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	PERSONNEL CIRCULAR
CIRCULAR AL PERSONAL

No. 31-06

SUBJECT:  Special Observer Contracts - SOCs

This is a corrigendum of recently published Personnel Circular No. 28/06 in which it was stated that the Department of Human Resources (DHR) would no longer process Special Observer Contracts (SOCs) and that in lieu of that contract mechanism, the Performance Contract ("CPR") mechanism would be used.

Please be advised that both SOCs and CPRs may continue to be used, as appropriate, in the circumstances explained below.

A SOC is a special type of short-term contract.  SOCs may be used with individuals hired to provide services in electoral or human rights missions or to provide other services in connection with democratic development and other activities ("Missions").  Individuals holding SOCs are GS/OAS staff members, but they have limited rights set out in Appendix C of the Staff Rules.
CPRs with natural persons for work on OAS Missions may not be used for time periods of more than 309 days without prior review by the Department of Legal Services (DLS) and approval by the Chief of Staff of the Secretary General. Individuals holding CPRs are independent contractors.  They are not GS/OAS staff members.

(1)
USE OF CPRs:

A.
CPRs should be used for Mission personnel when a Mission is expected to last NO MORE THAN 309 DAYS;

B.
CPRs may be used, notwithstanding the fact that the expected length of the Mission is more than 309 days, for all of those individuals in the Mission for whom it is reasonably expected that there will be no need for that individual's services for more than a total of 309 days, and

C.       Requests for exceptions for CPRs of more than 309 days are not normally granted and can only be granted in accordance with the CPR Rules.  CPR Rule 10.2.1 provides that requests for such exceptions must be submitted to the DLS for review and to the Chief of Staff of the Secretary General for final determination.

(2)      USE OF SOCs:

A.
SOCs should be used when a Mission is expected to last MORE THAN 309 DAYS; except that, as stated in Paragraph (1), B, above, CPRs may be used for those individuals contracted for the Mission for whom it is reasonably expected that there will be no need for that particular individual's services for more than a total of 309 days; and

B.
The use of SOCs for Missions expected to last less than 309 days requires consultation with the DHR, prior review by DLS, and prior approval by the Chief of Staff of the Secretary General.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Date: July 10, 2006

	 

	 
	 
	 


 
