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Remarks by the Chair of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs, Minister Antonio García:

It is a great pleasure from me to speak at this special meeting devoted to the study and analysis of international humanitarian law (IHL).


I want first of all to extend special thanks to all the experts who have joined us for this meeting, for the dedication and enthusiasm they have shown in preparing the documents for the session, which will be distributed to you as we go along.  I also want to welcome all of those who, with their academic and professional qualifications, are certain to contribute in great measure to the success of the session.


Since 1994, the OAS General Assembly has issued a steady series of resolutions about respect for international humanitarian law (IHL).  Those resolutions urge member states to consider the possibility of ratifying the IHL instruments, disseminating them as widely as possible, and adopting national legislation to give effect to those instruments and to prevent their violation.  As well, they call for the establishment of national advisory committees to facilitate coordination of these tasks, something that we shall also be addressing in this meeting.


In particular, resolution AG/RES. 1904 (XXXII-O/02), adopted at the last OAS General Assembly, instructs the Permanent Council, with the support of the General Secretariat, to continue holding special meetings in order to reaffirm the pertinence and timeliness of IHL.  It is pursuant to that mandate that we have convened this special meeting.


With respect to the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), we must recognize its consistent and long-standing efforts to promote and disseminate knowledge of IHL throughout the world.  In our Hemisphere, as we know, the ICRC has worked tirelessly at the bilateral level with states, with individuals, and with the relevant institutions in order to implement IHL in our national systems, as well as within the inter-American system.  With the OAS it has a long and fruitful record of cooperation: this can be seen in the ICRC's participation as special guest in the Organization's general assemblies.  Among other achievements, I may mention the 1996 agreement signed by the President of the International Committee and the Secretary General for inter-institutional cooperation in the field of promoting, implementing, and disseminating IHL.  The resolution of the twenty-sixth regular session of the General Assembly, adopted in July 1996, on anti-personnel mines and the establishment of a mine-free zone in the Americas, was issued in accordance with ICRC recommendations of that same year.  Subsequently, in January 1997, a seminar on IHL was held jointly with the ICRC, for the benefit of ambassadors and diplomatic personnel accredited to the Organization.


Beginning in 1998, the ICRC has been invited to maintain dialogue with representatives of OAS member states at meetings of the Organization's political bodies, such as we are doing today.  Such meetings have served to strengthen the cooperative ties between the two institutions, and have facilitated fruitful exchanges on the concepts, realities and challenges of IHL in the Hemisphere.  At those meetings, the ICRC has presented highly useful reports on implementation of IHL rules among the states and organizations of the Hemisphere.


Under the Cooperation Agreement between the two institutions, the First Governmental Experts' Meeting on the National Implementation of International Humanitarian Law and Related Inter-American Conventions was held in San José, Costa Rica, in March 2001.


The ICRC has also played a key role in the Summits of Heads of State of the Americas, and its constant promotion of IHL has been reflected in the declarations from those Summits.


Today's special meeting of the CAJP is part of that ongoing cooperation that unites are two institutions.  In particular, the session will address the achievements, the current status, and the outlook for the future development of IHL.  We shall also be hearing presentations on the most recent developments internationally, and in particular on the results of the International Conference of Governmental and Nongovernmental Experts on kidnapped and missing persons, that was held in February of this year in Geneva, and on the Regional Meeting of Experts on the Protection of Cultural Goods in the Event of Hostilities, held in May 2002 in Lima.


This afternoon we shall hear about the most recent steps taken in OAS member states to address the issues referred to in resolutions AG/RES. 1900 and AG/RES. 1904 (XXXII-O/02).


Finally, we shall be hearing statements and comments on the International Criminal Court (ICR), which today is a reality.  The creation of a tribunal of this kind is a fundamental step forward in combating impunity for atrocious crimes against humanity.


Approval of the Rome Statute constitutes the legal basis for the ICR, which will have its own legal personality and its own headquarters in The Hague.  Approval of that Statute is without doubt a historic event.  For some experts, its approval is just as important as was that of the United Nations Charter, since in their opinion it represents a fundamental legal element for enforcing IHL.  Its importance can also be judged by the number of states that have ratified the Statute.


Under the terms of the Statute, violations of the applicable rules in situations of armed conflict are deemed to be war crimes, even if the conflict is not international.


I am certain that the dialogue we are beginning this morning will reflect the high technical level of the issues to be discussed, and will allow us to analyze the Hemisphere's progress in ratifying the various international instruments and implementing them in our domestic legislation, and that it will also clarify the steps that have yet to be taken for consolidating IHL in the Hemisphere.

�.	The texts of the statements by member states and the expert presentations have not been edited or modified in any way for purposes of this Chairman's Report.





