PRESERVATION AND ACCESS PROGRAM

United States of America

Preservation and Access grants support projects that preserve and make available the full range of humanities collections that are important for research, education, and lifelong learning.  Grants are also given for the creation of research tools and reference works, for national and regional preservation training programs, and for research and demonstration projects that may explore the use of digital technology.

Needs Addressed

Within the United States, millions of books, serials, manuscripts, still and moving images, sound recordings, and objects of material culture are at risk because of their fragility and the manner in which they are stored.  Work in the humanities is hampered by inadequate intellectual access to many significant collections and by the lack of reference works and research tools that organize and interpret complex bodies of information.  Professionals who care for humanities collections at institutions in every region of the country need education and training programs and research and demonstration projects that can establish a permanent infrastructure of knowledge for preservation and access activities.  The Preservation and Access program was created to address these needs.

Objectives

Preservation and Access grants are given to preserve and create intellectual access to archival collections and art, material culture, and special collections.  For example, grants help to preserve brittle books and serials; to locate, catalog, and preserve on microfilm the nation's newspapers; to stabilize cultural collections through improved storage and environmental conditions; to support education and training programs at the national or regional level that focus on the care of library, archival, and material culture collections; to develop new preservation procedures and to address issues that have a national impact on libraries, archives, and museums; and to support projects that create dictionaries, encyclopedias, historical or linguistic atlases, databases, textbases, bibliographies, and other research tools and reference works of major importance to the humanities.  Applications are also encouraged for projects that will establish standards or a consensus of best practice for the use of digital technology to preserve or enhance access to humanities resources. 

Start date, coverage and target population

The National Endowment for the Humanities, established in 1965, has supported preservation and access projects since its early years.  Its target population is U.S. citizens and institutions.  Its funding supports humanities projects on U.S. history and culture and the history and culture of other countries in the world.

Description

Preservation and Access grants support projects that preserve and make available the full range of humanities collections that are important for research, education, and lifelong learning.  Grants are also given for the creation of research tools and reference works, for national and regional preservation training programs, and for research and demonstration projects that may explore the use of digital technology.

Grants are awarded on a competitive basis and are normally two years in duration.  Projects to stabilize collections through improved storage and environmental conditions may receive support for up to five years.  Grants have ranged from under $5000 for Preservation Assistance Grants to $700,000 for preservation microfilming of brittle books and serials and stabilization of collections.  This program also makes use of offers of federal matching funds, which encourages private-sector support for humanities research.

Recent grants have included an award to the University of Texas, Austin, for the creation of an online database of audio and textual materials related to the indigenous languages of Latin America, many of which are endangered or already extinct.  This database will preserve data from endangered languages; increase access to indigenous linguistic and cultural materials for researchers, students, and indigenous communities; and facilitate the exchange of data and ideas between indigenous communities and scholars, while protecting the privacy and intellectual property rights of indigenous communities.

With the assistance of a National Endowment for the Humanities grant, the University of Alaska in Fairbanks is preserving and cataloging 132 reels of film documenting Alaska native peoples, activities and settings from 1927 to 1965.  Similarly, the Wheelwright Museum of the American Indian in Santa Fe, New Mexico, has received assistance to re-house its Navajo artifact collection and related archive.

Funding sources

Funding for Preservation and Access grants comes from the Endowment's annual Congressional appropriation.

Strengths of the program

This program has a strong record of significant contributions to preserving and increasing the availability of resources important for research, education, and public programming in the humanities.

Achievements

· Since 1988, the number of preservation programs in the nation's major research libraries rose from 76 to 118.

· 83 libraries and library consortia across the nation have now participated in the national effort to preserve brittle books and serials.

· When currently funded projects are completed, approximately 1,045,000 embrittled volumes will have been microfilmed. .

· 39 states have concluded projects to locate, catalog, and microfilm their newspaper holdings.

· Final performance reports from grantees document other project results, including publication of reference works, the creation of online bibliographic databases, the preservation of endangered sound recordings, and preservation education activities.

Challenges

Future funding is dependent on Congressional appropriations

Recommendations regarding its potential transference to other contexts

The application and review procedures used in the Preservation and Access program are used in all Endowment programs and are adaptable to other contexts.
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