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6 FIRST INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE OF AMERICAN STATES

may now or hereafter exist between them, to the end that all difficulties and disputes be-

tween such nations may be peaceably settled and wars prevented.
Eighth. And to consider such other subjects relating to the welfare of the several

States represented as may be presented by any of said States which are hereby invited to
participate in said Conference.

I have to call your particular attention to the scope and object of the Con-
ference suggested, which, as will be observed, is consultative and recom-
mendatory only. The proposed Conference will be wholly without power to
bind any of the parties thereto, and it is not designed to affect or impair in
any degree the treaty relations now existing between any of the States which
may be represented. The topics for discussion and deliberation are mani-
festly of profound importance, and it is believed that a friendly and frank
exchange of views in relation to these subjects will be of practical use, and,
by mutual enlightenment, will materially promote that expansion and in-
timacy of social and commercial relations which must be fruitful of blessings
to all concerned.

Certain topics are suggested as proper subjects for a comparison of views,
but the field is expressly left open to any participant State to bring before
the Conference such other subjects as may appear important to the welfare
of the several States represented.

By direction, therefore, of the President of the United States, and in his
name, you will tender to the Government of . . . . . . a cordial invitation
to be represented by such number of Delegates as may seem to it convenient, -
at the International Conference to be convened as aforesaid in the city of
Washington, on Wednesday, the 2d day of October, of the coming year,
1889, it being understood, however, that in the disposition of questions to
come before such Conference no State shall be entitled to more than one vote,
__whatever be the number of Delegates it may send.

“ Y ow will make this invitation known by reading this-note to-the Minister .
of Foreign Affairsof . . . . . - and by leaving with him a copy if he should
express a desire to possess it.  You will at the same time, and with the use of
such suggestions and expression of views as in your judgment may be deemed
appropriate, make known to his excellency the sincere desire and confident
expectation of the President that this invitation will be received in the same
spirit of friendship and deference by which it has been prlompted.

1 am, sir, your obedient servant,
T. F. BAYARD,

Secretary of State.



