiM, HENRY
HorwsosTie, and ArtEUR W, Lorp, three of the most eminent men in the profes-
sion. Mr. RoRERrT Bacon, then Assistant Secretary of State, and Mr. F. D. MiLeT
also assisted in the discussion of plans. After three days of most painstaking study
the jury unanimously selected the set of drawings of which the present building is the
evolution. They found, on opening the accompanying sealed envelope, that the suc-
cesstul competitors were ALBERT Kursey and Paurn P. CrRET, of Philadelphia. The
contract with them was signed in June, 1907. They devoted the tollowing six or
seven months to revision and iprovement of their plans.. In March, 1908, the con-

-

~tract for construction was awarded to N ORCROSS BROTHERS, of Worcester, Massachu-
setls. ‘T'he corner stone was Iaid Just two years ago on the 1ith of next May by
President Rooseverr, while the other participants in the programme included Sec-
retary of State Erinu Roor, Ambassador Naruco, of Brazil, Cardina] GiBBONS, Mr.
ANDREW CARNEGIE, and Bishop CransTON.
Since then the work has proceeded without a day’s cessation until now we ask your

presence to assist in the dedication of the completed structure twenty-three months
and fifteen days after the laying of the corner stone.
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it erection and so made such an elaborate but plactmal structure possible, but as a

matter of record I would -state thai’ the:United States. Gmrelmnent appmpuated -

$200,000 with which this beautlful and c@mmandmn- 31te covemln' D -acres at the .
 junction of the White Lot-and P(}Lamac Pﬁlk* Was pmchaaed ‘.The other 20 Amencrm -

| Repubhcs contl 1ibuted a httle DVEE: %aO 000 W]EllC;-h lm&bgén ﬂlﬁed in.general, expenses
'T]le entne Plopel tv tllBlE}f[IlB 1‘9]}1 eﬁellts "1111 1ﬂ’§783ﬁﬂlﬂﬂt 'E‘)f 31 800 GOG 11] the. CELUSE‘ E}f-

R :E’IB*AIDBIIC?H peace, fnenﬂshlp E_pld cﬂnmlelcé ;*;j“;;‘ }_-—.ﬁl ‘1_? *"'_;‘;'w--,; oo Gt R ;,,_,sf_J 0 S
- Wath the 1esponsﬂ31ht}r Tesiing: dn‘ecﬂ}f f;!ptm me:fa,g ﬂ‘ieﬁe};ecutwe Ofﬁgfﬁl of the-:-}_';
. fBurefm to push forward thg *cfmstluctlan of thie: hmlgflmg, 5 i’élsll 10 emphasue ﬁhat 10y

“owi efforfs would have failedif T hadnat; al}?’m"ﬁ: _b,eén flfaed i 1;113 wise advice, -warm -
.. support, and smcele coepet; *11;1011 O;E \fh BOGT Tl}}& buﬂdanﬂ* Rina seuse 1115 Ghﬂd fmtl
.. Thaveacted as nurse. The memb_els of the Govemmg, 3@5.11& cansmtnm of the L%tm
Amenmn d]l]l()]]l&tb n Sirqslllnwt@h”a;ud t;he, Sécwta; Y- ﬁf Smte ‘ofthe: Umtad Stﬂte.sl
have also shown an interest which has been encmu aging: a,nd helpful The. amhltects
Mr. Kersey and Mr. Crit, have: siven far more time and: ﬂttentmn to. the buildi g thm1
their contract demanded, and have always manifested a per 5011*511 conchrn for its success
as a temple of Pan-Americanism, The contraciors, Norcross BroTHERS, of Worces-
“ter, Massachusetts, have shown & marked desire to eomply with our wishes and to

1espond to our suwgestmnﬁ ffzr changes They should: have ]amt pnde with us in.its
successful completion. The 'Superintendent of Construction, Mr. JaMes BERKALL,

-=hasgiven faithful and m@vﬁehﬁeﬂmtm}uhes-—%seﬂlﬁtms “netuding—-
GoTzoN BORGLUM, ISIDORE I&QNTI SarLy JamEs FARNHAM, GERTRUDE VANDERBILT
WHITNEY, SOLON BORGLUM HERBERT ADAMNS, ‘UHESTER B]:A(,H RuporrH Evans.-
and RoBERT AITKEN, have all given us the best of their skill, while we feel grateful
to the principal subcontractors for always doing their best to make this a unique
edifice of a great capital. Nor do I forget Mr. Wintaam R. Surt, Superintendent of
the Botanical Garden, who has generously provided for our patio an abundance of
rare varieties of tloplcal flora. .

While this building is admittedly beautiful and Stnkmﬂ' in architecture, the i impres-

sion must not be carried away that it has not abundant and practical o r’1ce space. 1t

possesses large, well-lighted, and sanitary rooms for double the staff or working iorce
which it now employs, and it is arranged and equipped with every modern convenience
for the efficiency and health of its occupants and the dispatch of public business. It
has all the facilities of a modern office building, set, however, in an unconventional
and atiractive environment. In short, it comprises, possibly more than all the public
buildings in Washington, the useful and the pleasing—a most appropriate condition
for housing an institution which has about it so much that is alike practical and senfi-
mental.

I will now mention a few facts not generally appreciated in regard to the actual

scope and work of the institution.
The International Bureau of the American Republics is the only official interna-

tional organization upon the Western Hemisphere. It 1s in mno sense a subordinate
burean of the United States or of any other Government, except that it is equally
subordinate to all. Its control rests in a Governing Board composed of the diplomatic
representatives in Washington of the American Republics, and having as 1ts chairman
“ex officio the Secretary of State of tlie United States. 'Tts chief administiative officer
is the Director, who is elected by the vote of this Governing Board and not appointed
by the President of the United States. He is, therefore, in every respect an inter-
national officer. The funds for the mainténance of the Bureau come from all the
Governments, with each country appropriating or contributing a sum in the propor-
tion that its population holds to the entire population of the American Republics.
- The chief object and purpose of the International Burea, explessed most briefly,
is, on the moral an nental side. tg clop ¢ ] acguaintance, better under-
standing, lastin g friendship, peace, and good will, and on the material side, to develop

S ,o
Fa507%% Organization of
4527+ F American States
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