NATIONAL MUSIC SYSTEM 

(Sistema Nacional de Música)

Venezuela

The National Music System is a policy of the Venezuelan government to promote, motivate and foster the formation of networks and circuits between the main actors in the country's musical scene.

Needs addressed

The National Music System was created to systematically organize the Venezuelan music community, which is made up of a broad spectrum of musical expressions throughout the country.

Objectives

General objective:  To seek excellency in the managerial and artistic processes of Venezuela's musical activity, in its distinct and diverse expressions, specialties and related activities, in order to facilitate the effective contribution of musical activity to the sociocultural construction of the country.

Specific objectives:

· To foster, promote and protect musical creation and to ensure the position of musical creators as a force that contributes to the nation's transformation.

· To consolidate institutions, groups and artists that foster the social and cultural development of Venezuela, in order to rescue, protect and disseminate the indigenous, traditional, folkloric and popular musical heritage of the nation.

· To contribute to the perfection of musical training in Venezuela (professional centers, music in the formal and informal education system)

· To establish the musical industry as financial and technological resources that will benefit culture.  To promote the economic potential of the following industries: video, music, publications and production of musical instruments.

· To guarantee the free access to information about Venezuelan musical heritage in the academic, popular and indigenous spheres.

Start  date, coverage and target group 

The National Music System is the base of the Program “Country, Music and Social Action”, initiated by the Music Directorate of the CONAC in the year 2000.  The System covers the entire Venezuelan territory and gives special emphasis to areas with poor musical development, guaranteeing access to cultural activity in regions distant from urban centers.  It is directed to all the creators, artists, groupings or institutions that participate in the musical activity of the country. 

Description

The National Music System is based on 8 systems, 5 circuits and 15 national networks of creation, training, promotion, dissemination, documentation, research and commercialization of music in Venezuela.

The systems are: 1) Traditional, folkloric and popular music (with networks of indigenous and urban music, among others), 2) Centers of musical training (with networks of professional training centers, or basic education centers), 3) Professional symphonic orchestras, 4) juvenile and infantile orchestras, 5) Choir groups, 6) Organizations that support lyrical art, 7) Organizations that support community music, 8) Music bands. 

The circuits that constitute the National System are: 1) Musical creation, 2) music industry organizations, 3) Centers for musical research and documentation, 4) Festivals and contests, 5) performing arts.

The program's systems and circuits are made up of groups and individuals that work in a common field.  The National Music Directorate of the CONAC is in charge of coordinating and supporting the systems and circuits that make up the National Music System.  In this respect, the Directorate receives musical projects, evaluates them, signs Strategic Partnership agreements with the representatives of approved projects and follows up on their commitments.

The System works through the Cultural Funding Program, which allows artists and creators to obtain governmental resources to develop cultural projects in different areas.

Financing sources

Budget of the Vice-Ministry of Culture / National Council of Culture (CONAC), contributions from municipalities, departmental governments and the private sector, through the fund-raising activities carried out by the institutions that make up the System.

Strengths of the  program

· The program supports cultural decentralization, with the purpose of attaining as broad a coverage of the nation as possible.

· Commitment to the defense and reaffirmation of cultural diversity, achieved through the program's egalitarian inclusion of every musical expression of the country.

· The program facilitates the consolidation and creation of associations made up of groups with similar missions.

Achievements

· The musical creation circuit has supported the creation of new pieces for the Venezuelan public.

· The System of centers for musical training has strengthened the network of training workshops, carried out by groups and individuals in regions where there are no centers for musical training.

· The System of Traditional, folkloric and popular music has promoted numerous artists.

· The System of Professional symphonic orchestras is in the process of becoming a Governmental Foundation, made up of 25 professional symphonic orchestras from 23 federal entities.

· The System of Organizations for the support of lyrical art has grown with the incorporation of Opera Companies in regions where this activity was inexistent.

· Thanks to the application of the National Music System, areas of musical action that were excluded in the past have been incorporated, in order to reduce the risk of the disappearance of important and valuable musical genres from different regions of the country.

· The System has been welcomed by its own stakeholders and has fostered their active and direct participation in the processes of cultural and civic transformation.

Challenges

The System has faced the poor participation of regional government entities, which have not provided the necessary institutional and financial support for the development of musical activity in the federal entities.
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