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About REIA

REIA is a hemispheric initiative, offering government officials access to information on renewable energy and energy efficient technologies, and serves as a point of contact for the private sector with the energy sector in the Americas. REIA carries out institutional and technical capacity-building programs and sponsors periodic conferences and workshops on sustainable energy technologies. The Technical Secretariat for REIA is the Unit for Sustainable Development and Environment of the Organization of American States.

Saint Lucia’s Cabinet Endorses Sustainable Energy Plan
Saint Lucia is seeking to become a “Sustainable Energy Demonstration Country” within the coming decade. With this objective in mind, Cabinet has endorsed a Sustainable Energy Plan which outlines a management strategy that seeks to promote energy conservation and efficiency. It was prepared by the Sustainable Development Unit of the Ministry of Planning. The plan seeks to promote the following objectives: ensure the existence of adequate energy supplies to sustain economic development, while meeting current and projected power demand; provide for stable and reliable electricity supplies for all customers; enhance the security of energy supply and use for all sectors of the economy; protect the local and global environment by maximizing the use of renewable energy and energy efficiency alternatives where viable, thereby enabling Saint Lucia to become a “Sustainable Energy Demonstration Country” by 2008-2012, as it announced at the Fifth Meeting of the Conference of Parties of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change. 

According to Judith Ephraim, Professional Cadet with the Sustainable Development Unit, energy sustainability entails a change in attitude and behavioral patterns at every level of Saint Lucian society and major shifts in public policy. 

She explained: “Energy sustainability will satisfy the growing demand for energy and bring about other economic and environmental benefits. Exploitation of our indigenous sources of energy will provide insulation from volatile oil-price fluctuations and reduce the amount of foreign exchange being spent on fuel imports...  Effective management of the energy sector will ultimately result in a reduction in local energy costs, a change that will be welcomed by all Saint Lucians.”

Government sees substantial environmental and economic benefits for Saint Lucia resulting from sustainable energy development, especially if it involves environment-friendly indigenous fuel sources.

This article has been provided by the Government Information Service of the Government of Saint Lucia (http://www.stlucia.gov.lc).  For more information, contact the Ministry of Planning, Development, Environment and Housing.  Contact people are Judith Alita Ephraim (e-mail: judith-sde@candw.lc),  Bishnu Tulsie (e-mail: bishnu_sde@candw.lc), or Chris Corbin (e-mail: chris-sde@candw.lc)
Village Power Initiative
The Village Power Partnership is an initiative designed to promote access to sustainable energy in rural communities throughout the world.  Village Power began in 1993 as a gathering of 33 people under the coordination of the National Renewable Energy Laboratory (NREL) of the U.S. Department of Energy.  Over 600 people attended Village Power 2000, held at the World Bank last December.  OAS/REIA sponsored the Third Hemispheric REIA Conference, REIA2000, in conjunction with Village Power, attracting many clean-energy stakeholders from Latin America and the Caribbean.

 Village Power 2000 resulted in key commitments regarding village electrification, to be achieved over the coming decade.  The Conference host, the World Bank, together with other organizers and participants, issued a communiqué highlighting the following objectives to be realized by 2010:

· Support the development of national-scale sustainable energy rural development programs in at least 30 countries

· Deliver modern energy to 300 million previously unserved people worldwide

· Install sustainable energy in over 50,000 community systems (schools, hospitals, clinics)

· Make documented improvements in productivity, income, environment, and quality of life

· Create a trained, operational local entrepreneurial base 

In response to these commitments, REIA joined other Village Power Partners recently for a workshop held at NREL facilities in Colorado, USA.  More than 30 partners discussed best practices to be deployed throughout the world, drawing on existing experiences, many of which come from Latin America and the Caribbean.  Among the LAC rural energy models highlighted were Argentina PERMER (see article in this Newsletter), Chile, Rural Energy on the Islas de Chile;  Guatemala, National Rural Electrification Program; Dominican Republic and Honduras, Household solar electrification leasing program; and Mexico, Rural energy for agriculture (FIRCO).  

The Village Power Partnership welcomes all participants committed to improving the quality of life in rural communities through sustainable energy services.  REIA continues to play a key role in the coordination of Village Power activities in Latin America and the Caribbean.  Additional information regarding the Village Power Partnership may be obtained from http://www.rsvp.nrel.gov/ or by contacting the REIA Technical Secretariat.
Rural Connectivity and Energy Initiative:  Delivering Communication Capabilities for Community Services
The Organization of American States (OAS), through a collaboration of the REIA Initiative and the Inter-American Agency for Cooperation and Development (IACD), is establishing a Rural Connectivity and Energy Initiative with the aim of delivering information and communications technologies (ICT), to community buildings in isolated rural areas of the OAS member states, thereby facilitating the provision of high-value community services.  It is expected that in many cases the use of environmentally sustainable renewable energy technologies—such as solar photovoltaics (PV)—will be appropriate in these rural areas.

The Initiative recognizes the following characteristics of this emerging market, which serve as the motivating forces behind the effort:


There is a significant unserved rural population, whose economic development is limited by the absence of this basic infrastructure;


Advanced wireless technologies offer commercial solutions for infrastructure development without building new telephone and electricity grids;

OAS member government agencies demonstrate significant interest in developing rural ICT projects and programs, but recognize that their resources are severely constrained and that they are at an early stage in effectively applying ICT to rural economic and social development; 


IACD is developing a new lending mechanism that will offer Latin American and Caribbean countries access to capital for infrastructure projects provided by private-sector institutions; and 


Several leading technology and service providers have expressed interest in catalyzing commercial business opportunities associated with this market.
This Initiative will support the use of appropriate advanced energy generation and storage systems, telecommunication systems, and information technology packages, including computers with Internet connection.  The Initiative will work to test, demonstrate, and identify “best practices” in the areas of energy, communications, and information technology systems, program and project design, high-value applications of ICT (e.g., rural distance education, micro-finance), and training packages for teachers and other personnel using or supporting rural ICT facilities.  Collectively, this “best practices” approach will enable Latin American countries to significantly advance the quality of community services in rural villages. Typical applications will include community telecenters, distance education programs, and/or telemedicine.

Currently, REIA and the IACD are conducting the initial design phase of the Rural Connectivity and Energy Initiative in order to (1) analyze market conditions and (2) identify rural energy/telecommunications configurations that meet the rural community needs. The initial design phase focuses on Guatemala, Honduras, Bolivia, and Colombia, with initial project missions to each of these countries having been completed during the past quarter.  The data from these countries will be used as a model for engaging other OAS member states in this Initiative.

The design phase is being conducted with the technical collaboration of Winrock International, which has assembled a group of experts in renewable energy, telecommunications, institutional development, education and rural development for this purpose.  It is expected that the design phase will be completed by the end of November 2001. As a result of this effort, two key activities will follow:  (1) the design and development of approximately 10 pilot projects to be built in one or more of the countries participating in this study; and (2) the preparation of a broad program description intended for distribution to all OAS member states, highlighting the opportunities that exist throughout the region for the implementation of similar projects.
REIA Web-site
The REIA Technical Secretariat has established a Web-site with documents and information on REIA activities.  It is located at www.oas.org/reia.
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