Previous Activities of the ACEO
The “Caribbean Election Network Conference” held in Kingston, Jamaica in January 1997 gave birth to the Association of Caribbean Electoral Organizations (ACEO).  The conference brought together election officials from 22 countries and dependent territories, which agreed to plan for the first pan-Caribbean association dedicated to election administration.  

The founding meeting of the ACEO was held in San Juan, Puerto Rico in 1998.  The Association was officially established with 17 founding members:  Antigua and Barbuda, Barbados, Belize, British Virgin Islands, Cayman Islands, Grenada, Guyana, Haiti, Jamaica, Montserrat, Puerto Rico, St. Kitts and Nevis, St. Lucia, Suriname, Trinidad and Tobago, Turks and Caicos Islands, and U.S. Virgin Islands. Anguilla, Aruba, Curaçao, Dominican Republic, and St. Vincent and the Grenadines later joined the Association, bringing the total members to 22. 

During the Founding General Assembly in Puerto Rico, regional disability experts addressed the important issue of accessibility of the electoral process by voters with disabilities.  The conference participants divided into working groups to further discuss their experiences and how each electoral authority dealt with the obstacles to participation.  These working groups represented the first time that many election officials had discussed issues related to full participation and accessibility.  The members unanimously adopted the “San Juan Declaration on the Political Rights for Persons with Disabilities.”  In addition, ten election-related vendors exhibited their products at this conference.  These products included voter identification technology, automated ballot counting machines, polling station materials and other equipment designed to improve the conduct of elections.  

Between general assemblies, the ACEO held two Executive Board meetings and agreed upon a work plan.  An ACEO newsletter, the ACEO Report, was published in January 2000.  The Second General Assembly held in Kingston, Jamaica, in 2001 addressed three main topics: 1) the varied benefits associations present to their members, 2) new election technology and its appropriate application and 3) the experiences of civil society organizations to promote increased transparency of the electoral process in the region.  During this meeting, ACEO members renewed their commitment to the Association and assumed greater responsibility for its future by relocating the Executive Secretariat in the region, pledging to pay dues.  

Objectives of the ACEO

The overall objective of the ACEO is to foster a self-sufficient mechanism of horizontal cooperation among electoral organizations in the Caribbean to improve their capability to register voters, promote voter turnout and implement elections.  

Per its founding bylaws, ACEO membership includes electoral organizations in the Caribbean, which could include more than one authority, such as the case in Jamaica and Belize where the electoral commission and the electoral office are separate entities with different responsibilities. The OAS Department for Electoral Cooperation and Observation has been in continuous contact with the electoral authorities of the 14 Caribbean Member States of the Organization and all support the ACEO (as demonstrated by the paying of dues) and have indicated their intention of actively participating the Association’s activities.

As public debate about the financing of political parties and campaigns increases, the ACEO will serve as a forum for election authorities and political leaders to discuss the viability of proposed financing regimes and their applicability in the Caribbean context.  

For the purposes of the initial activities, IFES and the OAS have identified two immediate objectives.

· Reinstitute the ACEO has a sub-regional forum for the further improvement of electoral processes in the region/ diversify the target audience to include political, governmental and civil society actors and include them in the deliberations of the ACEO.

· Identify applicable models of enforceable disclosure requirements regarding campaign contributions and expenses in the Caribbean and actions to making registration easier, more inclusive and more accurate.

