EDUCATION PROGRAMS

United States of America

The National Endowment for the Humanities Division of Education Programs provides grants to schools, colleges, universities, libraries, museums and other cultural institutions to improve formal humanities education in the United States from kindergarten through college and university.  Summer seminars and institutes provide school teachers and college university teachers with the opportunity to deepen their knowledge of humanities scholarship and teaching through intensive study of significant topics, texts, and issues.

Needs Addressed

The U.S. is an extremely diverse country, ethnically, culturally, and linguistically.  The National Endowment for the Humanities supports projects that focus on the diverse cultures of the United States and the world. Information from the 2000 Census shows that the population of the United States is 75.1% White, 12.3% Black or African American, 0.9% American Indian and Alaska Native, 3.6% Asian, 0.1% Native Hawaiian and other Pacific Islander, 5.5% other, and 2.4% indicating two races.  Hispanic or Latino people account for 12.5% of the entire population.   An estimated 17.6% of the population over the age of 5 speaks a language other than English at home

Objectives

The Education Development and Demonstration program supports projects that strengthen teaching and learning of the humanities in the nation's schools and colleges.  Projects may:

· Enable schoolteachers and college and university faculty to engage in collaborative study of important texts in the humanities and to explore how these may be taught effectively.

· Help schools, colleges, and universities develop, revise, and try out significant humanities programs, curricula, courses, and materials.

· Develop and apply technologies to provide excellent humanities teaching.

· Foster sustained study of second languages and their cultural contexts.

· Encourage the wide dissemination of educational programs and materials.

· Make the humanities integral to the education of future teachers at all levels.

· Address other educational issues of national importance to the humanities.

National summer seminars and institutes in the humanities share the following goals: 

· To promote effective links between teaching and research in the humanities.

· To deepen knowledge and understanding of the humanities by focusing on significant topics, texts, and issues.

· To enhance the intellectual vitality and professional development of teachers.

· To build a community of inquiry and to provide models of excellent scholarship and teaching.

Start date, coverage and target group

The National Endowment for the Humanities, established in 1965, has supported humanities education projects since its early years.  Its target population is U.S. citizens and institutions.  Its funding supports humanities projects on U.S. history and culture and the history and culture of other countries of the world.

Description

The Education Development and Demonstration program offers support to projects in two categories: Humanities Focus Grants and Exemplary Education Projects.   Humanities Focus Grants, typically of one year in duration, enable educators to consider together significant humanities topics or to map institutional directions for teaching the humanities.  Exemplary Education Projects, often of multiyear duration, enable educators to engage in more extensive consideration of humanities subjects and their teaching. It funds the development of humanities materials and ways to disseminate humanities scholarship and teaching practices.

Grants are awarded on a competitive basis for duration for one to three years and normally range from $10,000 to $250,000.  Cost-sharing on the part of institutional grantees is encouraged, and a minimum cost-sharing level of 15% of total project costs is expected for Exemplary Education Projects.  No cost-sharing is required for Humanities Focus Grants.  Awards for seminars range from $60,000 to $120,000, and awards for institutes range from $100,000 to $180,000.  This program also makes use of federal matching funds, which encourage private-sector support for humanities education.

Examples of recent grants and seminars include a summer institute on "Hispanic Cultures of the Southwest"; an institute on "Cultural Diversity of the American South"; a five-week national institute for college and university teachers on Brazil's historical development, and an institute on "Maya Worlds: Cultural Continuities and Change in Guatemala, Chiapas and Yucatan".  The National Endowment for the Humanities is also supporting a collaborative project between Indiana University and Fort Belknap College to develop a model Assiniboine language and culture program.

Financing sources

Funding for Education grants comes from the Endowment's annual Congressional appropriation.

Strengths of the program

The strengths include the use of the national peer panel system for choosing projects and the focus on faculty development.  

Achievements

The program has a strong record of significant contributions to faculty development activities and the creation of web-based resources for teachers and students of the humanities that show evidence of active use.

Challenges

Continued funding is dependent upon Congressional appropriations.

Recommendations regarding its potential transfer to other contexts

The application and review procedures used in the National Endowment for the Humanities Education programs are used in all Endowment programs and are adaptable to other contexts.  Seminars and institutes could be duplicated in a number of contexts.
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