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AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENT OF TRINIDAD AND
TOBAGD AND THE GENERAL SECRETARIAT OF THE
ORGANLZATION OF AMERICAN STATES ON THE
ESTABLISHMENT AND FUNCTIOMING IN PORT-OF-5PAIN
OF THE OFFICE OF THE GENERAL SECRETARIAT OF THE
ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES IN
TRINIDAD AND TOBAGCO

WHEFREAS:

Axticle 119 of the Charter of the Organization of American States,
25 n-.mem:lnd by the Protocol of Buencs Ajrer, xigned on February 27,
1567 at the Third Special Inter-American Gonference, stzles that

"The Secretary General shall:

a) Entablish such affices of the General Secretariat as are neces-
sary to accomplish its purposes; and
b] Determine the oumber of officers and employees of the General

Secretariat, appoint them, regulate their powers and duties, and

fix their remuneratian.

The .&crem ry General shall exercise this anthority in'accordance
with Euch genersl etandards and budgetary provisions as may be estab-
lished by the General Assembly™; L

Article 139 of the above-cited Charter as amended provides that
"The Organization of American Stakes shall enjoy in the terzito rf aof each
Member sach legal capacity, privileges, and irnmunities as are necessary
for the exercise of its functions and the accomplishment of its purposes’;

In 1947 Trinidad and Tobago joined the Orpanization of American
States, depositing the Instrument of Ratification of the Charter of the
. Qrpanization of American Stater, signed on April 30, 1948 at the Ninth
International Conference of American States, on March 17, 1967, and
of the Protacol of Amendment to the Charter, signed on February 27,
19&7 ar the Third Special Inter-American Conference, on May 20, 1968;

and the Secretary General authorized the establishment of an office in

Trinidad and Tebago:



The Office of the General Secretzriat of the Organization of
_Amtri.:an States in Trinidad and Tobaga was established in 1967 with
the consent of the Gavernment of Trinidad and Tobage, and has been
actively fonetioning since that time;

For these purpanes, it ie neceseary to farmulate an Agreement,
in order to specify tha methods of cooperation belween the parties and
to determine the conditions, facilities, prerogatives, and immunities
that the Government of Trinidad and Tobago will accord the Ganeral
Secretariat, with respect’to the functioning of the Office,
THEREFORE,

THE GOVERNMENT of Trinidad and Tobago and

THE GENERAL SECRETARIAT of the Organization of American
St.ltEE

AGREE TCO THE FOLLOWING:

JSE OF TERMS

ARTICLE |

In thix Agreement

&, "Governmaent” means the Jovernment of Trinidad and Tabage;
b. UOrganization” means the Organization of American States;
c, "oene ral Secretariat” means the General Secretariat af the Organ-

ization of American Stalzs;

d. nOffice" means the Office of the General Secretariat of the Organ-
jzaticn of American States in Trinidad and Tobagoi

= "Gempetent Authority' means national or ather suthorities of
Trinidad and Tobage, according ta the law of the land;

£, MSacratary General” means the Sacretary General of the Organiza-
tion of American States;

E- "Asgigtant Secretary General' means the Aul:tmt Secretary

General of the Organization of American States;
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h, Ny rector™ means the designated Representative of the Secretary
General of the Organization of American Statea eatyusted with the
duties of administering the Office;

1. NOfficial of the Office™ means any member of the international
staff of the Genaral Secretariat, including peraonnel comtractad
by the General Szeretariat, gtationed in Trinigad and Tabage;

{. ~ "Propezty" ag used in Articles 9 and L] means all property inglod-
Ing funds and assets belenging to tha Qrganization of American
States, or held or administered by the Qrganization af American

States in fulfillment of ita constltutional functicns and in ge neral

all incame accroing te the Organization of American States.

PURPOSE AND FUNGTIONING OF THE OFFICE

ARTICLE 2

The purpose of the Cffice shall be to serve a6 d CEOLET for more
efficiently promoting and coordinating the activities ol the General
Secretariat, In this connection, the General Secretariat will study the
passibility of undertaking, through the Office, such activities of _public
relations, dissemination af inlormation, liaisﬁn, and cooperation as the
following: Program of Information to tha Fublic: Program of [nfermation
to the CGeneral Secretariat; collaboration with the Program of Technical
Cooperation; collaboration with the Fellowship Programi collaboration
with the Program of Techaical Arsistancs; collaboration with the Profes-
sorship Program; collabaratian with the Extra-continental Training Pra-
gram; collaboration with the Leo 3, Rowe Fund; printing, promotion and
digtribution of the publications of the General Sacretariat; maintenance

of relationa with Government officlals, assisting them to the extent nf
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it ability; maintenance of relations with private natienal entities,

to inform therm of the work being done by the OAS; collahoration in
conferences, meetings, COREresses, serninars, and other gather-
ings, whether national or international; participation in Inter-
American Book festivala and other cuitural gatherings; relations

with youth erganizations; centracting of persoanel for the General
Secretariat; giving advice to efficials of the OAS who travel on official
missions, and cther activities of @imilar nature or that coincide with
the general purposes aof the Organization.

ARTIGLE 3

The CHfice shall act aE the Secretariat of the Mational Committee
vn the Alliance for Progress in Trinidad and Tobago.

ARTICLE 4

The Government shali provide the Office with an annual sum of
TT $4, 500 which shall be expended in providing salaries for sec retarial,
clerical or simmilar personnel, This sum or the applicable partion there-
of shall be paid to the Office within I5 days after the signing of this Agree-
ment by the parties concerned, and thereafter, 30 days before the begin-
ning of each calandar year,

ARTICLE 5

The General Secretariat shall make 2n annual contribation of funda
that it appropriates for the maintenance of the Qffice in Trinidad and
Tobago, of funda that it may decide Lo assign iynm its own bodget, ar
from funds that rmay be made especially available to it for publications
or activities that the General Secretariat wishes to undertake through
the facilities of the Office., The General Secretariat shall also furnish

all necessary affice material, such as desks, supplies and equipment.



ARTICLE &
The Office shall be an integral part of the General Secretariat of

the Oyganization of American States, which appoints {ta staff.

ARTICLE 7

In the tercitory of Trinidad and Tobkago, in accordance with tha
provisions of the Charier of the Organization of American Statas, the
Otfice ahall enjoy much lagal capacity, privileges, and immunities as
are necessary for the exercice of its {functions and the accomplishment

of ita purposas, within the limits prescribed in this Agreement,

-

LEGAL CAPACITY
ARTICLE 8
The Office ahall have juridical perscnality in the territory of
Trinidad and Tobage and 3hall have legal capacity (a) to make contracts,
{b) to acquire and dispose of all forms of prupelrty, and (c) to institute

legal and administrativa procezedings.

Whenever the Office initiates a judicial or administrative proceed-
ing, the Director thereof shall waive, on the authority of the Secretary
Geaneral of the DAS, the imnmunity of jurisdiction recogni :l.'.-d in Article 9
of thia Agreemant, Such waiver shall be made at the beginning of the
dispute ar preceeding in question, end shall have no effect whatever of
a general :halracr.zr, being applicable only in relation to the specific

proceeding initiated by the Office,

FROPERTY, FUNDS AND ASSETS

ARTICLE 9

The Office. as well as its property, funds, and asseta, shall enjoy
in Trinidad and Tobago irnmunity frem judiclal and administrative pro-

cews, except in thane particular cases in whick such immunity is expressly
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waived by the Director of the Office, with the due authorizatien of the
Secretary Gensral of the Organization of Amarican States.

ARTICLE 19

The p:emiu":, pffices, archives, and documents of the Office shall
ba inviclable.

ARTICLE 11

The Office, as well as its propercty, funde, and asaets, ehall ba

axempt from:

a. all taxes: it iz understood, hnhl;*ever, that no exemption may
be claimed from taxss which are, in fact, charges for public
utility services;

b. customs duties and prohibitions and restrictions on articles,
mquiprment or working materials that the Office imports or
exports for ite official use. It i3 understood, however, that
articles imported under such exemption will not be sold in
the conntry, except under conditions agreed between the Govern-
ment and the Genaral Sec;‘etariat;

&. customs duties and prohibitions and reatrlctions on the importa-
tion and exportation of ita publications,

ARTICLE 12

The QOffice:

a, mnay hold funds or foreign currency of any kind and pperate
accounts ip any currency, aad

b. whall be frea to tranafer its funds within ar cutside of Trinidad
and Tobago and to convert the currancy held by it into any other
CUrrency.

In the exerciae of the rights set forth in this Article, the Office shall

pay due regard to any representitions made by the Goverpment, 10 the extent
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that it congiders auch representations may be taken into accpunt without

deteiment to the intereats of the General Secretariat.

FAGILITIES H.EG..';;R.DING COMMUNICA TIGNS
ARTICLE 13 .‘

For its officlal communications, the Office shall enjoy in Trinidzd
and Tobago treatment ne less favorable than that aceorded by the Govern-
ment to any other goverament or interpational orgapnization, with refer-
cnce ta priorities, schedules, rates, and direct ar indirect taxes for
mail, cables, telex, telegrams, radiograms, telephone Be rvice, mnd
othe ¥ communicatioas, and to special rates {or information sent to the
presa, televisicn, and to the radie, pravided such faverable treatment

is not incompatible with the provisiens of internatisnal conventions,

ARTICLE 14

The General Secretariat and its Dffice shall have the right to use
codes, as well as to asnd znd recelve correspondence by courier or in
sexled pouches, enjaying in that reapect the sama privileges and immu-

pities as diplomatic mail, couriers, and pauches.

PRIVILEGES, IMMUNITIES AND FACILITIES

CHficials of the Cifice

ABRTICLE 15

The officials of the Office as well as all other personnel emplayed
by the Dffics shall be immune Erem administrative or legal process af
any kind ln respect to worda spoken or written and all acts perfarmed
by ther in their official capacity. They shall also be exempl fxom ali:

taxes on salariea and emoluments paid te them by the Office,



ARYICLE 16

Officials of the Office:

a, shall enjoy imnmunity from all national service abligations;

b, uhall be }iﬂn, together with their spouses and relatives
dependent on them, every facility compatible with the immi-
gration laws;

e. shall be allowed to import, {ree of duty or tax, their furni-
ture and effects, including one autemcbile each, for perscnal
and family use,. an first taking up their post ln Trinidad and
Tobago; the regulations in fovce for the reeident diplomatic
corpa shall apply to the transfer of each autornobile. Articles
s¢ imported may be exparted free of duty or tax.

ARTICLE 17

In addition to the privileges, immunities and facilitizs set forth
in Articles 15 and 16 of thix Agreement, the DHirectior of the Office shall
enjoy the privileges, irnmunities and facilities granted to resident repre=

gantatives of other international organizations acc redited to Trinidad
and Tobagso.

ARTICLE 18

The Director of the Cifice shall notily the Govarnment of the narmes
of all officials and employe=s who are entitled to the benefits listed in
Articles 15, 16 and 17 of this Agreement.

ARTICLE 19

Privileges and immunities are granted to afficialzs of the Office in
the interests of the Office only. Consequently, the Directar, duly autheor-
ized ta do so by the Secratary General of the Grganization of Arn::ir_lan
Statex, shall waive the privilsges and immunities of any cificials in cases

whers, in the Judgment of the Secretary Gene ral, the exercise therecf
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would impeds the courss of Juatice and when such walver can be made
without prejudice to tha interests of the Office, and of the General Secre=

tariat,

Secretary General and Asmiptant Secretaly General

ARTICLE 20

The Secretary General and the Assistant Secrstary General of the
Drlga.rﬁ gation, their apoused and minor children, shall be granted the
privileges and iprounities, sxemptions and facilitias granted te diploma=
tic envyoys.

TRAVEL FACILITIES

ARTICLE 2!

The Government recognizes the refficial Travel Tiocurnent’ ispued
by the Secretary General of the Organization of Amnerican States as a
yvalid and safficient document {or the travel of officials of the Office and
of the Crganizatien.

ARTICLE 22

The ""Official Travl Dncum:n‘t“ mentioned in the previoud Article
does not require a visz for its holder to enter Trinidad and Tobago and
remain therain for the duration of his official mission.

The spouse and depandent relatives of the holder of the "Official
Travel Docurnent'! ghall be given, without delpy and without being requited
to Appedr pe raonally in the Consulats, Legation, o7 Embassy of Trinidad
and Tobaga, and without the payment of any fea, visas in theix paRsports
that will permit them to enter the national territory and to rernaln therein.

The Government shall taks the stepa necsssary to accomplieh this puTpase.



- 10 -

COOPERATION AND SETTLEMERT OF DISPUTES

ARTICLE 23

The Office shall cooperate with the competent autharitisn of the
cavntry to {acilitate the proper administration of justice, to smee that
police regulations and ordinancea are obeyed, and tc prevent abuses of
the privileges, immunities and facilities mentioned in this Agreement,

ARTICLE 24

The Office phall take whatever steps may be necessary for the
appropriate aettlement of:

a, di.sputen arising out of contracts or other disput=s of a pri-
vate law character to which the Office im a party; and

b, disputes involving any official of the Office with reference to
which immunity is enjuoyed, provided that the Directar, duly
authorized for this purpose by the Secretary General of the
COrganization of American States, shall not have waived this

immunity in accordance with Article 19.

FINAL PROVISIQNS
ARTICLE 25
Nothing contained in this Agreement ahall ba construed as pre-
eluding the adoption of appropriate security measures in the intereats

of the Government.

ARTICLE 26

Thiz Agreement may be maodified or expanded at the requ.est of
either party, after prior consultation on the proposed modification or
expansion, and providing both parties agree.

ARTICLE 27 |

This Agreement ahall enter into force on the day on which it is

lignedi'
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ARTICLE 2B

Eithsr of the parties may t?rmimtu this Agreamenct by notifying
the other In writing one 'ru.r‘ln advence,

IN WITNESE WHEREDF, the andersigned, duly puthorized for
the purpose, rign this Agreement in duplicate in Wasahington, D, C.,
Unitad Staten of Amarica, on the *9 fi day of g'-'l-""l-l.- , one

thegeand nine hundred seventy,

FOR THE GOVERNMENT

Y et

Francif C. Prevait
Minister of External Alfaira
of Trinidad and Tobage

FQOR THE GENERAL SEC
-

D el
lo Flaea

. Secretdty General of the
Organization of American Staten

/ ’

ORA/|K-711



