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Introduction  
 

I am very pleased to address you at this year’s course on international law and 
bring some perspectives from the other side of the Atlantic. 

 
Through my presentation of the Council of Europe and its activities in the 

legal field, I shall try to illustrate how law apprehends the social, political and 
economic realities of our societies, thus paving the way for a harmonious 
development. 

 
We in the Council of Europe attach great importance to the work of the 

Organisation of American States. I therefore see my presence as a step forward in 
enhancing the already excellent co-operation between our two organisations. 

 
This co-operation is nothing new. As you know on 29 September 1969 an 

Agreement of co-operation between the OAS and the Council of Europe was 
signed in Strasbourg. This has provided the framework for our co-operation 
which was later reflected in an exchange of letters between the Secretary Generals 
of the two organisations of 13 November 1987. 

 
In my introductory remarks I intend to provide you with a general overview 

of the Council of Europe and its activities in the legal field. I will then provide 
you with some more specific comments on several priority areas. 

 
In this connection, I understand that you have already been given a copy of 

the brochure Building Europe together on the Rule of Law which gives further 
insight on these matters. I will be happy to take any questions that you may have 
in that connection. 

 
Let me start by telling you a little bit about our Organisation, the oldest one 

devoted to European integration. 
 
The Council of Europe 

 
The chief purpose of the Council of Europe, an intergovernmental 

organisation founded in 1949 and currently grouping 45 Member States,1 is to 
protect and promote human rights, pluralist democracy and the rule of law. With 
the accession of a 46th member, Monaco, in October, the Council of Europe will 
comprise all European countries except Belarus. As a result of its work, some two 
hundred international treaties (European Conventions) have been produced (see 
Appendix). At this point I should note the general trend towards opening Council 

                                                 
1  Albania, Andorra, Armenia, Austria, Azerbaijan, Belgium, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Croatia, 
Cyprus, Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Georgia, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, 
Ireland, Italy, Latvia, Liechtenstein, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Moldova, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, 
Portugal, Romania, Russian Federation, San Marino, Serbia and Montenegro, Slovak Republic, Slovenia, Spain, 
Sweden, Switzerland, "the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia", Turkey, Ukraine and United Kingdom. In 
addition, the Council of Europe has received an application from one more country: Monaco, and has granted 
observer status to five more countries: Canada, Holy See, Japan, Mexico and United States of America.  
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of Europe conventions to non member States subject to certain conditions. You 
will also find in Appendix as list of such conventions that have been signed or 
ratified by members of the OAS. 

 
In the legal field, the Council of Europe contributes to the harmonisation of 

Europe’s legal systems on the basis of standards that are laid down within the 
Organisation. Its overall aim is to encourage the establishment and development 
of democratic institutions and procedures at local, regional and national level, and 
to promote respect for the principles of the rule of law.  

 
A substantial contribution to the achievement of this aim has been made 

through its two principal, interconnected means of action, namely: the 
intergovernmental programme of activities, on which all the member states work 
together and on the basis of which the Council has drawn up and adopted nearly 
200 conventions and agreements and hundreds of recommendations of the 
Committee of Ministers to member States since 1949; and the co-operation 
activities to strengthen the Rule of Law, involving the Council of Europe and one 
or more member states. 

 
These programmes have been radically adjusted to meet the assistance and 

co-operation needs generated by rapid changes on the European political scene 
since the fall of the Berlin Wall, and also the challenges of step-by-step 
enlargement – from 21 in 1989 to 46 in 2004 – bringing in the countries of central 
and Eastern Europe. 

 
The Council of Europe’s wide-ranging work on legal issues is the 

responsibility of the Directorate General of Legal Affairs of which I am in charge.  
 
Let me tell you briefly about it. 

 
The Directorate General of Legal Affairs of the Council of Europe 

 
Structure 
 
This Directorate General comprises two Directorates, one on Legal Co-

operation, the other on Local and Regional Democracy.  
 
In addition, the Directorate General has a Legal Advice Department and a 

Treaty Office.  The Legal Advice Department provides legal assistance for the 
Secretary General, Council of Europe organs and Secretariat departments, 
especially on the drafting of treaties and recommendations, institutional matters, 
contracts, privileges and immunities, but also staff matters, including cases before 
the Organisation’s Administrative Tribunal.  The Treaty Office exercises 
depositary functions, on behalf of the Secretary General, with respect to almost 
200 Council of Europe treaties.  

 
Last, but not least, the Venice Commission for Democracy through Law, is an 

advisory body which provides guidance on common European constitutional 
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standards and promotes their application.  
 
It was established in 1990 and has played a leading role in the adoption of 

constitutions that conform to the standards of Europe's constitutional heritage.  
 
Initially conceived after the fall of the Berlin Wall as a tool for emergency 

constitutional engineering, it has become an internationally recognised 
independent legal think-tank.  

 
It contributes to the dissemination of the European constitutional heritage, 

based on the continent's fundamental legal values while continuing to provide 
“constitutional first-aid” to individual states.  

 
The Venice Commission also plays a unique and unrivalled role in crisis 

management and conflict prevention through constitution building and advice.  
 
It currently counts 46 members, 1 associated member, 9 observer members 

including Argentina, Mexico, the United States of America, and Uruguay, and 1 
special status member.  

 
Bodies 
 
Intergovernmental activities are carried out under the authority of the 

Committee of Ministers by steering committees, comprising delegations from 
member states, which monitor the work of specialised expert committees. There 
are four steering committees under our responsibility: the European Committee 
on Legal Co-operation (CDCJ); the European Committee on Crime Problems 
(CDPC); the Steering Committee on Bioethics (CDBI) and the Steering 
Committee on Local and Regional Democracy (CDLR). In addition, there are also 
ad hoc committees on public international law (CAHDI), terrorism 
(CODEXTER) and the protection of asylum-seekers and refugees (CAHAR).  

 
Conventional activities are implemented through committees provided for 

specifically by international treaties (conventions). These committees comprise 
representatives of the contracting parties and generally have the task of 
monitoring compliance with conventions, for instance, on regional and minority 
languages, protection of children, data protection and judicial co-operation in 
criminal proceedings. 

 
Our tasks entail not only the Council of Europe activities described above, but 

also meetings of specialised ministers and co-operation with other European and 
international organisations. With regard to meetings of specialised ministers, 
particular attention should be paid to the Conferences of European Ministers of 
Justice, the Conferences of European Ministers responsible for Local Government 
and the high-level meetings of the Ministries of the Interior which give ministers 
a regular opportunity to discuss topical issues and decide what lines the Council’s 
work should follow.  Recently the following issues in the legal field have been 
considered at high level: the independence, efficiency and fairness of justice, the 
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fight against corruption and money laundering, and the fight against terrorism, 
policing, security and the protection of citizens’ rights at pan-European level, etc.  

 
Activities which form part of the co-operation programmes are implemented 

by the Secretariat directly in co-operation with government authorities of the 
benefiting States and, where necessary, with the assistance of experts from other 
countries. They aim at preparing and introducing legislation and an institutional 
or operational framework which match the country’s specific needs and features, 
but are also consistent with fundamental rule-of-law principles.  We also try to 
ensure that reforms are carried out in accordance with these principles, and as 
prescribed by law, by providing in-service training for professionals on all levels 
of the legal system who are involved in implementing new legislation (judges, 
prosecutors, lawyers, police, prison staff, bailiffs, notaries). 

 
In addition to these Council of Europe co-operation programmes, specific 

programmes, jointly funded by the Council of Europe and the Commission of the 
European Union, are being implemented in certain countries or in certain fields, 
the aim being again to establish an institutional and legal framework consistent 
with rule-of-law principles, to reform criminal, civil and administrative law, and 
to ensure that these reforms are properly conducted, in keeping with European 
standards. 

 
Activities  
 
The activities and the means of action of the Directorate General of Legal 

Affairs of the Council of Europe concern the following key-areas: 
 
(a) legal frameworks and organisation within a democratic state, covering 

issues such as constitutional, public international law and local and regional 
democracy; 
 

(b) legal relations between individuals and the state, which concerns a wide 
range of work on such issues as protection of children, civil and commercial law, 
administrative law and administrative justice, foreigners and citizens in a state 
governed by the Rule of Law and the legal framework of civil society; 
 

(c) improving the independence and functioning of justice, with the 
Consultative Council of European Judges (CCJE), the European Commission for 
the Efficiency of Justice (CEPEJ), the meetings of Presidents of European 
Supreme Courts, the conferences of Prosecutors General of Europe, the European 
network of individuals and agencies responsible for the training of judges and 
prosecutors (Lisbon Network).  We cover issues such as mediation issues in 
dispute resolution proceedings, legal aid, the legal professions (judges, court 
registrars, prosecutors and notaries); 
 

(d) rule of law and citizen’s security, with activities on such issues as 
operation of conventions in the criminal field and criminal justice, combating 
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corruption, money laundering and organised crime, fight against cybercrime and 
terrorism, police ethics, prison system and prevention of crime; 
 

(e) scientific revolution and legal protection of the human being, covering 
activities relating to data protection, information society, bioethics, 
biotechnology. 

 
Due to a lack of time, I will not be able to comment on the significant 

activities that are conducted under each of the above-mentioned headings. Allow 
me to refer you again to the document that you were provided with earlier. I shall 
concentrate rather on some which are of particular relevance in light of your 
agenda. 

 
Public international law 
 
First of all, let me tell you about our activities relating to Public International 

Law, which will be of interest to you for obvious reasons. 
 
The Council of Europe is actively working to co-ordinate its member states’ 

activities in this field. It is done through its Committee of Legal Advisers on 
Public International Law (CAHDI), an intergovernmental body which brings 
together the Legal Advisers of the Ministers for foreign affairs of our member 
states as well as of a significant number of observer states and organisations, 
including Canada, Mexico and the US. 

 
CAHDI’s aims are notably to strengthen the role and influence the 

development of public international law, to bring national viewpoints closer 
together, to review at regular intervals outstanding reservations to international 
treaties (it operates as a European Observatory of Reservations to International 
Treaties), as well as to follow developments concerning the instruments for the 
protection of victims of armed conflict and relating to international human rights 
law and the work done by other international bodies, including international 
courts and tribunals.  

 
The issues examined by CAHDI include, for instance, expression of consent 

by states to be bound by a treaty, state succession and questions of recognition, 
classification of documents concerning state practice in the field of public 
international law, debts of diplomatic missions, and the fight against terrorism. 
Currently, it is carrying out a pilot project on state practice regarding immunities 
of states and their property and is reviewing reservations made to international 
anti-terrorism treaties.  

 
The CAHDI also liaises with the International Law Commission of the UN 

and the Council of the European Union’s Working Party on Public International 
Law (COJUR). 

 
Let me now turn to the paramount question of Access to Justice.  
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Access to justice 
 
1. Access to justice: pillar of the rule of law 
 
• Justice is an essential pillar of a state governed by the Rule of Law, 

because it ensures the fair implementation of the law and the settlement of 
disputes. It is as such enshrined in the European Convention on Human Rights 
(Article 6) which constitute the very reference for the work of our Organisation 
and embodies its very principles and ideals.  This article is largely similar to 
article 8 of the American Convention on Human Rights drafted within the 
Organisation of American States. 
 

• But justice can play this essential role only if: 
 
o it is accessible to individuals: all persons under the jurisdiction of a court 
must effectively have access to the law and to the court.  The complexity of 
the legal system and costs of justice are real obstacles to access to a judge, 
particularly the need to hire qualified lawyers; 
 
o it is expeditious; the excessive length of judicial proceedings should be 
properly addressed;  
 
o it is effective; court decisions must be properly enforced.  
 
These are the cumulative (and not alternative) ingredients which make a 

judicial system efficient.  
 
2. The CoE guarantees access to justice in Europe through its standard-

setting role 
 
 As the European organisation of Human Rights and the Rule of Law, the CoE 
invests considerable effort in facing these challenges. 

 
• It is the institution which sets the standards as far as justice in concerned 

in Europe. It has been active for more than 50 years in the definition of the 
objectives of justice throughout the Continent, establishing a community of values 
reflected in norms and standards: 

 
o Smooth administration of justice and access to justice: one of the main 
concerns of the ECHR, reflected in particular in Articles 6 and 13 and the 
Court's case law (right to a fair and public hearing within a reasonable time by 
an independent and impartial tribunal as well as the right to an effective 
remedy); 
 
o Fundamental norms on access to justice completed by other European 
standards defined in essential Council of Europe's instruments: 
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 Recommendation (94) 12 of the Committee of Ministers to Member 
States on the independence, efficiency and the role of judges; 
 

 Specific Recommendations concerning the actors of justice, such as 
lawyers and prosecutors, or the European Charter for the Status of Judges; 
 

 Recommendations addressing specific means to reach the objectives of 
justice, such as legal aid, mediation, measures to prevent and reduce the workload 
of courts or enforcement of court decisions; 

 
• The notion of access to justice is part of the acquis of all European citizens.  

 
3. The CoE contributes actively to the proper implementation of its own 

normative framework 
 
• Drawing lessons from the Human Rights Court's case law related to 

Article 6 in particular, it proposes ways of decreasing the number of complaints 
and offers solutions as to how these complaints can be prevented.   

 
• A monitoring procedure carried out by the Committee of Ministers of the 

Council of Europe on the functioning and efficiency of judicial system has shown 
that changes are necessary in all member states, in particular as regards the 
complexity of judicial procedures, their duration and their cost.  

 
• In 2002, therefore, the CoE established the European Commission for the 

Efficiency of Justice (CEPEJ) which is composed of eminent experts in judicial 
issues from our 45 member states.  These states have committed themselves to 
carrying out a regular assessment of the performance of their judicial systems: 

 
o not merely for academic purposes, but to make the necessary 
improvements towards increasing the efficiency of the service provided to 
citizens and to determine their level of satisfaction and their trust in their legal 
system; 
 
o the CEPEJ is today a unique forum for all European states to assess the 
efficiency of judicial systems and propose concrete solutions as regards 
access to justice;  
 
o in particular, the Committee of Ministers adopted a pilot-questionnaire 
established by the CEPEJ containing around 100 questions to assess the 
functioning of judicial systems in all our member states, from both a qualitative 
and a quantitative point of view. The answers to this questionnaire are being 
processed and the result of this first study will lead to concrete actions being 
proposed to our member states to improve access to justice within the European 
judicial system.  
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• Justice is a complex issue: proper access to justice depends to a large extent 
on the proper articulation between the various actors of the judicial systems and the 
fundamental principles at stake. Therefore the CEPEJ does not work in isolation. 
This instrument is part of the global policy of the Organisation for the proper 
functioning of justice, to which other bodies contribute as well: 
 

o the Consultative Council of European Judges (CCJE) is a unique body 
composed of judges which advises the Committee of Ministers on our policy 
towards judges in Europe; its opinions, particularly those on the financing and 
management of courts, have proved invaluable; 
 
o the Lisbon Network comprises those institutions and administrations 
responsible for the training of judges and prosecutors in our member states 
and is in charge of developing European solutions to improve judicial 
qualifications and therefore the quality of justice; 
 
o the Conference of Presidents of Supreme Courts; 
 
o the Conference of Prosecutors of Europe which brings high level 
prosecutors from all over Europe to discuss about issues of common interest. 
 
• Specific concrete initiatives have recently been developed by the Council 

of Europe with its 45 member states to improve access to justice, for instance:  
 
o the European Day of Civil Justice, jointly launched by the CEPEJ and the 
European Commission (last week of October) to bring citizens closer to their 
judicial system; 
 
o the publication of practical information notices on legal aid, containing 
practical and easy-to-read information on the functioning of legal aid 
mechanisms in all the Council of Europe's member states; 
 
o the promotion of specific policies to develop the use of new technologies to 
improve the management of justice.  
 
• For 15 years now, the CoE has been implementing activities, in particular 

in central and eastern Europe, within the framework of its co-operation 
programmes which have enabled it to gain valuable experience and develop 
unique expertise: 
 

o overall reforms of the justice system, among which, I should cite as 
example of paramount importance the reform of the judicial system in the 
Russian Federation; 
 
o essential legislative reforms regarding access to justice have been 
developed, including specific mechanisms to improve legal aid systems 
(example: Kosovo) or the enforcement of court decisions (example: 
Bulgaria); 
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o institutional reforms have been developed to improve judicial efficiency 
through the establishment of High Councils of Justice (example: Romania) or 
by improving the quality of judicial systems through the setting up of training 
schools for judges and prosecutors (examples: Albania, Romania). 
 
Another key issue of paramount importance for civil liberties is that of 

information and its protection. Let me tell you about our activities. 
 

The right to information: access to and protection of information and 
personal data 

 
1. The right to information and the right to privacy: two potentially 

conflicting rights 
 
• The use of automated processing of personal data has increased rapidly 

over past decades, bringing with it the risk of personal data being easily used and 
transferred to countries where they are not afforded an adequate level of 
protection. 

 
• The ECHR guarantees (like the American Convention) a number of 

political and civil rights, among which figure the right to privacy (Article 8) and 
the right to information (Article 10), two rights which are potentially conflicting.  

 
• Faced with the need to reconcile these two fundamental rights and ensure 

the same level of protection of these rights beyond national borders, the CoE 
drafted the “Convention for the Protection of Individuals with regard to 
Automatic Processing of Personal Data” (ETS 108 in 1981). To this day, it 
remains the only binding international legal instrument with a worldwide scope in 
this field. It is open to signature by any country, including countries which are not 
members of the CoE.  

 
2. The European Convention on data protection and its additional 

protocol 
 
• Convention 108 defines a number of basic principles for the fair and 

lawful collection and use of personal data: 
 

o Personal data can only be collected for a specific purpose and should not 
be used for any other reason; 
o Data must be accurate, adequate for this purpose and stored only for as 
long as is necessary;  
o The Convention also establishes the right of access to and rectification of 
data for the person concerned (data subject); 
o Lastly, it requires special protection for data of a sensitive nature, for 
example on religion, political beliefs, genetics or medical information. 
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• This instrument has so far been ratified by 31 States and signed by 
another 7 (as of 10 August 2004). It also inspired EU Directive 95/46 on the 
protection of individuals with regard to the processing of personal data and on the 
free movement of such data. Together, these instruments form the basis of all EU 
member states’ legislation in this area. 

 
• The Convention was complemented in 2001 with an Additional Protocol 

on Supervisory Authorities and Transborder Data Flows. Drafted in view of the 
increase in the flow of data across national borders, the Protocol aims at 
improving the application of the principles contained in the Convention by adding 
two substantive new provisions, one on the setting up of one or more supervisory 
authorities by each Party and one on transborder flows of personal data to 
countries or organisations which are not parties to the Convention.   

 
3. From theory to practice 
 
• In order to adapt the general principles set out in Convention 108 to the 

specific requirements of various sectors of activity in society or to new 
technological developments, 13 recommendations of the Committee of Ministers 
to member States and various guiding principles have been adopted by the 
Council of Europe. Some of the most important or recent ones deal with This 
Protocol entered into force on 1 July 2004: 

 
• Ice records (1987), employment data (1989), medical and genetic data 

(1997), the protection of privacy on the Internet (1999), insurance purposes 
(2002), video-surveillance (2003) and smart cards (2004).  

 
• Texts currently in the pipeline focus on the impact of new technologies, 

in particular biometrics and communication networks, on data protection. 
 
• The implementation of Convention 108 and the other instruments in the 

field of data protection is monitored by a Consultative Committee set up by the 
Convention which gathers representatives from all State parties, as well as 
observer States from throughout the world (including Australia and Canada) and 
interested international organisations (European Commission and Council of the 
European Union, OECD, ICC, ILO).  

 
• This committee, with its unique mixed composition of representatives of 

the governmental authorities and independent supervisory authorities responsible 
for data protection, provides a useful international forum for the discussion of 
issues of common interest or concern. 

 
• The CoE also offers its Member States its unique expertise by means of 

specially designed co-operation activities, which aim at: 
 
o helping to prepare and introduce legislation and an operational framework 
which are consistent with the provisions of Convention 108, as a requirement 
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prior to its ratification. For example, such activities, some of which were 
organised in co-operation with the European Union, contributed to the 
adoption of national data protection laws in Bulgaria (2001), Malta (2001), 
Lithuania (2002) and Croatia (2003); 
 
o ensuring that reforms are carried out in accordance with the Convention’s 
principles and as prescribed by law, for example by examining data protection 
rules and their implementation in specific sectors or by providing training for 
professionals (example: police sector, 1997, Czech Republic; population 
register, 2004, Slovakia). 
 

Fight against crime 
 
The Rule of Law and the citizen’s security is of paramount importance to the 

Council of Europe as it plays an active role in European co-operation on crime 
problems and in the fight against corruption and organised crime. As indicated 
above, the Council of Europe’s work comprises various activities on issues such 
as the operation of conventions in the criminal field and criminal justice, police 
ethics, prison systems, the prevention of crime and the fight against corruption, 
money laundering, organised crime, cybercrime and terrorism.  

 
Allow me to comment briefly on those relating to Economic and Organised 

crime, including corruption, money-laundering, on cybercrime and, last but not 
least, on terrorism. 

 
1. Economic and organised crime 
 
Our work in this area consists of three inter-related elements: setting 

European standards, monitoring compliance with European standards and 
strengthening capacities through technical co-operation –let me just mention some 
of our programmes.  

 
a) Organised crime 
 
Our work in this area led to the adoption of the Guiding principles for the 

fight against organised crime, which are included in Recommendation (2001) 11 
of the Committee of Ministers to member states. 

 
b) Corruption 
 
A number of major legal instruments have also been adopted in the field of 

the combating corruption. For instance, the Criminal Law Convention on 
Corruption sets out to harmonise national laws on the definition of corruption 
offences, to set up complementary penal measures (such as the liability of firms 
for corruption) and to improve international co-operation in bringing offenders to 
justice. This Convention is completed by a Protocol which extends the scope of 
the Convention to corruption of domestic and foreign arbitrators (in civil, 
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commercial or other matters) and jurors, thus complementing the Convention’s 
provisions protecting the judiciary. 

 
Another important text is the Civil Law Convention on Corruption, which 

covers the definition of corruption, compensation for damage, liability (including 
state liability), contributory negligence, limitation periods, validity of contracts, 
protection of employees, accounts and audits, interim measures and international 
co-operation. 

 
Additionally, the following “soft law” instruments can be quoted: Resolution 

(97) 24 of the Committee of Ministers including twenty guiding principles to fight 
corruption, which defines the priority activities for a comprehensive, serious and 
efficient action against corruption; Recommendation (2000) 10 which includes in 
its appendix a model Code of conduct for public officials; Recommendation 
(2003) 4 on common rules against corruption in the funding of political parties 
and electoral campaigns, the aim of which is to enhance transparency of funding, 
establish certain limits on donations, ensure a proper control in this area, etc. 

 
The adoption of this battery of legal instruments was coupled with the setting-

up in 1999 of a monitoring body, the Group of States against Corruption 
(GRECO) to which I referred earlier on. Let me now stress that GRECO allows 
for the participation of member and non-member States of the Council of Europe 
on an equal footing.  The USA is a full member of this body. 

 
The GRECO was conceived as a flexible and efficient mechanism to monitor, 

through a process of mutual evaluation and peer pressure, the observance of the 
Guiding Principles in the Fight against Corruption and the implementation of 
international legal instruments. 

 
The aim of the GRECO is to improve its members' capacity to fight 

corruption by monitoring the compliance of states with their undertakings in this 
field. In this way, it contributes to identifying the deficiencies and insufficiencies 
of national mechanisms against corruption, and to prompting the necessary 
legislative, institutional and practical reforms in order to better prevent and 
combat corruption. 

 
The first evaluation round ran from 1 January 2000 to 31 December 2002 

GRECO decided to organise visits to all its members with the aim of completing 
the information at its disposal. 37 members of GRECO have so far been visited by 
evaluation teams. In January 2003, GRECO also launched the compliance 
procedure, which aims at assessing whether the recommendations adopted during 
the 1st evaluation round have been satisfactorily implemented. 

 
On 1 January 2003, GRECO also launched its 2nd evaluation round, which 

deals with confiscation of corruption proceeds, liability of legal persons, public 
administration, tax measures to curb corruption and accounting offences related to 
it.  
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c) Money laundering 
 
The MONEYVAL Committee is an evaluation and peer pressure mechanism 

which reviews the anti-money laundering measures and measures to counter the 
financing of terrorism in Council of Europe member states which are not 
members of the Financial Action Task Force (FATF)2. Its aim is to ensure States 
have in place effective systems to counter money laundering and terrorist 
financing. It mutually evaluates states against all relevant international standards 
in the legal, financial and law enforcement sectors. Its reports provide highly 
detailed recommendations on ways to improve the effectiveness of domestic 
regimes to combat money laundering and terrorist financing and States’ capacities 
to co-operate internationally in these areas. One of the international standards 
against which assessments are made is the Council of Europe Convention on 
Laundering, Search, Seizure and Confiscation of the Proceeds from Crime. 

 
At the end of 2003, MONEYVAL concluded its second round of on-site visits 

to evaluate the anti-money laundering measures implemented in the original 22 
Council of Europe member states which underwent the first evaluation round. 
This second round included evaluation against the criteria for non-co-operative 
states and territories.  

 
MONEYVAL also conducted on-site evaluation visits covering both money 

laundering and terrorist financing in several member states (Azerbaijan, Armenia, 
Serbia and Montenegro, and Bosnia and Herzegovina).  

 
A third round of mutual evaluations of jurisdictions involved in 

MONEYVAL began in 2004 and will conclude in 2007. All these evaluations will 
cover both money laundering and terrorist financing. They are conducted 
according to the new comprehensive global methodology agreed with the FATF, 
IMF and World Bank. 

 
In order to follow-up evolution in this field, the Committee of Ministers also 

launched the revision of the Convention on Laundering, Search, Seizure and 
Confiscation of the Proceeds from Crime. 

 
d) Trafficking in human beings 
 
Combating economic and organised crime also includes combating trafficking 

in human beings, an area which we are following closely. Here, our Committee of 
Ministers entrusted a Committee of Experts with the task of preparing a European 
Convention on action against trafficking in human beings and it is expected that 
the draft Convention will be finalised by the beginning of 2005 in time for the 
Summit of Heads of State and Government of the Council of Europe which will 
take place in Spring 2005.  

 

                                                 
2  Council of Europe member states which are members of MONEYVAL but subsequently become members 
of the FATF can elect to retain full membership of MONEYVAL. 
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Furthermore, the LARA Project, aiming at criminal law reform related to 
trafficking in human beings in South-eastern Europe, has been implemented by 
the Organisation. It provides for the systematic collection and review of existing 
anti-trafficking legislation against European and international standards, that is, 
the Council of Europe’s Recommendation Rec (2000) 11 on trafficking in human 
beings for the purposes of sexual exploitation and the “trafficking protocol” to the 
United Nations Convention on transnational organised crime. Countries were 
subsequently supported through on-line expertise and in-country workshops to 
help them reform their legislation.  

 
2. Cybercrime 
 
Obviously, it is not possible to combat economic and organised crime without 

taking into consideration the rapid growth of the new information technologies 
and their use for criminal purposes.  

 
Therefore, the Council of Europe adopted the Convention on Cybercrime and 

its Additional Protocol.  The latter contains, among others, a definition of racist or 
xenophobic material and provides for the criminalisation of acts of a racist or 
xenophobic nature committed through computer networks, including, for 
example, the advertising and distribution of such material through computer 
networks.  

 
This is an area on which the Council of Europe and the OAS co-operate 

closely and I should like to stress the importance of pursuing this work. The 
Council of Europe Convention is indeed the first internationally binding 
instrument of its kind, open to non-member States. 

 
I read with great interest and appreciation the conclusions and 

recommendations of the 5th meeting of the Ministers of Justice or of Ministers or 
Attorney Generals of the Americas, organised by the OAS in Washington, D.C. 
on 28-30 April 2004. Let me take this opportunity to warmly welcome the 
recommendation for member states of the OAS to implement the principles of the 
Council of Europe Convention on Cybercrime and consider the possibility of 
acceding to it. No other crime like cybercrime is a global threat which requires a 
global response. The Convention on Cybercrime could be the basis for such a 
response; it is a treaty open to all the states in the world and we hope that as many 
states as possible will join this global instrument, which has already been in force 
since 1 July 2004 and signed by 5 non-member States (Canada, Mexico, Japan, 
USA, South Africa). 

 
Recognising the very good co-operation between the OAS and the Council of 

Europe on cybercrime-related issues and wishing to see as many OAS States as 
possible acceding to the Convention on cybercrime, we have decided to invite the 
OAS and all its member states to a major Cybercrime Conference that the Council 
of Europe is organising in Strasbourg on 15-17 September 2004. Participants are 
expected to come from all of our 45 member states, as well as from Canada, 
Japan, Mexico, the USA and a number of Asian countries. Leading 
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representatives of the private sector are going to be there too, as the fight against 
cybercrime requires a close private-public partnership. The aims of the 
Conference are:  

 
1. To encourage wide and rapid ratification of and/or accession to the 

Cybercrime Convention and its Protocol. 
 
2. To involve leading chief executives with a professional interest in “e-

matters” in the global fight against cybercrime, and encourage public-private 
partnership in this area. 

 
3. To draw the attention, at the highest political level, to the fact that the 

fight against cybercrime (including cyber-terrorism) should be strengthened, as 
societies (largely “computer-dependent”) are increasingly vulnerable to cyber-
attacks. 

 
4. To ensure effective implementation of the Cybercrime Convention. 
 
We do hope that as many representatives as possible from the OAS and its 

member states will be present at this Conference. An invitation letter has been 
addressed to that effect to the OAS Secretariat and - through it - to all OAS States. 

 
3. Terrorism 
 
From the outset, let me refer to our European Convention on the Suppression 

of Terrorism of 1977 and most recently to its Amending Protocol adopted and 
open to signature in 2003. Once it will enter into force, the Protocol will in fact 
open up the mother convention to the participation of non-member States who 
will be able to join the European states in this struggle.  Its signature by some 40 
member states is an example of the success of the legislative activities of the 
Council of Europe. 

 
Indeed, the rule of law and citizen’s security also require a democratic answer 

to the threat of terrorism. The efforts of Council of Europe to strengthen legal 
action against terrorism are based on the fundamental principle that it is possible 
and necessary to fight terrorism while respecting human rights, fundamental 
freedoms and the rule of law.3  

 
The Council of Europe identified 6 priority action areas, namely: research on 

the concepts of “apologie du terrorisme” and “incitement to terrorism”; special 
investigation techniques; protection of witnesses and collaborators of justice; 
international co-operation on law enforcement; action to cut terrorists off from 
funding sources; and questions of identity documents which arise in connection 
with terrorism. Activities in the six priority areas are currently being implemented 

                                                 
3  These efforts are implemented in the spirit of the Parliamentary Assembly’s Recommendation Res. 1550 
(2002) and Resolution Res. 1271 (2002) on Combating terrorism and respect for human rights and of the 
Guidelines on Human Rights and the Fight Against Terrorism adopted by the Committee of Ministers. 



G. DE VEL  

  
278 

with a view to the possible elaboration of instruments or to the evaluation of 
existing measures.  

 
The CODEXTER, a governmental committee of experts, is in charge of co-

ordinating and supervising the Council of Europe’s contribution to the fight 
against terrorism in the legal field and, in particular, the implementation of the 
priority activities.  

 
It has endorsed the preparation of international instruments on the protection 

of witnesses and collaborators of justice and on special investigation techniques, 
and has conducted research on the concepts of “apologie du terrorisme” and 
“incitement to terrorism”, with a view to the preparation of an international 
instrument in this area. In addition, the CODEXTER proposed to the Committee 
of Ministers ways to better protect, support and compensate victims of terrorist 
acts and has started to conduct country surveys on counter-terrorism capacity.  

 
This Committee has also considered the added value of a possible Council of 

Europe comprehensive convention on terrorism and has been called upon to 
elaborate one or more specific scope instruments to deal with existing lacunae in 
international law or action on the fight against terrorism. 

 
Furthermore, co-operation activities have been set up in a number of states 

(Croatia, Hungary, Lithuania, Moldova, and the Russian Federation), often in co-
ordination with other international organisations (UN), to provide assistance with 
improving the counter-terrorism capacity of member states or of particular 
regions. 

 
Another area where the Council of Europe has been pioneer is that of 

bioethics. 
 
4. Bioethics 
 
In this area, the Council of Europe’s aim is to protect the individual’s dignity 

and basic rights from the dangers to which ordinary medicine or new medical 
techniques (genetics, medically assisted procreation, etc.) may expose them.   

 
Our work in this area culminated in the Convention on human rights and 

biomedicine - the first international agreement on this question – to which 
Protocols on a number of specific questions have since been added.  

 
An Additional Protocol on the Prohibition of Cloning Human Beings came 

into force in 2001 and is the only binding legal instrument on the subject. A 
Protocol on organ transplantation was opened for signature in January 2002.  

 
Another protocol on biomedical research has been adopted in July by the 

Committee of Ministers. 
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Other protocols - on protection of the human embryo and foetus, human 
genetics - are being prepared.  

 
Moreover, the Council of Europe convenes the European Conference of 

National Ethics Committees (COMETH) at regular intervals and supports it 
member states to set up and support ethics committees on biomedical research. 

 
Co-operation with the european union 

 
Our co-operation with the 25 members of the European Union should be 

noted. It concerns, in particular, the “justice and internal affairs” field where there 
is an ongoing dialogue between the Directorate General of Legal Affairs and the 
EU Commission and Council departments responsible for “justice and home 
affairs”. There has also been dialogue in this area with successive EU 
Presidencies. In this context, the Council of Europe co-operates in particular with 
the European Commission on the European Judicial Network in civil and 
commercial matters and has launched with the European Commission the 
“European Day of Justice”, which takes place each year in the last week of 
October. It should also be noted that the Council of Europe and the European 
Commission run a number of “joint programmes” under the co-operation 
activities to strengthen the Rule of Law. 

 
In this connection, it should be pointed out that close to 30 Council of Europe 

Conventions have now been incorporated into the EU system and that they 
frequently act as a springboard to EU membership. Therefore, our Directorate 
General has started to organise working meetings for politicians and senior civil 
servants from the ministries concerned with Council of Europe instruments, 
which are regarded as forming part of the EU’s acquis. 

 
At this juncture I should also mention our excellent co-operation with 

regional and international organisations such as the OAS, the OSCE, the UN, the 
OECD, the World Bank and the IMF. 

 
Conclusion 

 
In its fifty year existence, the Council of Europe has produced an important 

wealth of international standards stemming from the very values for which the 
Organisation stands: Democracy, the Rule of Law and Human Rights. 

 
More than ever, we have come to realise that the dangers we face are 

international, as indeed are the challenges we face in keeping up with the pace of 
technological development. 

 
Only through the respect for human dignity and the inherent values, rights and 

freedoms that that dignity entails can we successfully secure development; for it is 
not only possible but also necessary to reconcile the economy with the human 
being at the service of which it functions. 



G. DE VEL  

  
280 

 
If we fail to do so, we will fail to acknowledge what is truly important. 
 
For the last fifty years the Council of Europe has shown the way and will 

continue to do so in a spirit of openness to other parts of the world. 
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Appendix 
 

European Treaty Series 
 

(http://conventions.coe.int) 
 

No. Title Opening Entry into 
force 

001  Statute of the Council of Europe  5/5/1949 3/8/1949  

002  General Agreement on Privileges and 
Immunities of the Council of Europe  2/9/1949 10/9/1952  

005  Convention for the Protection of Human Rights 
and Fundamental Freedoms  4/11/1950 3/9/1953  

009  Protocol to the Convention for the Protection of 
Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms  20/3/1952 18/5/1954  

010  Protocol to the General Agreement on Privileges 
and Immunities of the Council of Europe  6/11/1952 11/7/1956  

012  
European Interim Agreement on Social Security 
Schemes Relating to Old Age, Invalidity and 
Survivors  

11/12/1953 1/7/1954  

012A 
Protocol to the European Interim Agreement on 
Social Security Schemes Relating to Old Age, 
Invalidity and Survivors  

11/12/1953 1/10/1954  

013  
European Interim Agreement on Social Security 
other than Schemes for Old Age, Invalidity and 
Survivors  

11/12/1953 1/7/1954  

013A 
Protocol to the European Interim Agreement on 
Social Security other than Schemes for Old Age, 
Invalidity and Survivors  

11/12/1953 1/10/1954  

014  European Convention on Social and Medical 
Assistance  11/12/1953 1/7/1954  

014A Protocol to the European Convention on Social 
and Medical Assistance  11/12/1953 1/7/1954  

015  European Convention on the Equivalence of 
Diplomas leading to Admission to Universities  11/12/1953 20/4/1954  

016  European Convention relating to the Formalities 
required for Patent Applications  11/12/1953 1/6/1955  

017  European Convention on the International 
Classification of Patents for Inventions  19/12/1954 1/8/1955  

018  European Cultural Convention  19/12/1954 5/5/1955  
019  European Convention on Establishment  13/12/1955 23/2/1965  
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020  
Agreement on the Exchange of War Cripples 
between Member Countries of the Council of 
Europe with a view to Medical Treatment  

13/12/1955 1/1/1956  

021  European Convention on the Equivalence of 
Periods of University Study  15/12/1956 18/9/1957  

022  
Second Protocol to the General Agreement on 
Privileges and Immunities of the Council of 
Europe  

15/12/1956 15/12/1956 

023  European Convention for the Peaceful 
Settlement of Disputes  29/4/1957 30/4/1958  

024  European Convention on Extradition  13/12/1957 18/4/1960  

025  
European Agreement on Regulations governing 
the Movement of Persons between Member 
States of the Council of Europe  

13/12/1957 1/1/1958  

026  European Agreement on the Exchange of 
Therapeutic Substances of Human Origin  15/12/1958 1/1/1959  

027  European Agreement concerning Programme 
Exchanges by means of Television Films  15/12/1958 1/7/1961  

028  
Third Protocol to the General Agreement on 
Privileges and Immunities of the Council of 
Europe  

6/3/1959 15/3/1963  

029  
European Convention on Compulsory Insurance 
against Civil Liability in respect of Motor 
Vehicles  

20/4/1959 22/9/1969  

030  European Convention on Mutual Assistance in 
Criminal Matters  20/4/1959 12/6/1962  

031  European Agreement on the Abolition of Visas 
for Refugees  20/4/1959 4/9/1960  

032  European Convention on the Academic 
Recognition of University Qualifications  14/12/1959 27/11/1961 

033  

Agreement on the Temporary Importation, free 
of duty, of Medical, Surgical and Laboratory 
Equipment for use on free loan in Hospitals and 
other Medical Institutions for purposes of 
Diagnosis or Treatment  

28/4/1960 29/7/1960  

034  European Agreement on the Protection of 
Television Broadcasts  22/6/1960 1/7/1961  

035  European Social Charter  18/10/1961 26/2/1965  

036  
Fourth Protocol to the General Agreement on 
Privileges and Immunities of the Council of 
Europe  

16/12/1961 16/12/1961 
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037  
European Agreement on Travel by Young 
Persons on Collective Passports between the 
Member Countries of the Council of Europe  

16/12/1961 17/1/1962  

038  
European Agreement on Mutual Assistance in 
the matter of Special Medical Treatments and 
Climatic Facilities  

14/5/1962 15/6/1962  

039  European Agreement on the Exchanges of 
Blood-Grouping Reagents  14/5/1962 14/10/1962 

040  

Agreement between the Member States of the 
Council of Europe on the issue to Military and 
Civilian War-Disabled of an International Book 
of Vouchers for the repair of Prosthetic and 
Orthopaedic Appliances  

17/12/1962 27/12/1963 

041  Convention on the Liability of Hotel-keepers 
concerning the Property of their Guests  17/12/1962 15/2/1967  

042  
Agreement relating to Application of the 
European Convention on International 
Commercial Arbitration  

17/12/1962 25/1/1965  

043  
Convention on the Reduction of Cases of 
Multiple Nationality and on Military Obligations 
in Cases of Multiple Nationality  

6/5/1963 28/3/1968  

044  

Protocol No. 2 to the Convention for the 
Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental 
Freedoms, conferring upon the European Court 
of Human Rights competence to give advisory 
opinions  

6/5/1963 21/9/1970  

045  

Protocol No. 3 to the Convention for the 
Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental 
Freedoms, amending Articles 29, 30 and 34 of 
the Convention  

6/5/1963 21/9/1970  

046  

Protocol No. 4 to the Convention for the 
Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental 
Freedoms, securing certain rights and freedoms 
other than those already included in the 
Convention and in the first Protocol thereto  

16/9/1963 2/5/1968  

047  Convention on the Unification of Certain Points 
of Substantive Law on Patents for Invention  27/11/1963 1/8/1980  

048  European Code of Social Security  16/4/1964 17/3/1968  

048A Protocol to the European Code of Social 
Security  16/4/1964 17/3/1968  

049  
Protocol to the European Convention on the 
Equivalence of Diplomas leading to Admission 
to Universities  

3/6/1964 4/7/1964  
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050  Convention on the Elaboration of a European 
Pharmacopoeia  22/7/1964 8/5/1974  

051  
European Convention on the Supervision of 
Conditionally Sentenced or Conditionally 
Released Offenders  

30/11/1964 22/8/1975  

052  European Convention on the Punishment of 
Road Traffic Offences  30/11/1964 18/7/1972  

053  
European Agreement for the Prevention of 
Broadcasts transmitted from Stations outside 
National Territories  

22/1/1965 19/10/1967 

054  Protocol to the European Agreement on the 
Protection of Television Broadcasts  22/1/1965 24/3/1965  

055  

Protocol No. 5 to the Convention for the 
Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental 
Freedoms, amending Articles 22 and 40 of the 
Convention  

20/1/1966 20/12/1971 

056  European Convention providing a Uniform Law 
on Arbitration  20/1/1966   

057  European Convention on Establishment of 
Companies  20/1/1966   

058  European Convention on the Adoption of 
Children  24/4/1967 26/4/1968  

059  European Agreement on the Instruction and 
Education of Nurses  25/10/1967 7/8/1969  

060  European Convention on Foreign Money 
Liabilities  11/12/1967   

061  European Convention on Consular Functions  11/12/1967   

061A 
Protocol to the European Convention on 
Consular Functions concerning the Protection of 
Refugees  

11/12/1967   

061B 
Protocol to the European Convention on 
Consular Functions relating to Consular 
Functions in respect of Civil Aircraft  

11/12/1967   

062  European Convention on Information on 
Foreign Law  7/6/1968 17/12/1969 

063  
European Convention on the Abolition of 
Legalisation of Documents executed by 
Diplomatic Agents or Consular Officers  

7/6/1968 14/8/1970  

064  
European Agreement on the Restriction of the 
Use of certain Detergents in Washing and 
Cleaning Products  

16/9/1968 16/2/1971  
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065  European Convention for the Protection of 
Animals during International Transport  13/12/1968 20/2/1971  

066  European Convention on the Protection of the 
Archaeological Heritage  6/5/1969 20/11/1970 

067  
European Agreement relating to Persons 
participating in Proceedings of the European 
Commission and Court of Human Rights  

6/5/1969 17/4/1971  

068  European Agreement on Au Pair Placement  24/11/1969 30/5/1971  

069  European Agreement on continued Payment of 
Scholarships to students studying abroad  12/12/1969 2/10/1971  

070  European Convention on the International 
Validity of Criminal Judgments  28/5/1970 26/7/1974  

071  European Convention on the Repatriation of 
Minors  28/5/1970   

072  Convention relating to Stops on Bearer 
Securities in International Circulation  28/5/1970 11/2/1979  

073  European Convention on the Transfer of 
Proceedings in Criminal Matters  15/5/1972 30/3/1978  

074  European Convention on State Immunity  16/5/1972 11/6/1976  

074A Additional Protocol to the European Convention 
on State Immunity  16/5/1972 22/5/1985  

075  European Convention on the Place of Payment 
of Money Liabilities  16/5/1972   

076  European Convention on the Calculation of 
Time-Limits  16/5/1972 28/4/1983  

077  Convention on the Establishment of a Scheme of 
Registration of Wills  16/5/1972 20/3/1976  

078  European Convention on Social Security  14/12/1972 1/3/1977  

078A Supplementary Agreement for the Application 
of the European Convention on Social Security  14/12/1972 1/3/1977  

079  European Convention on Civil Liability for 
Damage caused by Motor Vehicles  14/5/1973   

080  Agreement on the Transfer of Corpses  26/10/1973 11/11/1975 

081  
Additional Protocol to the Protocol to the 
European Agreement on the Protection of 
Television Broadcasts  

14/1/1974 31/12/1974 

082  
European Convention on the Non-Applicability 
of Statutory Limitation to Crimes against 
Humanity and War Crimes  

25/1/1974 27/6/2003  

083  European Convention on the Social Protection 6/5/1974 17/6/1977  
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of Farmers  

084  European Agreement on the Exchange of 
Tissue-Typing Reagents  17/9/1974 23/4/1977  

085  European Convention on the Legal Status of 
Children born out of Wedlock  15/10/1975 11/8/1978  

086  Additional Protocol to the European Convention 
on Extradition  15/10/1975 20/8/1979  

087  European Convention for the Protection of 
Animals kept for Farming Purposes  10/3/1976 10/9/1978  

088  
European Convention on the International 
Effects of Deprivation of the Right to Drive a 
Motor Vehicle  

3/6/1976 28/4/1983  

089  Additional Protocol to the European Agreement 
on the Exchange of Tissue-Typing Reagents  24/6/1976 23/4/1977  

090  European Convention on the Suppression of 
Terrorism  27/1/1977 4/8/1978  

091  European Convention on Products Liability in 
regard to Personal Injury and Death  27/1/1977   

092  European Agreement on the Transmission of 
Applications for Legal Aid  27/1/1977 28/2/1977  

093  European Convention on the Legal Status of 
Migrant Workers  24/11/1977 1/5/1983  

094  European Convention on the Service Abroad of 
Documents relating to Administrative Matters  24/11/1977 1/11/1982  

095  

Protocol amending the Convention on the 
Reduction of Cases of Multiple Nationality and 
Military Obligations in Cases of Multiple 
Nationality  

24/11/1977 8/9/1978  

096  

Additional Protocol to the Convention on the 
Reduction of Cases of Multiple Nationality and 
Military Obligations in Cases of Multiple 
Nationality  

24/11/1977 17/10/1983 

097  Additional Protocol to the European Convention 
on Information on Foreign Law  15/3/1978 31/8/1979  

098  Second Additional Protocol to the European 
Convention on Extradition  17/3/1978 5/6/1983  

099  Additional Protocol to the European Convention 
on Mutual Assistance in Criminal Matters  17/3/1978 12/4/1982  

100  
European Convention on the Obtaining Abroad 
of Information and Evidence in Administrative 
Matters  

15/3/1978 1/1/1983  
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101  
European Convention on the Control of the 
Acquisition and Possession of Firearms by 
Individuals  

28/6/1978 1/7/1982  

102  European Convention for the Protection of 
Animals for Slaughter  10/5/1979 11/6/1982  

103  
Additional Protocol to the European Convention 
for the Protection of Animals during 
International Transport  

10/5/1979 7/11/1989  

104  Convention on the Conservation of European 
Wildlife and Natural Habitats  19/9/1979 1/6/1982  

105  

European Convention on Recognition and 
Enforcement of Decisions concerning Custody 
of Children and on Restoration of Custody of 
Children  

20/5/1980 1/9/1983  

106  
European Outline Convention on Transfrontier 
Co-operation between Territorial Communities 
or Authorities  

21/5/1980 22/12/1981 

107  European Agreement on Transfer of 
Responsibility for Refugees  16/10/1980 1/12/1980  

108  
Convention for the Protection of Individuals 
with regard to Automatic Processing of Personal 
Data  

28/1/1981 1/10/1985  

109  
Additional Protocol to the European Agreement 
on the Exchange of Therapeutic Substances of 
Human Origin  

1/1/1983 1/1/1985  

110  

Additional Protocol to the Agreement on the 
Temporary Importation, free of duty, of 
Medical, Surgical and Laboratory Equipment for 
Use on free loan in Hospitals and other Medical 
Institutions for Purposes of Diagnosis or 
Treatment  

1/1/1983 1/1/1985  

111  Additional Protocol to the European Agreement 
on the Exchanges of Blood-Grouping Reagents  1/1/1983 1/1/1985  

112  Convention on the Transfer of Sentenced 
Persons  21/3/1983 1/7/1985  

113  
Additional Protocol to the Protocol to the 
European Agreement on the Protection of 
Television Broadcasts  

21/3/1983 1/1/1985  

114  

Protocol No. 6 to the Convention for the 
Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental 
Freedoms concerning the Abolition of the Death 
Penalty  

28/4/1983 1/3/1985  
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115  
Protocol amending the European Agreement on 
the Restriction of the Use of certain Detergents 
in Washing and Cleaning Products  

25/10/1983 1/11/1984  

116  European Convention on the Compensation of 
Victims of Violent Crimes  24/11/1983 1/2/1988  

117  
Protocol No. 7 to the Convention for the 
Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental 
Freedoms  

22/11/1984 1/11/1988  

118  
Protocol No. 8 to the Convention for the 
Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental 
Freedoms  

19/3/1985 1/1/1990  

119  European Convention on Offences relating to 
Cultural Property  23/6/1985   

120  
European Convention on Spectator Violence and 
Misbehaviour at Sports Events and in particular 
at Football Matches  

19/8/1985 1/11/1985  

121  Convention for the Protection of the 
Architectural Heritage of Europe  3/10/1985 1/12/1987  

122  European Charter of Local Self-Government  15/10/1985 1/9/1988  

123  
European Convention for the Protection of 
Vertebrate Animals used for Experimental and 
other Scientific Purposes  

18/3/1986 1/1/1991  

124  
European Convention on the Recognition of the 
Legal Personality of International Non-
Governmental Organisations  

24/4/1986 1/1/1991  

125  European Convention for the Protection of Pet 
Animals  13/11/1987 1/5/1992  

126  
European Convention for the Prevention of 
Torture and Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or 
Punishment  

26/11/1987 1/2/1989  

127  Convention on Mutual Administrative 
Assistance in Tax Matters  25/1/1988 1/4/1995  

128  Additional Protocol to the European Social 
Charter  5/5/1988 4/9/1992  

129  

Arrangement for the Application of the 
European Agreement of 17 October 1980 
concerning the Provision of Medical Care to 
Persons during Temporary Residence  

26/5/1988   

130  Convention on Insider Trading  20/4/1989 1/10/1991  

131  
Third Additional Protocol to the Protocol to the 
European Agreement on the Protection of 
Television Broadcasts  

20/4/1989   
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132  European Convention on Transfrontier 
Television  5/5/1989 1/5/1993  

133  Protocol to the Convention on Insider Trading  11/9/1989 1/10/1991  

134  Protocol to the Convention on the Elaboration of 
a European Pharmacopoeia  16/11/1989 1/11/1992  

135  Anti-Doping Convention  16/11/1989 1/3/1990  

136  European Convention on Certain International 
Aspects of Bankruptcy  5/6/1990   

137  
Fifth Protocol to the General Agreement on 
Privileges and Immunities of the Council of 
Europe  

18/6/1990 1/11/1991  

138  European Convention on the General 
Equivalence of Periods of University Study  6/11/1990 1/1/1991  

139  European Code of Social Security (Revised)  6/11/1990   

140  
Protocol No. 9 to the Convention for the 
Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental 
Freedoms  

6/11/1990 1/10/1994  

141  Convention on Laundering, Search, Seizure and 
Confiscation of the Proceeds from Crime  8/11/1990 1/9/1993  

142  Protocol amending the European Social Charter 21/10/1991   

143  European Convention on the Protection of the 
Archaeological Heritage (Revised)  16/1/1992 25/5/1995  

144  Convention on the Participation of Foreigners in 
Public Life at Local Level  5/2/1992 1/5/1997  

145  
Protocol of Amendment to the European 
Convention for the Protection of Animals kept 
for Farming Purposes  

6/2/1992   

146  
Protocol No. 10 to the Convention for the 
Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental 
Freedoms  

25/3/1992   

147  European Convention on Cinematographic Co-
Production  2/10/1992 1/4/1994  

148  European Charter for Regional or Minority 
Languages  5/11/1992 1/3/1998  

149  

Second Protocol amending the Convention on 
the Reduction of Cases of Multiple Nationality 
and Military Obligations in Cases of Multiple 
Nationality  

2/2/1993 24/3/1995  

150  
Convention on Civil Liability for Damage 
resulting from Activities Dangerous to the 
Environment  

21/6/1993   
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151  
Protocol No. 1 to the European Convention for 
the Prevention of Torture and Inhuman or 
Degrading Treatment or Punishment  

4/11/1993 1/3/2002  

152  
Protocol No. 2 to the European Convention for 
the Prevention of Torture and Inhuman or 
Degrading Treatment or Punishment  

4/11/1993 1/3/2002  

153  

European Convention relating to questions on 
Copyright Law and Neighbouring Rights in the 
Framework of Transfrontier Broadcasting by 
Satellite  

11/5/1994   

154  Protocol to the European Convention on Social 
Security  11/5/1994   

155  

Protocol No. 11 to the Convention for the 
Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental 
Freedoms, restructuring the control machinery 
established thereby  

11/5/1994 1/11/1998  

156  

Agreement on illicit traffic by sea, implementing 
Article 17 of the United Nations Convention 
against illicit traffic in narcotic drugs and 
psychotropic substances  

31/1/1995 1/5/2000  

157  Framework Convention for the Protection of 
National Minorities  1/2/1995 1/2/1998  

158  
Additional Protocol to the European Social 
Charter Providing for a System of Collective 
Complaints  

9/11/1995 1/7/1998  

159  
Additional Protocol to the European Outline 
Convention on Transfrontier Co-operation 
between Territorial Communities or Authorities 

9/11/1995 1/12/1998  

160  European Convention on the Exercise of 
Children's Rights  25/1/1996 1/7/2000  

161  
European Agreement relating to persons 
participating in proceedings of the European 
Court of Human Rights  

5/3/1996 1/1/1999  

162  
Sixth Protocol to the General Agreement on 
Privileges and Immunities of the Council of 
Europe  

5/3/1996 1/11/1998  

163  European Social Charter (revised)  3/5/1996 1/7/1999  

164  

Convention for the protection of Human Rights 
and dignity of the human being with regard to 
the application of biology and medicine: 
Convention on Human Rights and Biomedicine  

4/4/1997 1/12/1999  

165  Convention on the Recognition of Qualifications 11/4/1997 1/2/1999  
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concerning Higher Education in the European 
Region  

166  European Convention on Nationality  6/11/1997 1/3/2000  

167  Additional Protocol to the Convention on the 
Transfer of Sentenced Persons  18/12/1997 1/6/2000  

168  

Additional Protocol to the Convention for the 
Protection of Human Rights and Dignity of the 
Human Being with regard to the Application of 
Biology and Medicine, on the Prohibition of 
Cloning Human Beings  

12/1/1998 1/3/2001  

169  

Protocol No. 2 to the European Outline 
Convention on Transfrontier Co-operation 
between Territorial Communities or Authorities 
concerning interterritorial co-operation  

5/5/1998 1/2/2001  

170  

Protocol of Amendment to the European 
Convention for the Protection of Vertebrate 
Animals used for Experimental and other 
Scientific Purposes  

22/6/1998   

171  Protocol amending the European Convention on 
Transfrontier Television  1/10/1998 1/3/2002  

172  Convention on the Protection of Environment 
through Criminal Law  4/11/1998   

173  Criminal Law Convention on Corruption  27/1/1999 1/7/2002  
174  Civil Law Convention on Corruption  4/11/1999 1/11/2003  

175  
European Convention on the Promotion of a 
Transnational Long-Term Voluntary Service for 
Young People  

11/5/2000   

176  European Landscape Convention  20/10/2000 1/3/2004  

177  
Protocol No. 12 to the Convention for the 
Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental 
Freedoms  

4/11/2000   

178  
European Convention on the Legal Protection of 
Services based on, or consisting of, Conditional 
Access  

24/1/2001 1/7/2003  

179  
Additional Protocol to the European Agreement 
on the Transmission of Applications for Legal 
Aid  

4/10/2001 1/9/2002  

180  
Convention on Information and Legal Co-
operation concerning "Information Society 
Services"  

4/10/2001   

181  Additional Protocol to the Convention for the 
Protection of Individuals with regard to 8/11/2001 1/7/2004  
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Automatic Processing of Personal Data, 
regarding supervisory authorities and 
transborder data flows  

182  
Second Additional Protocol to the European 
Convention on Mutual Assistance in Criminal 
Matters  

8/11/2001 1/2/2004  

183  European Convention for the protection of the 
Audiovisual Heritage  8/11/2001   

184  
Protocol to the European Convention on the 
protection of the Audiovisual Heritage, on the 
protection of Television Productions  

8/11/2001   

185  Convention on Cybercrime  23/11/2001 1/7/2004  

186  

Additional Protocol to the Convention on 
Human Rights and Biomedicine concerning 
Transplantation of Organs and Tissues of 
Human Origin  

24/1/2002   

187  

Protocol No. 13 to the Convention for the 
Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental 
Freedoms, concerning the abolition of the death 
penalty in all circumstances  

3/5/2002 1/7/2003  

188  Additional Protocol to the Anti-Doping 
Convention  12/9/2002 1/4/2004  

189  

Additional Protocol to the Convention on 
cybercrime, concerning the criminalisation of 
acts of a racist and xenophobic nature 
committed through computer systems  

28/1/2003   

190  Protocol amending the European Convention on 
the Suppression of Terrorism  15/5/2003   

191  Additional Protocol to the Criminal Law 
Convention on Corruption  15/5/2003   

192  Convention on Contact concerning Children  15/5/2003   

193  
European Convention for the Protection of 
Animals during International Transport 
(Revised)  

6/11/2003   

194  

Protocol No. 14 to the Convention for the 
Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental 
Freedoms, amending the control system of the 
Convention  

13/5/2004   
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Conventions in the european treaty series ratified by 
member states of the Organisation of American States 

 

  
State Signed Ratified Entered 

into 
force 

062 European Convention on 
Information on Foreign Law  

Costa 
Rica 

Mexico 

 15/3/76 
21/2/03 

16/6/76 
22/5/03 

097 
Additional Protocol to the European 
Convention on Information on 
Foreign Law  

Mexico  21/2/03 22/5/03 

112 Convention on the Transfer of 
Sentenced Persons  

Bolivia 
Canada 
Chile 
Costa 
Rica 

Panama 
USA 

Venezuela

 
21/3/83 

 
 
 

21/3/83

2/3/04 
13/5/85 
30/7/98 
14/4/98  
5/7/99 
11/3/85 
11/6/03 

1/6/04 
1/9/85 
1/11/98 
1/8/98  

1/11/99 
1/7/85 
1/10/03 

127 
Convention on Mutual 
Administrative Assistance in Tax 
Matters  

Canada 
USA 

28/4/04 
28/6/89

 
13/2/91 

 
1/4/95 

135 Anti-Doping Convention  Canada 6/3/96 6/3/96 1/5/96 

165 
Convention on the Recognition of 
Qualifications concerning Higher 
Education in the European Region  

Canada 
USA 

4/11/97 
11/4/97

  

173 Criminal Law Convention on 
Corruption  

Mexico 
USA 

15/5/02 
10/10/00

  

185 Convention on Cybercrime  Canada 
USA 

23/11/01
23/11/01

  

188 Additional Protocol to the Anti-
Doping Convention  

Canada 9/12/02   
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