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Fellow‘Citizens of the Americas:

B Twenty-five years ago one of the greatest of my predecessors
B .rranklin Roosevelt--addressed the Inter-American Conference for
ii{eh&dﬂtenance of Peace, meeting at Buenos Alres -~ a confterence

';fﬁﬂied to protect the peace and freedom of the Hemisphere,

B That Conference was a great success. ITS accomplishments
BRicrc, in Roosevelft’s words, "far-reaching and historic.” New bonds
B friendship and cooperation were forgsd. A new day in the hilsto-
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By of the Americas had begun.

B  Yet, on his return from the Conference, President Roosevelt
B topped in Montevideo--just a few miles from your meeting place--
jjé@v%um that "We have not completed our task...that task 1s a con-
Bvinuing one. We seek new remedies for new conditions; new condi-
ki%@wm will continue to arise.,..But the net result is that we move
O Ywa rd , M

: L °

B Today, a quarter century later, we meet to carry on that
Bilask -.to demonstrate anew that freedom is not merely a word or
BN abstract theory, but the most effective instrument for advans
BMCing the welfare of man. We face new conditions and we must devise
Blcw remedies to meet them., And we are confident that we will move
Biorward, |

F°  Those of you at this conference are present at an historic
Bioment in the 1ife of this Hemisphere, For this is far more than
B cconomic discussion, or a technical conference on development.,
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li? e : A+ he CapaCity of
L real sense it is a demonstratlon of T
 $nEiV§£¥bn5 +o meet the human and material problems of the mod-
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firct T+ ig a test of the values of our own soclety-=-a p

- igigé for the vitality of freedom in the affairs of man.
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~f the United States on the important social and

: - bt d
- Ko ompassed by the agenda will be fully explalne
mic A o, Undgrlying those views are the simple.

f?b ~cretory Dillon, :
ggﬁjkmsic principles of the Alllance for Progress.

. o live in a Hemisphere whose own revolution has giﬁensggizg
ég%oiﬁ@ most powerful shaping torces of the moLem a%eE; cirr on
5§%mrthe freedom and self-fulflll@ent of man. We meih 2 y
5%%mﬂ:xgvolution -- to shape the future as we have e p :
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tra ~ L f the North
s means that all of our countries- nations O
ngzidns of the South--must make new efforts of unparalleled
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= For the developing nations it means careful national plannéng
. __the orderly establishment of goals, priorities, and long-Tang

3 ' loser economic integration
4 means expanded export markets, C e | :
. It mes P - het stapility for the major
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i T+ means the dedication of a greatly increased prOpoitlon of
" national resources and capital to the cause of development.
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- And it means full recognition ot the ;ight ot all'the peOpli
. to share fully in our progress. FOT there is no place 1n dgmocra o
4 £it the few while denying the
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“{¢ life for institutions which benerlT T ‘ ﬁ :
i needs of the many-- even though the e imination of SUCE 1n5§1§3;h
£ tions may require far-reaching and difficult changes--changes

. and tax Teform and a vastly increased emphasls oOn
Eéemmmtion and health and housing. Without these changes our COM=

E mon effort cannot succeed.,
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e The Alliance for Progress also means a greatly increased ef-

'E%fmﬁlby’the United States both in temms of material rescurces and
B decper comprehension of the basic needs ot Latiln AmeflCa-hMYthgn“
B try has already bequn its contributicon. DuTing the yeaI wnhlc ;S
B dan on March 13 with the announcement of the Alliance for Progre

B the United States will allocate more than one billion o 1B .
B dovelopment assistance to Latin America. Thls amount, which 3n

B Cludes less than half of the 500 million dollars appIOprlgte N
B Under tha Act of Bogotéa, is more than three times thgtma e amiica
B able 1ast year. It does not include the additicnal resources

B Wil be made available through the World Bank, other international

o lnstitutions, and private sources.
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This rapid increase in the level of our assistance is only

5uwffir5t step 1n our continuing and expanding effort to help

puild @ pbetter life ftor the people of the Hemisphere--an effort
hich I am devotling my personal attention. And as the nations
of Latin America take the necessary steps--~as they fcmmulate the
]ﬁns,lnobilize the internal resources, make the difficult and
P ssary social reforms, and accept the sacrifice necessary if

nece

i*thetrrwdjcmal energy 1s to be tully directed to economlc develop-

nent--then T believe that the United States should supplement this
offort by helping to provide resources of a scope and magnitude
adequate to realize the bold and elevated goals envisaged by the
Alliance for Progress, For, as I have said before, only an effort
of towering dimension--an effort similar to that which was needed
to rebuild the economiaes of Western Europe-~can ensure fulfill-
ment of our Alliance for Progress,

This heroic effort is not for governments alone., Its success
demands the participation of all our people--of workers and faim-
ers, businessmen and intellectuals-~and, above all, of the young
people of the Americas. For to them, and to their children, be-
longs the new world we are resolved to create.

The tasks before us are vast-~-the problems difficult-=~the
challenges unparalleled, But we carry with us the vision of a new
and better world, and the unlimited powcr of free men quided by
free governments. And I believe that our ultimate success will
make us proud to have lived and worked at this historic moment
in the life of our Hemisphere,

With wammest personal regards,

John F. Kennedy
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