Cultural Contact, ENDOWMENT FOR CULTURE MExico-U.S.

(Contacto Cultural, Fideicomiso para la Cultura México-Estados Unidos) 

Mexico

The program Cultural Contact is an original model where public, private and philanthropic participation from Mexico and the United States are integrated to promote cultural development and exchange between the two countries.

Needs addressed

Before 1990 exchanges among artists from Mexico and the United States were very isolated and with limited impact. The project addresses the need for opportunities to incorporate different initiatives that entail new approaches, and innovative artistic languages, which are still unknown by the majority of people. 

Objetives

· To promote artistic creativity, innovation, and excellence.

· To foster the presentation of artistic work from one country in the other.

· To promote the creation and sensitization of diverse audiences towards the artistic and cultural values from the other country.

· To stimulate the consolidation of opportunities for the professional development of artists, promoters, producers, programmers, and administrators in the two countries.

· To suggest collaboration strategies and policies as well as short term or long term artistic exchanges between the countries.

· To educate the public about the cultures of both countries.

· To optimize the use of human, artistic, financial, and material resources that are binational.

· To stimulate the creation, consolidation, and organization of international markets for the arts from both countries.

· To promote a model of international participation for supporting culture and arts among public, private, and philanthropic institutions.

Starting date, coverage and target group

The Endowment for Culture Mexico-U.S. was created in September, 1991. From 1992 to 2001 the program has contributed more than 9 million dollars to the development of more than 600 bi-national projects. In this period, it has supported a wide range of themes, artists, investigations, and institutions, both recognized and  emerging in the two countries.

Description

It is a permanent cultural organism that serves as a forum for the exchange of languages, tools, and visions of the art and culture within an institutional framework that gives security, professionalism, prestige, and access for interaction between artistic communities from Mexico and the U.S.

Financing sources

Financial contributions come from the Fondo Nacional para la Cultura y las Artes, The Rockefeller Foundation, Fundación Bancomer, MexAm Foundation and Fundación Jumex. The facilities are provided by the U.S. Embassy in Mexico.

Strengths of the program

· The core program in the past 10 years has been the annual call for artistic creation and cultural research projects. 

· We have archives that talk about our experience, history, and funded projects. 

· Cultural Contact has three committees that give strength to the program: directive committee, honor committee, and development committee.

Achievements

· In these 10 years, the program has supported approximately 600 projects with 9 million dollars.

· Projects by discipline: dance 49, theatre 59, Music 75, visual arts 115, Literature 92, media art 63, cultural studies 72, libraries 44, interdisciplinary 21, 

· By country: Mexico 313, United States 277.

Challenges

To strengthen the relationship between both countries’ societies through arts and culture.
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