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THE MISSING PERSONS PROJECT AND THE CONFERENCE

The ICRC process

· Internal Objectives:

· To establish operational guidelines on the issue of missing persons: by studying all the methods now in use, at the political and field level

· Several external objectives:

· To review all methods for preventing disappearances during hostilities and for responding to the needs of families that have lost contact with their loved ones.

· To reach agreement on common recommendations and operational practices.

· To raise this concern to a higher level on the agendas of governments, the United Nations and nongovernmental organizations.

Organization of the process

· First stage (Sept. 2, 2002)

· Three external studies

· Two electronic workshops

· Six workshops

· Second stage

· Meeting of governmental and nongovernmental experts (Feb. 19 to 21, 2003)

Topics addressed at the conference

· The missing:

· Persons whose families have no news of them and/or

· Are reported missing on the basis of reliable information

· Because of armed conflict or internal violence.

· Families need:

· To be considered victims.  

· The right to know.  

· Recognition of responsibility and acknowledgment of the facts.

· Specific needs of families:

· Special attention must be paid to single heads of families, and to children whose parents have both disappeared.  

· Families must be helped to become self-sufficient.  

· Psychological help must be provided.  

· Associations and networking of victims' families should be encouraged.

· Responsibilities:

· Of states, in terms of preventing disappearances and clarifying the fate of missing persons.

· Of armed groups, on the basis of treaties and customary law.

· Of international and nongovernmental organizations to foster awareness, provide support, and act as facilitators.

· Prevention

· Ratifying and adhering to treaties.

· Implementing treaty provisions in domestic legislation.

· Teaching the rules contained in those treaties.

· Enforcing and respecting the provisions of treaties.

· Information management

· Compiling comprehensive files on an impartial basis.

· Coordination among participants (working methods and processing procedures).

· Centralizing information.

· Legal rules governing the protection of data must be respected.

· Information must be shared without endangering victims or information sources.

· Information on the dead

· Information on the dead:  reducing the number of missing persons.

· According to international law, the looting and desecration of the dead are considered crimes.

· Fundamental responsibility lies with the authorities.

· Outcome of the conference

· Observations and recommendations adopted by consensus: binding/ nonbinding.

· Implementing best operational practices among actors involved in the field.

· Participants promised to raise the question of missing persons in other forums.

· The most outstanding feature of the debate was the diversity of participants.

· It was recognized that the suffering of families is real.

· The law was presented as an instrument for alleviating suffering.

A historic step in the search for solutions.

