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National Campaign against the IllICIT Traffic of Cultural Goods

(Campaña Nacional contra el Tráfico Ilícito de Bienes Culturales)

Colombia

The National Cooperation System against the Illicit Traffic of Cultural Goods is a participation and support strategy, promoted by the Ministry of Culture of Colombia through a National Campaign, to articulate society in the protection of tangible cultural heritage and to raise awareness about the impact of illicit traffic.

Needs Addressed 

The continuous and progressive loss of cultural goods, due to pillage, illegal trade and illicit traffic, and the understanding that only a cooperation strategy could generate the common front needed to stop these criminal acts, gave the ground for the creation of the Cooperation National System against the Illicit Traffic of Cultural Goods.

Objectives

The fundamental aim of the National Cooperation System against the illicit Traffic of Cultural Goods is to articulate Colombian society to jointly protect the material testimonies that integrate the tangible cultural heritage and raise awareness about the seriousness of illegal traffic and criminal acts which feed it, in order to keep the historic and cultural memory of the Nation.

The main objective is to articulate different governmental sectors and institutional instances, to plan, consolidate and develop processes which make possible, both the cultural exchange among the nations, and the actions which aim to stop the illicit traffic of cultural goods.

Starting  date, coverage and target group

The joint actions against illicit traffic started in 1998 and will continue.  Its coverage is national with an international projection. Its primary priority has been to link State entities, of national nature, NGOs whose programs are geared towards the preservation of cultural heritage, museums, education community, and civil society. Regional entities have been incorporated to the program, through state and municipal governments. In the context of private companies, the activities are geared towards the commercial sector (antiquarians and gallery managers), transporters, loading agencies, custom mediation societies, airlines and mail agencies.

Description

The program has created an interdisciplinary cooperation agreement that allows the Ministry of Culture to establish alliances with several  governmental entities, private and of civil society, for the training of human capital and the improvement of structural barriers that are pertinent to the cultural sector, and to form joint efforts against the illicit traffic of cultural goods.

The system is implemented based on five (5) Lines of Action: 1) National Cooperation, as a necessary and fundamental action for the development of joint tasks. 2) Inventory and Registry, in order to identify the objects to be protected. 3) Training and Raising Awareness, to strengthen the appropriation of national heritage. 4) Legislation, since a legal support is necessary for the development of the actions allowing the conservation of cultural goods, and 5) International Cooperation, to achieve the support of bordering countries, and of the importing and transit countries to avoid heritage goods to enter or circulate illegally in their territories and to ease the restitution of those illegally exported.

Financing sources

The Ministry of Culture has contributed most of the resources for the National Campaign against the Illicit Traffic of Cultural Goods. However, other entities have also taken care of some of the expenses. INTERPOL, the National Institute of Anthropology and History, the Convenio Andres Bello, the Administrative Department of Security (DAS), the National Direction of Customs (DIAN) and some private companies have also donated monetary and non-monetary resources.       

Achievements

· Strengthening of the institutional coordination at the national level, through inter-institutional agreements, training of technical committees and joint operation committees among governmental institutions.

· Inventory and registry of tangible goods of the national cultural heritage, through the design and publication of manuals for inventory, training workshops, on-line registries and follow-up of archeological, museum and documentary collections.

· Awareness, training and dissemination programs.  The course on “Heritage protection and appreciation” has been carried out 13 times in various cities.  Currently, the Ministry of Culture and the National Direction of Customs (DIAN) are developing a virtual course on cultural heritage protection and control.  The Red List of Cultural Goods that are in danger in the Americas has been launched.  Additionally, various publications, books and videos have been produced.

· Strengthening of the Colombian Legislation

· Strengthening of International Cooperation through the advancement of multilateral instruments, agreements, bilateral agreements, international conferences and the creation of technical committees of the Andean Community of Nations (CAN), among others.

· The program is flexible; it admits modifications which allow optimizing its functioning and management. In the same way, it can be adjusted to other contexts since its structure is basic and fundamental to protect different heritages.

Challenges

· To incorporate the area of cultural heritage in the training courses of Police officials.

· To strengthen export controls in all the cities of the country.

· To continue strengthening, at the national and regional level, the close collaboration among the cultural, customs and police sectors.

· To create new cooperation agreements with import countries, in order for those to impede the illegal entrance of archeological and cultural goods to their territories.

Recommendations regarding its potential transference to other contexts

The country that wishes to implement a program similar to the National Campaign against the Illicit Traffic of Cultural Goods, must count with an administrative, technical and legal infrastructure that allows to protect its cultural heritage, with skillful personnel. The following minimum requirements would facilitate the implementation of the program:

· A legal framework to protect cultural heritage.

· A national inventory system.

· Established certificates for the export of cultural goods.

· Training programs geared towards the protection of cultural heritage, where specific training can be included.

