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Ladies and Gentlemen of the Media:

I am very pleased to be here this afternoon to speak to you about the Dominica Government’s genuine commitment to change our current dependence on fossil fuels for energy in favour of utilization of our renewable energy resources.  I wish to take this opportunity to thank the partner organizations of the Global Sustainable Energy Islands Initiative for organizing this media event at the WSSD.  We are very grateful to these partner organizations, Climate Institute, the Organization of American States, WINROCK International, and Counterpart International for joining with the Government and People of Dominica in this important initiative to reduce our dependence on fossil fuels and to direct the energy future of our country to one based on green energy. 

The Commonwealth of Dominica, an Eastern Caribbean island nation, has long embraced the principles of sustainable development as the cornerstone of its development path.   For the last fifty years, our country has pursued a development strategy, which places a very high priority on preservation of the environment.  Since the attainment of political independence in 1978, our people have aptly dubbed our country as the “Nature Island of the Caribbean” in view of our unwavering commitment to conservation of our abundant biodiversity, extensive national park system, rich forest resources, mountain ranges, freshwater resources, and marine environment.  

In 2003, we will be celebrating 25 years of political independence and one of our future aspirations is to be one of the premier natural spaces on the globe; in short, we aspire to be one of the world’s ‘Nature Islands’.  This outlook for our country is based on our avowed commitment towards preservation of our natural resources for long-term economic development.   

We believe that energy is a fundamental requirement for economic and social progress.  More importantly, access to basic, clean energy services is essential for development and poverty alleviation, and holds great promise for the provision of major benefits in the areas of health, literacy and equity.  The Dominica government has determined that greater energy security is one of our most important national objectives and that dependence on foreign energy resources cannot be in our long-term interest.  Given our country’s energy resource endowment, we have come to the realization that the only future for Dominica in the energy arena is development of our renewable energy resources.  This strategy is fully consistent with our broader national goal to harness all our natural resources in a sustainable manner for the economic transformation of our country.

Already, we have made important progress in getting the world community to appreciate our long tradition of nature conservation.  In 1996, the world community extended formal recognition of our conservation efforts and our on-going commitment to sustainable utilization of our resources when the United Nations Education, Scientific, and Cultural Organization (UNESCO)) bestowed on our country the prestigious World Heritage Site status for one of our mountain ranges, the Trois Pitons National Park. 

Dominica, like other developing nations that produce agricultural commodities for export, has had to adapt to the reality of trade liberalization and the attendant end of preferences, along with other forces of globalization.  We are currently in the throes of an important transition focused on repositioning our mono-crop banana economy towards a more diversified posture.  We envision building a new economy whose pillars will be sustainable agriculture, eco-tourism, renewable energy, a skilled human resource and information technology.  

ENERGY:

The Government of Dominica has determined that dependence on foreign energy resources cannot be in our long-term national interest.  First of all, the recent decline in our export income generation does not provide us with the ability to import energy resources on a long-term basis.   Second, in view of our country’s natural endowment of renewable energy resources, we have come to the realization that the only future for Dominica in the energy arena is development of renewable energy.  This approach is fully consistent with our national goal to harness all our natural resources for the economic transformation of our country.

Why Renewable Energy Is So Crucial For Our Country’s Development?

· The conventional energy development path, which has focused on utilization of fossil fuels and nuclear technologies, has proved to be inherently unsustainable.  Furthermore, conventional development has not delivered affordable energy services to the marginalized people, the poor. 

· The devastating impact of greenhouse gases and the attendant threat of dangerous   climate change make renewable energy the more desirable option.  Our small country has made the commitment to make our contribution to the global efforts to fight climate change through the reduction of dangerous emissions into the atmosphere. 

· Declining foreign exchange earnings, made more difficult by the end of preferential trade arrangements for our primary agricultural commodity, bananas, is making it far more difficult and unrealistic for us to continue reliance on foreign sources of energy.  In addition, the reality of declining reserves of fossil fuels in the world means that we cannot build our country’s  future on non-renewable sources of energy. 

· Using our natural energy endowment has great potential for attainment of near self-sufficiency in the energy arena in the next fifteen years.

Dominica possesses considerable natural resources to provide for its energy needs through a combination of renewable energy technologies-hydro, wind, biomass, geothermal and solar, and through greater efforts  to increase energy efficiency. 

My government recently embarked upon an important initiative to develop an integrated development plan.    It is an approach to development planning that seeks to facilitate the direct engagement of the public, private and civil society sectors in identifying the key issues affecting the country, determining the priorities among these issues, and proposing measures for addressing these issues.  This initiative,  developed in the spirit of the Cotonou Agreement, underscores my government overall commitment sustainable development through a planning approach that integrates the three sectors-public, private, and civil society.

A sustainable energy development plan is an integral component of this integrated development planning process.   I am very pleased to inform you that under the auspices of the Global Sustainable Energy Islands Initiative, a draft Sustainable Energy has been developed.  This draft plan lays out a strategy by which energy production and use in Dominica may be transformed, thus becoming more economically and environmentally sustainable.

The goals outlined in the draft plan include:

· To ensure the existence of adequate energy supplies at affordable rates to sustain economic development;

· To provide for stable, reliable and affordable electricity supplies for all consumers;

· To allow for reasonable incomes for businesses engaged in the local energy sector, while attracting international investment where appropriate;

· To promote energy efficiency and conservation at all levels of the economy in order to achieve optimum economic use of renewable and non-renewable sources of energy;

· To protect the local and global environment by maximizing the use of renewable energy and energy-efficiency alternatives where viable.

· To promote the generation of income through energy exports produced from energy exports produced from indigenous energy sources.

Currently, 33 percent of Dominica’s electricity is generated by hydo-power.  Our target is to increase renewable energy sources of electric generation to 50 percent by 2005 and to further increase that percentage to 65% in 2010.  

What We Require To Make This Important Shift in the Energy Sector?

We the small island nations of the Caribbean are taking an important leadership role in reducing our dependence on fossil fuels for our energy needs.    Our vulnerability to climate change dictates the urgency of such an initiative.

Our efforts need the support of the developed nations to ensure that our sustainable development initiatives, especially in the energy arena, will be successful.  From the developed countries, we require technical assistance, technology, and soft financing arrangements to develop our indigenous energy resources.  We are looking for joint venture partners, both governmental and private investors in this important initiative to make our country self-sufficient in energy.

The future of our country’s energy sector can only be through the development of clean renewable energy and utilization of energy efficient technologies. 
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