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AGREEMENT
BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENT OF GRENMADA, CARRIACON -
AND FETIT MARTINICUE AND THE GENERAL SECRETARIAT OF THE
ORGAWIZATION OF AMERICAN S5TATES ON THE ESTABLISHMENT AND FUNCTIONING
IN 5T. GEORGE'S QF THE GFFICE OF THE GEMERAL SECRETARIAT OF THE ORGANIZATION
OF AMERICAN 5TATES IN GRENADA

(Sighed in Washington, D.C., on Octeber 6, 1978}

GEMERAL SECRETARIAT OF THE ORGAMEZATIZN DF AMERAICAN STATES, WASHLNGTON, D.C. 30006



AGEEEMENT BFETUEYN THE GOVERNMENT O GRENWADA, CARRIACOU
- AND PETIT MABRTINIQUE AND THE GEWNERAL SECRETARIAT OF
THE QRGANTZATION OF AMERICAN STATES ON THE ESTARLIGI-
MENT AND FUNCTIONIMG IN ST. GEORGE'S QF THE OFFICE OF
THE CENERAL SECRETARIAT OF THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN
STATES IN GREWADA

WHEREA 3:

Article 11% of the Charter of the Organization of American
Srates, as amended by the Protecsl of Buenos Aires,-signed ot
February 27, 1967, at the Third Soecial Inter-American Con-
ference, states that

"The Secretary General shall:
a2y  Establish such offlces of the Generval Secretariat as are

tiecasasary to accomplish itcs purpeses; and
b} Deterpine the mumber of officers and employees nf1the

General Secretariac, appeint them, regwulate thelr povers

and dutiea, and fix their renumeration.

The Sacretary General shall exercise tEhis authority in
gecordance wirh such general standards and budgetary provisions
as may be established by tha General Assembly'':

ﬁrticle 139 of the above-cited Charter, as amended, pro-
vides that "The Organization of American States shall enjoy in
the territory of each Memher State such lagal capacity, privi-
leges and Immunities as are necessary for the Exercise af ite
functions and the accomplisbment of its purposes’™;

In 197% Grenada joined the Organization of American States,
depositing the instruement of Ratification of the Charter of the
Organization of Amarican States, signéd on April 30, 1948, at
the Ninth International Conference of American States, on March

17, 1967, and of the Protocol of Amendment to the Charter, signed



on February 27, 1367, at thé.Third Special Inter-American
Conference, on May 20, 1968; and the Secretary Gatzral
suthorized the establishment of an office in Grenada.

Thae Office of the Gemeral Secretariar ef the Qrganiza -
tion of American States in Grenada was established in June,
1976, with the consent of the Government nf Grenada; and has
been gctively functicning since thal tims;

For thege purposzes, it 1s mecessary La formilate an
Agreement, in order to specify the meithods of cnﬂperﬁtiﬂn be-
tween the partics and te determine the concltiowes, facilitieé*
prerogatives &nd immmities that thé Goveromenl of Grenaca
will accord the General Secretariat, with raspeck be the

functioning of the Office.

THERETORE:

TRE GOVERRMEWT of Grenads and
THE GENERAL SECRETARIAT wf the Drganizatiom of American

Btates
AGERE TO THF FOLLOWING
USE OF TERMS
hrticle 1°- In this Apgrcement )

a) TMAsslstant Secretary General™ means the Assistant Secre-
tary.Gennral of the Organirzation of American Drates.

) - "Competent Anthorify' means naticnal or cther suthorities-
of Grenada, acecording to the law of the land.

e}  "Directar' means the degipgnated Representative of the
Encretarg General of the Organization of American States

entrusked with the duries of adminlstermng the 0ffice.



d)

£}

g)

k)

i)
)

k)

"Gene¥ul Secretariat" means the Jeneral Eecrétariat of the
Orpanization of American Staktes.

"Government" means the Government of Grenada, Carriacou and
Petit Martinique.

"OFfice" means the Office of tha General Seeretariac of the
Organization of American States in Grenada,

"Offieizl of the O0ffice' means any member of the Interma-
tional staff of the General Secretariat, Ineluding per-
sonnel under contract by the General Secretariat, staticned
in Grenada for a pericd of six months or mere.

"Officlals on Misslons" means members of the international
gtaff of the General Secretariat, including persomnel undex
contract by the General Secretariatb, assipgned to perform
their duties in Gremnada for periods of no less thac aix
months. |

"Organization" meens the Drganizatlon of American States.
"Property’, as used in Articles 8 and 10, meansz all property
including funds and assets belonging to the Organization of
American States, or held or administered by (he Crganization
of American States in fulfillment of its constitutional func-
tionz and in general all income zceruing to the OQrganization
of American States. |
"Secratary General™ means the Secretary General of the Organi-

zation of American States.

PURPOSE AND FUNCTIONING OF THE OFFICE

Articla 2°- The purpose of the Dffice shall be, in collzberation

with the Government, to serve as & center-for more effliciently pro-

moting end coordinating the activities of the Gereral Secretariat.

Tn this cuﬁnectinn, the Ceneral Secretariat will study the possi-

bility of undertaking, through the Office, ;uﬁh ackivities of



pubiiﬂ ralationg, dissemination of information, liaison, and
cogpperatlon as the following: Program of Information to the
public; Program of Information to the General Secratariat;
ecllaboration with the Program of Technical Cooperation; tolla-
boration with the Fellowship Program; collaboration with the
Program of Tectnical Assiscarce; collaboracion with the Pro-
fessorship Program; <¢ollaboration with the Extra-continental
Training Program; ecollaboration with the Lec 5. Rowe Fund;
printing, promoclon and distribution of the publicarions of the
General Secretariat; maincenasnce of relations with Government
officiale, assisting them Lo the exrent of irs 2abiiity; mainte-
nance of relations with private natiomnal entitics, to Inform them
af the work being done by the 04%; collaboration in conferences,
meetbings, congresses, seminars and other gatherings, whether
national or international; participation in Inter-ﬂmerLcan'huuk
festivals and other cultural patherings; rTelatioans with wyouth or-
ganizations; contracting of perconnel for the General Becretariat;
giving advice to officials of the DAS ﬁhu travel on offieial
mizsions, and gther activitles of similar nature eoxr that coinecide

with the general purpose of the Orpanization.

n

Article 3°- The Government shall prcvide the Office every three

vyears with furniture made of local wood.

The old furniture shall be returned to the Covernment I ex-

change for the new furniture.

Article 47 - The General Secretariat shall malke an annwal contri-

bution of funds that it appropriates for the maintenance of the
Uffice in Grenada, and alszo funds thaf-it may male available from
its owm budget for publications or activities that the General
Secretarizt wishes to undertaske through the Faciliries of the
Offige., The General Secratariat thall alsa furmish all necessary

office material, such ga desks, suppiies and Equipment.

.
. L



Article 5°- The Office shall be an integral part of the

General Secretariat of the Orgsnizaticon of American Sktates,
which shall appeint its staff.

Article &°- In the territory of Grenada, in accordance wich

the provisions of the Charter of the Organization of BAmerican
States, the Office shall enjoy such legal capacity, privileges
and immunities &s are necessary for ;he exerclse of its functions
and the accomplishment of its purposes, within the limits pres-

cribed in this Agreement.

LEGAL CAFPACITY

Article 7°- The Office shall have juridical personalicy in (he

territory of Grenadz and shall have legal capacity (a) to make
contracts, (B} to acquire and dispose of all forms ef property,
and (¢} to institute legal snd administrative proceedings.
Whenever the 0ffice initiates -a judicial or administrative
preceeding, the Director thereof shall waive, on the authority
of the Secretary General of the OAS, the immunity of jurisdictien
recognized in Articie B of this Agreement. Such waiver ehall be
made at the beginning of the dispute or proceeding in questicm.
and shall have no effect whatewer of a general character, being
applicable only in relatien to the specifiec proceeding inttiated

by the 0ffice.

PROFERTY, FUNDS AND ASSETS

Article B°- The Office, as well &z its property, funds and

apzetsz, chall enjoy in Grenads immunity from Judiecial and admin-
istrative process, except in those particular cases in which such
immunity 1s axpressly waived by the Dirsctor of the Office, with
the due nuthnrizntiuﬁ of the Secretary General of the Organiza-

L

tion of American States.



Article 9°-

a) The premises of the Qffire shall be inviolable, Apents
cf the Government may net enter chem, except wi£h ithe
consent of the Director of the O0ffice, with the due
authorization of the Secretary General.

b) The premises of the 0ffice, their furnishings and other
property thereon and the mesans of transporration of the
Office shall be fmwnme from searﬁh, eonfiscacion, requisi-
tion, attachment cor execution. '

¢ The Archives, documents and correspondence of the 0ffice

shall be invialahle at any time and wherever they nay be.

Article 10°- The Office, as well as its property, funds and

assets, shall be exempt from:

a} all takes: it is understosd, however, that no exemption
may be elaimed from taxes which azre, in fact, rcharges for
pablic vtility services;

b)) customs dubies end prohlbitlons and restcrictions om artieles,
equipment or working materials that the Difice imports or
exports for ite official use. It s understocd, however,
that articles imported under euch exemption will not be
gold In the country, except under ceaditions agreed upen
in writing between the Government an& the Generul Secre-
tariﬁt;

c) enatoms duties and prohibitions and restriections on the

importation and exportation of its publicatioms.

Article 11°~  The Office:

a) may hold funds or foreign curreﬁcy of any kind and operare

sccounts In any carrency, and



b)

shall be free to transfer ics funds within or oucside
Grenada to convert the currency held Ey 1t into any

other currency.

In the exerclse of the rights set forth in this Article,

the Dffice shsll pay due regard to any representations made

by the Govermment, to the extent that it econsidera that such

representations may be token into account without detximent

toe the interests of the Genearasl Secrerariat.

Article 12°- ‘The private residence, papers and carrespondence

of Officials of the @¢ffice shall enjoy the same inviolability

and protection as the premises of the Office.

FACILITIES REGARDING EGHHﬁNIEHTIUHS

Article 13°-

a)

b)

For its offjicial communicatioms, the Office shall enjoy

in Grenada treatment no less favorable than that accorded

by the Government to any other government or International
organization, with reference to pricritles, schadules,

rates and direct ox Indirect taxes for cables; telex, tele-
grams, radiograms, telephene service and other eormunica-
tiong, and to special rates for information sent to the
press, television, and to the radio, provided such favorable

treatment is not incompatible with the provisions of inter-

-national conventions.

The Office shall enjoy postapge-free facilities for its
correspondenca and mail to, frnq_and within Grenada; how-

ever, In the case of "Reglstered Mail™, the regiscration

fee 13 payable,

+



Artiele 14°- The General Secretariar and irs Dffice shall

have the fight to use codea, as well as to send and receiva
correspondence by courier or An gealed pouches, enjoving in
that respect the same privileges and immunities as diplomatic

mail, eouriers and pouches,

PRIVILEGES, IMMUNITIES AND FACILITIFS

Officials of the Office and 0fficials on Missions

Article 15°- The Dffiefals of the Dffice and on Missigns,

28 well as 2ll other personnel employed by the Qffice, zhall
be immwme from administrative or legal process of any kind

In respect to words spoken or written and all acts periormed
by them in their official capacirty. They shall also he exempt
from all taxes on salaries and emolucents paid to them by the

Office.

Article 16°- The person of an Official shall be inviolakle,

He shall not be liable to any form of arrest or detention. Re
shall be treated with due respect and the Government shall
take 21l appropriate steps to prevent any attack on his person,

freedom or dignity,

Article 17"~ Officizls shall:

A% enjoy immumity from all national servica cbligations;

k)  be given every faeility compatible with immigration laws,

Article 18°-

-

a) Officials of the Office, In accordance with such laws and
regulations as the Government may adept, upon first taking
up their post in Grenada and no later than six months after

thelr assﬁmptinn of duty, shall be allowed to import, free



of all customs duties, taxcs and related charges other
than charpges for storage, cartage and similar services,
their furniture and household effects, including one
automobile pach epvery two years, and other articles in-
tended for personal and family use at their official
residences, Articles imported may be Ezpcfted free of
duty or raxes; the regulations in force for the resi-
dent diplomatic corps shall apply tﬂ.thE eransfer or
sale of all artiecles importod.

b) Officials on Missioms shall, in accnt&ancu with auch laws
and regulations as the Government may edopt, be allowed
to bring into Grenada, free of customs duties and taxes,
personal and other elfects compatible with the duration

of their perioed of assignment in the territory.

Article 19°- Officials, upon application to the Competent

Avthoricy through the Ministry of Ex;ernal ﬁffairs, shall be
retmbursed all customs duties and taxes for purchases made iu
Grenada of their furniture and household effects, including .
automoblles and other articles intended for personal and family
use &t their official residences; such spplications shall only
apply o articles purchagsed within the perfod and time limit

as specified in Articls 18 of this Agreement.

Article 20°- The personal baggage of 0fficials shall be exempt

from inspection, vnless there are serious graunds for presuming
that it contzins articlez mentisnad in Article 18, or articles
the fmport or export of which is prohibited by the law or con-
trolled by gquarantine regulations of the Government. Such in-
spection shall be conducted in the presence of the Officials

concerned or their authorized representative and the Permanent
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Secretary of the Ministry of External Affairs or his autho-

rizcd representative from the said Hinisﬁr?.

Artiels 21%.  The mombers of the family of Qffiecials foraing

part of their houschold and dependent en them shall enjoy the

privileges, immunitics and facilities accorded to sald Officials.

Article 22°%- The Director of the Office, his spouse, child-

ren and relatives dependent on him, shall enjoy on a continuous
basis, the privilegta; immunities, benefics and facilities set
forth in Atticles 15, 16, 17, 18, 1%, 20 and 21 of this Agreement.

Article 23°-  The Director of the 0ffice shall notify the

Government of the names of all Qfficials and employees who are
entitled to the benefite listed in Articles 15, 16, 17, 18, 19,

20, 21 gnd 22 of this Agreement.

Article 24%*- Privileges and immunities are granted to Officials

in the interesrs of the ﬂffice_and‘their missions only. Conse-
quently, the Director, duly authorized by the Seeretary Cencral
of the Organization of Amerliecan States, shall waive the privileges
gnd frmunities of any officials In cases where, in the judgement
of the Secretary General, the exercise therecf woula impeda the
course of justice and when such waiver ecan be made without preju-

dice to the interests of the 0ffice, and of the General Secreta-

riat.

SECRETARY CENERAL AND ASSISTANT SECHETARY GEWERAL

Artiele 25°- The Secretary General sod the Assistant Secretary

General of the Qrganization, their speuses, children and rela-
tives dependent on them, shall be granted the privileges and

jmmuniries, exemptions and facilities granted to diplomatic

envoys.
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TRAVEL FACTLITIES

Article 26"~ The Government recogndzes the "Offiecial Trevel

Pocument” 1ssued by the Searstary General of the ODrganizacion
of American Btetes ax a valid and sufficient document for the

travel of officials of the Dffice abd the Organization.

Article 27°- The "Offir{ial Travel Dacument™ meﬁ;innad In the

previcuas Article does not require a visa for its holder to en-
ter Grepnada and remain thercin for the duratlen of his eofficial
assignment or mission.

Howewer, the Generel Secrctariat shell inform the Govern-
mant, throwgh the Ministry of External Affairs,of the exact
nature of the visit to Grenads of all O0ffieclals of the Organiza-
tiom and Gffictala on Missioma, regardless of their rank and the
purpese GF thelr miseione; Eu;h Officigls ghell nat embark on
their travel until they are suthorized te do so by the Govern-
ment. .

The gpouse and dependent relatives of the ﬁulder of the
" fictal Traval Doecument” shall Be glven, without delay and
without being required Lo mppesr personally to the Gﬂnsulaté,
Legation, or PErbasay of Grenada, and without the payment of any
fee, visas in their passports that will psrmit them to enter '
the national territory and to remain therain; thisz 1$'prﬁvided
that the ne:essﬁry Government authorizacion fq; rravel ty the
helder of the "DEficial Travel Document” has been soughr and
granted. '

The Government and the Organization shall take the steps
necesgary to accomplizh the requirameﬁts éet forth in rthis Ar-
ticle; in raser guch zg confarences and mestings when Lerze
groupa of officidls need to travel to Grenada, rhess requivements

ghall be walved by rhe Goveroment after prior eonsultation.



COOPERATION AND SETTLEMENT OF DISFUTES

ﬁrt%cle 28"~ The 0ffice shall cooperate with the competent

authorities of the ﬁnuntry to facilitate the proper adminiscra-
tion of justice, to see that police regulations and ordinances
are obeyed, and to prevent abuses of the privileges, immunities

and facllities mentloned in rhis Agreement.

Artiele 29°-  The Office shall rake vhatever steps may be

necessary for the appropriate settlement of: |

a) disputes arising out of contracts or ather disputes of a
private law or character to which the Office is a party;
and

b) disputes invnl?ing any official of the O0ffice with refer-
ence to which immuniity Is enjoyed, provided that the
Director,- duly authorized for this purpeose by the Sgere-
tary General of the Organization of Amaxican States, shall

not have waived this Immunity In sccordance with Article 24,

FINAI. PROVISIONS

Artiecle 30°- ¥othing contained in this Agreement shall be
eonstrued as precluding the adoption of appropriare security

moeasures: In the interest of the Government.

Article 31°- This Apreement may be modifled or expanded at

the request of either party, after pricr gonsultation on the
proposed modification ox expansion, and providing both parties

agrea. -

Article 32°- Thiz Agreement shall enter into force on the

day on which it is signed.



Article 33°-  Either of the parties way terminate this Agreement

| by motifying che other in writing one year in advance,

IN WITNESE WHEREOQF, the undersipnad, duly autharized for the
purpos4d, sign this Agreement in duplicate in Washingrtonm, R.C., on

the Gtk day of C}{,.'EELE-‘«.- , ona thouzand nine hutdred and sevenf_‘y

elght.

: ) . !
Aleiandrs Orfild
Fetary.: Corera] oSt

(AL

Fablan AlexIa Radh=ad
-Ambassedor, Permanenc Representative

""l..__"uf Grenadz to the Drganization of © Organization of american

N American Scates Stares




