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MAERLEHTNT DETWIELY THIE GCHERAL SECRETARIAT O THE
ORCANTZATEQN GF AMCHTCAN STATSS AND TIHE COMDENWMERT OF JAHATCA GH
THE TURCTIONTHG IH KINGESTOH OF FHL OfrICE OF TMNE SECRETARIAT IH

JAHATCA

*;HEHEHE the Inter-American Committee of Presidential Ropresentd-
tives, In Reconmcndation HG.ES, declared that one of the means fer
strengibening the zetion of the Organization of American Btates, in
order to make it u constantly more efficient channel of ecoperaticn
betwoen the mopbor states, is the establishment of closer ties be-
twnﬁu the eountries of the Hemisphere through mutual knewledge of
their cultupai, econemic, and social characteristics in the Amegican
community, adding that a matter of vital imp-tance %o the effective
functioning of the Organization iz to be assured tH:-understanding;
support, and participation of the publie;

AKD HHﬁREAS to achieve these objectives the Committee in its
reconnendation aﬁviseﬂ that fhe necessary steps be taken to establish
proparly organized loea) offices of the General Secvetariat in all
.the memher states;

AND WHERELS in 196% Jamalica joined the Orpanizatien of h%;rican
Gtates and the Secrotary General authorized the establishment of an
ﬁffice in Jamaiea,

ARD WHEREAS it is necessary to conclude an agreement in further-
anceluf the methods of cooperation between the parties and to deternine
the conditions, facilities; privileges, and inmunities that the Govern-
ment of Jamaica will accord the General Secretariat, with Tespect to
Cthe functioning of that offiece; :

NOW THCKEFORE the General Sceretariat of the Orpanizaticn of
mnerican States (hereinafter called "the Secretariat™) represcnted by
foiior Galo Fland and the Guvernment of Jamaica (hereinafter called
“the Covernment') represcnted by Sir Eperteon Richardson, Jamaica's

Ambassadop to the Oprpanization of Anepican States

BAVE AGRILD AS TOLLOWS:



PAXT Y

FURPOSC ALD VUNCTIQHING OF THL OFFTCE

Apticle 1. The Governuent agrees te the establishment of an Qffice

of ihe Soepetariat in Kingston, Jamaica.

Articii 2. Tlhe purpnhﬂ of the 0ffice shall be to serve as a cellie.

for more cfficienlly promoting and coerdinating the activities of the

Secretariat.

hrticle 3. The 0ffice and the staff assigned te it shall be an in-

tepral part of the General Secretariat of the Orpanization of Amcrican

Btates. -
PLRT 1I : -
’ *
STATUS, IMNUMITIES AND PRIVILEGES -
Article 4. In accordance with the provisions of the Charter of

the Ovganization of American States, and of the Agrcement on Frivileges
and Tmmunities of the Organization of fmerican States, the Secretariat
and its Office shall enjoy, in the territory of Jamaica, such legal
capacity, privileges, and immunities as are necessary for the exercise
of their functions and the accomplishment of their purposes, within

the limits prescribed in this Agrceoent.

Article 5. (i) The Secretariat and its Office shall have juridical
personality in the territory of Jamaica and shall have legal capzeity

{a) to make contracts: {b) to acquire and dispose of real and persenal

property; {c} to institute legal and administrative proceedings, and
(8) to carry out any activities inhercot in thelr funetions.

{ii) Whepever ihe Secrotarial or the Office dnitiates a
judicinl or administrative proceeding, the Secretary General of the
Orpanization of fmerican States shall waive the immunity from juris-
diction rocopnized in Article 7 of this Agreement in order tE facilitate
the conclusion of such proceedings. Such waiver may be made at tﬂe
beginning of the dispute or preoceeding in queation, and shall In any

event have npo offect whatever of a peneral character, beinp applicable



only in relation 1o the opecifie procedures ipitiated by the Scere-
tarial ar the 0 ieo,

prticle 6.  The Secrctardst ond its Office shall enjey in Jamaica

the independence and frecdonm of actien to which internaticpnal ergoni-
f-

gatifis are entitled according to internationzl custom.

Ariiele 7. The Secretariat and its 0ffice, as well as their

property, funds and assets, whercever located apd by whomever held,
shall anjay in Jamzica immunity from judicial and administrative
process, except in those particular cases in which such immunity is
Exbressly waived by the Secretary General of the Organization of
hmerican Etatés. Ho =uch waiver, however, shall make the =aid propcor-
1y, funds end assetis subject to any measure -F execulicn.

A
Article B. The prémizez of the Office shall be inviclable. The

property of the Secretariat and its Office, including their archives
and dﬂcumenfs, vherever lecated and by whomever held, shall be immune

from esarch, seizure, attachment,., requisition, confiscation, exprooria-

tien and any other form of interference, whether by executive, admin-

izteative, judicial or legislative action.

Article 9. (i} The Secretariat and its OfFfice, as well as their

property, fundzs and aszets shall he exsempt from:

{a) &1l direct or indirect taxes, except SUCh 35 re-
present charpes for public viility service;

{b}. customs duties and prohibitiens and restrictions
on articles, cquipment or working materials that the 0ffice or the
Seeretariat inpert or export for theiv official vse or to carry out
official praprans or projects of the Organization of hmerifan States;

{c} custams dutiéﬁ and prohibitions and restricticons
on the impertation and axportation of their puhlicatiﬁns._

(ii} 1In the cxercise of the right set forth in the
preceding sub-hﬂrﬂgrﬂph, 1he Secretariat and itz OFfiec shall pay
due regard to any represcntaticons made by the Guvernmenf, to the
cxltent that surli roprescentations are cobsivient with international

low, custom or praclice.
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Article 10, The Secrctariat and its Office:
(o] may hold for its own account funds or foreipgn
currency of any Kind and ocperate accounts in any curreney | and
{b) =hall he free to transferriis funds within sr

puts¥ile of Jamaica and to convert the currency held by them inte

any othcr currency.

PART I1I
PACILITIES REGARDING COMMUWICATIONS AND TRAVEL

Article 11, Fer their official communications in Jamaicos the

-

Seoretariat and i11s Office shall be exempt from censorship of any
F i L4

kind. e

Article 12. The Secretariat and its Officc shall have the right

1o use codes, am well as to send and receive correspondence by courfer
or in sealed peuches, enjoying in that respeet the same privileges

and iomunities as diplomatic mail cofiriers and pouches.
PART IV ] "
TEAVEL FACTLITIES

Article 13, {1) The Government recognizes the Official Travel

Document issued by the Sccoretary General of the Organization of

American States as & valid and sufficient document for the travel

of officials of the Organizalion,

{2} The 0fficial Travel Pocument mentioned in the pre-
ccding sub-paragraph dogs not reguire a viza for its holder to
enter Jamaica end remainlthercin fon 1ﬂe duration of his efficial
mission. ' ;H

{3) Hembers of the family Forming part of the heouse-
hold of the holdder of an Official Travel Doocuncnt shall be given with-
out delay oand without being required to appuar-pEPEnnaliy in the
Conuulate, Lepntion, or CDnbassy of Jamafca, and without the payment

of any foe, visas in their passports that will permit them to eptor
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the national territery and to romain therein, The Govermnent zhall

take the sieps noceszsary to aceomplich this purpoze.
FART ¥

FERSONAL IMMUNITIEG, PRIVILEGES ARD TACILITIES

-l

Article 1%,  Subject to the provisiens of paragraph (ii) of Article

i8, the personnel of the Office shall:

(a} be immune from adminiztrative or legal procegs of
any kind in respect of words spoken or sritten and all acts performed
by them in their offiecial capacity, even when ne lenger serving in
that capaﬂity;- ' | -

(b} be exempt from taxation and zocial security contri-
butions on the salaries and empluments paid to then;iw'the Becretariar
on the Dffice;

| (¢} Le exempt from all national service cbligaticns;

(d) ble piven together with menbers of thelr family
forming part of their respective houwschald every facility compatihle
with the immigration laws;

(e} be allowed to import and export, every three years,
free of duty or tax, their furniture, effects and other goods, in-
éluding for personnel or family uwse, one automobile, subject io lhe

curpent laws of the ccuntry con the sﬁhject.

Article 15. The Geovernment shall not be cbhiliped to accord the privi-

leges ond inmunitics mentioned in sub-paragraphs (e) and (d) of the

(preceding article to its own naticnals, nor thoze mentianed in sub-

paragroph (ed, unless, in respect to the latter, such nationals are

returning to Jamaica after terminating their services te the Organiza-
. .

tion.

-'lu

Article 1G.  The Dircctor of the Office shall notify the Governmont

of the officials and other =taff moobeors who are entitled to the
benefits listed in Avtiele 14,

Article 17, FPrivileges and immunities are granted to the personnel

of the Seevotariol in the Interest of the Secoretasiat ond itn Officeo

ehldy.  Conmeguently, the Dlrvctor of the Office, duly authorized to
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do so by the Scerctary General of the Organization of Amcrican States,
hall waive the pfivilugea and ‘nmunities of any employce working in
Jamaica in any case whepre, in the Jjudpment of the Sccretary Gencral,
the exercise thereof would jwpede the course df justice and when suech
uaivé% can bo made without prejudice to the interests of the Office '

and the Secrctariat, Waiver shall alwayz bo cwpress and in weitten form!

Article 18. (i) The Secrotary General and the Assistant Scoretary

General of the Orpganiration shall enjoy the privileges, immunities and
facilities that are accorded heads of diplomatic missicns, and members
of their familier forming part of their houzehclds shall enjoy the
privileges, iwﬁmnities apd facilities to the saﬁe extent as are £n-
-joved by members of the family of heads of 4. lomatic.nissions,

(ii) The Aszsistant Secretaries, the DE;Ectars, e
Beputy Directors of Departments, the Director of the Office, and
other ﬂfficiéla of the Secretardat shall, unless they are naticnals
of Jémaica, enjoy the like privileges, immunities and facilities that
are accorded officials of eguivalepnt rauk in diplomatic missicons, .

(iii) Contracted ewperts engaped on missions on behalf

of the Secretariat shall, during the peried of thedr azsigrments in

Jamaica, enjoy the privileges and immunities specified in Article 14,
PART V7T

COOFPERATION AHWD SETTLEKENT OF DISPFUTES

F
——

Article 19, The Secrstariat and its O0fficc shall cooperate with the

competent authorities of the country to facilitate the proper ad-

winistration of juatice, to ses that the polico regulntiﬁnﬁ and ordi-
nances are obcyed, and to prevent abuses of the privileges, immenities
and facilities mentioned in this Aprecement.,

Artiele 20, The Secretarviat apnd its Office shall take whatover steps

nay Lo nocessory for the appropriate scttlement of!
(a} disgputes arising out of coplracts or other disputes
of a private-law character to which the Sceretariat or its Office iz

O party; and,
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l'.r-lj Coinpuwlies invedwing aoy cmployee of the Seovetariat
or i1z Mfiee with reference te shich dmmunity in enjoycd provided that
the pircctor, duly authorized for thiz purpose by the Seeretary Genorsl
gf ihg Orgonization ofF Amgriean Btates, shall not hove waived this ..

immeniiy in accordanee with fpticle 17,
FART YII
GENIAAL PEOVISIOLRS

Avtiole 21. This-ﬂgrcﬁmﬂnt may be medificd or expanded at the re-

quest of either party after prier consultatien on the proposed médifi.
ecation o expancion, and provided hLoth parti&s’agrqu*

Aeticle 22, This Agreement shall enter into foree on the day it iIs

signed by both parties.

Article 23%.  Either of the partics may tcrminate this Agroement by

notifying 1the other io writing ene yepry in advanco.
IR WITKLDSE WELRIOF the woadersignesd heve signed this Aproecment in
duplicats at Washirgton, D, C., United States of Aweriez on this 12 1

"Ja"LI QE ME\!‘C%L 4 otir Lthousacd nine burndrsd and REVRTTY 0TS,
- )
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Egerton R. Fickardzon

Ambassador, Repro=entative of JamAaica
to the OAS
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