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As we all know, the Juridical Committee has a vast and important agenda; I would like to call attention to some aspects of this agenda and to make a few brief remarks.

This agenda, like that of the whole OAS, that is, of each and every organ and entity, is now permeated by the characteristics of the new international and inter-American scene, and in particular by what is called “globalization”.

In any case, what we see in the multilateral environment is a more dynamic, more flexible political and legal vision that can more broadly harmonize national interests with the values shared by the hemispheric community, including not only governments, but increasingly civil society and private enterprise.

We could say that in the Americas we now have a more active multilateralism and broader international cooperation. One sign of this is the Summit of the Americas process and the redimensioning of the regional and hemispheric integration processes, including such efforts as CARICOM, the Central American Integration Pact, MERCOSUR, the Andean Community and the negotiations for the Free Trade Area of the Americas (FTAA).

In the case of the Juridical Committee, some of the subjects dealt with or in preparation are fully consistent with the priorities of the current OAS agenda, which these days largely originate from the summit mandates.

Democracy

For example, we can mention the subject of “democracy in the inter-American system.” This topic, i.e. the strengthening, defense, effective exercise and consolidation of democracy, is of course the top political priority of the OAS, given the virtual consensus on the primacy of this political system as the best guarantee of fundamental human rights and freedoms, and of building a stable, more integrated and economically developed hemisphere that is at peace.

The preparatory documents of the Quebec Summit also reaffirm first of all the need to strengthen democracy in accordance with the concept of human welfare and human security, indicating the need for a working commitment from all public and private participants in the inter-American system.

Human Rights

It is interesting to note that in this concept of democracy, individual welfare and protection from violence and discrimination have become the primary concerns and the key reference point in international affairs.

Along this line, the agenda of the Juridical Committee includes the study of the promotion and protection of human rights in the inter-American context, although the most recent sessions did not consider this topic.

Together with the themes of democracy, governance and the rule of law, a great deal of effort is being concentrated on aspects related to human rights and fundamental freedoms, as well as indigenous peoples, migrant workers and their families, the status of women and gender equity, the rights and problems of children and youth, freedom of opinion and expression, and so on.

In this area, we should also mention the mandates from the most recent General Assembly to consider a possible pan-American convention against racism and all forms of discrimination and intolerance.

Modernization of systems of justice

Another subject very closely related to those mentioned above and an integral part of the rule of law is the improvement of the administration of justice and the modernization of systems of justice in general.

The Juridical Committee has prepared many papers and recommendations on this topic. The resolutions of the General Assembly and conclusions of Meetings of the Ministers of Justice have highlighted various aspects of the administration of justice in countries that have served as a guide and model for advancing different plans and projects.

As we all know, this subject was discussed at the previous summits of the Americas, and at the Third Summit in Quebec, support will continue to be given to the meetings of justice ministers and attorneys general and the implementation of their conclusions and recommendations; support will also be given to the work of the Justice Centre of the Americas.

Combating corruption

Another priority is the fight against corruption, in view of the consensus that this scourge seriously affects democratic institutions, weakens the economic systems and exacerbates the plight of the most disadvantaged.

In this field, the OAS has shown that it is a suitable forum for developing international agreements as well as legislative proposals for the benefit of all member States.

Having already completed an important task with regard to developing the inter-American convention against corruption and model legislation, the Juridical Committee now has on its agenda the consideration of possible additional measures for the inter-American convention against corruption.

We also appreciate that the Quebec Summit will consider this topic and support various legal standards and existing mechanisms to move forward more effectively in this struggle, including increased participation of private enterprise and civil society organizations through initiatives that promote transparency in public affairs, accountability of public officials, probity and civic ethics.

Trade and integration

The legal dimension of regional integration and international trade is another high priority for all countries in the region. The Juridical Committee has prepared several documents on this subject, in particular, on the legal aspects of competition policies in the Americas. We think that the Committee could give new content and impetus to this topic in the future.

Closing words

As has been said many times, it is more important for us than ever that the Juridical Committee work on issues consistent with the OAS agenda, and for this, the Office of the General Secretariat is fully prepared to support the Committee’s work with its assistance and services.

All this is not to detract from the Juridical Committee’s ability to exercise its own initiative to the fullest extent in support of other priority issues, such as hemispheric security, and to issue statements giving direction to the progressive development and codification of international law.
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