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Dean Judith Areen, Distinguished Panelists, Members of the Faculty and Honored Guests:


On behalf of the Secretary General of the Organization of American States, I am pleased to welcome you to the opening of The Role of Legal Institutions in the Economic Development of the Americas.

This conference is the first joint initiative between the Georgetown University Law Center and the OAS, and I hope it serves as a basis for our two organizations to continue a dialogue concerning the legal development of the hemisphere.


As Secretary for Legal Affairs, I feel it is important that the OAS work closely with institutions in the region to develop programs and initiatives which promote practical research, discussions on pertinent legal topics, and the strengthening of the rule of law.

This conference will examine how the various legal institutions in the region have responded to the challenges of the free market model.  As the nations of the Americas have more closely integrated themselves into the world economy, serious questions have emerged concerning the role of the regulatory state, the need for judicial modernization, and the desire to promote transparency in markets and in government.


This international gathering brings together an esteemed group of experts to examine these issues in detail.  The current crisis in the global marketplace requires new and innovative approaches from all sectors to respond effectively to this challenge.  Domestic institutions and international organizations have an important role to play in restoring market confidence by ensuring that an adequate framework exists to protect both the individual investor and the national interest.


I am hopeful that tomorrow’s discussion will contribute to the discussions currently underway as legal institutions are re-examining their role in promoting economic development and creating new paradigms for development.

Once again I am delighted that the OAS is working with the Georgetown University Law Center.  As the international organization for the Americas, it is particularly important for the OAS to develop partnerships that utilize the experience and expertise of the academic, professional, and social institutions in the Americas.  It is important to have events such as this conference that serve as a starting point for promoting a dialogue among interested parties on these issues.  I am confident that this conference will serve as a catalyst for future debates and discussion on this topic.


I would also like to take this opportunity to recognize the generous support of the Council for Integral Development of the OAS and the hard work of Dr. Jaime Infante and his staff in making this event possible.


I would also like to recognize the presence of Ambassadors and Representative of Member States to the OAS in the room.  Your attendance and participation is most welcome.  Through your important work, the OAS will help prepare the region to face the new challenges and opportunities of the next century.

Once again, welcome to the conference.  I look forward to an interesting and informative event.


Thank you.

(found in “Symposium:  The Role of Legal Institutions in the Economic Development of the Americas,” 30 Law & Policy In International Business 9 (Supp. 1999))









