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Panelists and Moderators 
 

Winston Anderson is a judge of the Caribbean Court of Justice, elevated to the 

Bench of the Caribbean Court of Justice at King’s House, Kingston, Jamaica, on June 

15, 2010 and sworn in by His Excellency the Governor General of Jamaica, Sir Patrick 

Allen.  
 

The Hon. Justice Anderson was appointed general counsel of the Caribbean 

Community (CARICOM) Secretariat on secondment from the University of West 

Indies for 2003-2006. In 2006 he was appointed professor in the Faculty of Law, University of West 

Indies and was called to the Bar of Jamaica in February 2007. Following his return to the Faculty of Law 

in 2006, he was appointed CLIC executive director. In 1988, he completed a course of training at the Inns 

of Court School of Law in London and was called to the Bar of England and Wales, as a Barrister of the 

Honorable Society of Lincoln’s Inn.  
 

The Hon. Justice Anderson He earned a Bachelor of Laws from the University of the West Indies in 1983 

and has a Doctorate in Philosophy from Cambridge University in London, majoring in International and 

Environmental Law.  
 

Edward Bannister has been the Presiding Judge of the Commercial Court at the 

Easter Caribbean Supreme Court since it was first established in the Territory of the 

British Virgin Islands (BVI) in 2009. Before taking up his appointment he practiced as 

a Barrister from Chambers of Geoffrey Vos, QC in Lincoln’s Inn, London.  
 

His Lordship the Hon. Edward Bannister studied at Keble College, Oxford, where he 

earned a B.A. and continued his studies at the Inns of Court School of Law. He was 

called to the Bar in England and Wales in 1974 and in the BVI in 2005. 
 

John Carrington, QC has practiced law for 30 years in the areas of Commercial and Civil Litigation; 

Corporate Insolvency; Banking and Commercial transactions; his last 16 years of practice have been at 

the Bar in the Virgin Islands. He practices generally as an advocate before the High Court, the Court of 

Appeal and has appeared before the Privy Council in civil and commercial matters. He has had conduct 

of matters in several islands of the Eastern Caribbean and as far as Turks and Caicos Islands. 
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He has advised and prepared written briefs for Privy Council matters and has provided 

expert evidence on BVI law in proceedings in foreign courts and served as an Acting 

Justice of Appeal of the Eastern Caribbean Supreme Court. 
 

Mr. Carrington’s qualifications include and LLB from the University of the West Indies, 

an LLM from the University of Hull, and Associate of the Chartered Institute of Bankers 

(ACIB). 
 

Hernán Antonio De León Batista has been serving as a Justice of the First Civil 

Chamber of the Supreme Court of Panama since 2011. He has extensive experience 

within the judiciary body of Panama, having served as a member of the Special 

Commission of consultations for constitutional reforms, and as Presiding Judge of the 

Administrative Tax Tribunal. Justice De León has been Legal Adviser to the Vice-

Minister of Economy, and has practiced in the private sector at the Galindo, Arias & 

López law firm. 
 

In the academic field, he has taught at the Master’s program at the Universidad Católica Santa María La 

Antigua (USMA) and the University of Science and Technology, among other prestigious institutions. He 

has authored books on e-commerce and the liability of the State for administrative failures, among 

others, and has published articles in leading Panamanian newspapers and magazines, such as La Prensa, 

El Panamá América, La Estrella de Panamá and Suplemento Martes Financiero, and Revista Jurídica 

Sapientia. 
 

Justice De León holds degrees in Law and Political Science from the University of Panama, as well as 

Masters’ degrees in Commercial Law and Administration of Justice from the USMA and the Universidad 

Nacional Autónoma de México (UNAM), respectively. He earned a Doctorate in Law (with honors) from 

Universidad Católica Santa María La Antigua (USMA). 
 

Hernando Díaz-Candia is a founding partner at WDA Legal, a Venezuela-based firm 

that provides integrated services in the civil system as well as the Anglo-Saxon 

common law system. He concentrates his practice on arbitration, Corporate and 

Administrative Law, with particular emphasis on joint ventures, government 

transactions, mergers and acquisitions, and antitrust and competition. He represents 

global investors as well as lenders and borrowers in asset-backed financing.  
 

Dr. Diaz-Candia is a member of the roster of arbitrators of the Arbitration Center of the Cámara de 

Caracas, the Centro Empresarial de Conciliación y Arbitraje (CEDCA), and the Inter American Commercial 

Arbitration Commission (IACAC), as well as the American Bar Association and Association of 

International Petroleum Negotiators. He serves as Chair of the Arbitration Committee of the Venezuelan 

AmCham; and has served as arbitrator in numerous cases. He has been highlighted by Latin Lawyer 

magazine, Chambers Global: The World’s Leading Lawyers, The International Who’s Who of Business 

Lawyers, Chambers Latin America, and Latin Lawyer 250. 
 

He has been a professor of law at the Universidad Católica Andrés Bello in Caracas, and has published an 

arbitration book in Spain and Venezuela, as well as several legal articles in Venezuelan and international 

law journals on arbitration, Administrative and Constitutional law. Dr. Diaz-Candia earned a J.D., Cum 

Laude, from the Universidad Católica Andrés Bello; an  LL.M., Fulbright Scholar at  Harvard Law School; 
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and a Science Doctorate Ph.D. from the Universidad Central de Venezuela (2011). 
 

Gilson L. Dipp is a Minister of Brazil’s Superior Tribunal de Justiça, where he has served as Vice-

President, and chaired its Third Session as well as chairing the Penal Code Reform and the 

Jurisprudence Commissions. His extensive experience includes coordinating the first National 

Truth Commission in addition to acting as coordinator-general of the Federal Court and 

Inspector General of the National Council of Justice (CNJ). Before embarking on a distinguished 

career in public service, he practiced in private law in the fields of civil, labor, commercial, 

administrative and criminal law. 
 

Minster Dipp has been a panelist and keynote speaker at countless domestic and international seminars and 

conferences, including the Latin-American Conference on Labor Law (Mexico, 1974); MERCOSUR and Health Plans 

(Chile, 1999); National Center for State Courts (United States, 2000); Legal Aspects of Telecommunications (United 

States, 2000); Legal and Economic Aspects of Energy in Brazil (Brazil, 2002); Organized Crime and Money 

Laundering (Brazil 2003). He was a member of the Brazilian delegation that negotiated a Juridical Cooperation 

Agreement in Criminal Matters with the United Kingdom, has taught Civil Law at the Faculty of Law of the 

Pontificia Universidade Católica do Rio Grande do Sul, and lectures extensively across Brazil on labor law, money 

laundering, organized crime, and anti-corruption. 
 

Minister Gilson Dipp holds a degree in Law and Social Sciences from the Federal University of Rio Grande do Sul, 

Faculty of Law as well as an honorary degree from the Academia Brasileira de Direito Criminal. 
 
 

Gerard Farara, Q.C., is the Senior Partner and Head of Litigation of Farara Kerins, a leading 

commercial and civil law firm which he founded over 30 years ago in the British Virgin Islands, 

providing a range of legal services to local and international clientele, including major 

international banks and financial institutions. He was appointed to the Queen’s Counsel in 

1996.  
 

For the last 30 years Mr. Farara has specialized in heavy civil, insolvency and commercial 

litigation. He has consistently been one of the top tier advocates at the Bar with experience 

before all courts up to the Privy Council in London, and continues to be counsel of choice in heavy commercial 

litigation before the courts of the BVI and other jurisdictions of the Eastern Caribbean Supreme Court. 
 

He has served, from time to time, as an acting judge of the High Court and Court of Appeal of the Eastern 

Caribbean Supreme Court. He was a member of the committee charged with interviewing candidates short-listed 

for appointment as the first judge of the Commercial Court. Mr. Farara is one of the architects of the Virgin Islands 

Constitutional Order and has served in various capacities on many Governmental and statutory Boards, most 

notably as Chairman of the 2003 Constitutional Review Commission and as member of the Constitutional 

Negotiating Team for the BVI.  
 

Peter Foster, QC is the Head of Chambers and Partner of Peter I. Foster & Associates, having 

founded the Firm in 1988. He heads the Firm’s Banking and Securities, Corporate and 

Transactional and Insolvency and Restructuring portfolio and is a consultant on all litigation 

matters undertaken by the Firm. 
 

Mr. Foster specializes in civil and commercial litigation appearing before the High Court, 

Court of Appeal and Privy Council. At present, he is the Speaker of the House of Assembly of 

Saint Lucia and has acted as a High Court Judge in the British Virgin Islands and Anguilla, and as a temporary 

Magistrate in Saint Lucia. Mr. Foster is a former Mayor and Chairman of the Castries City Council, Saint Lucia 

Tourist Board and the Saint Lucia Bureau of Standards. 
 

Mr. Foster is the Chairman of the Caribbean Lincoln’s Inn Alumni Association and Editor of “the Brief”, the 

magazine published by the Saint Lucia Bar Association. He also serves as a Director and Consultant to a number of 
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Boards of Private Companies in Saint Lucia and throughout the Eastern Caribbean. 
 

Mauricio Gomm has over 25 years of experience as a senior-level international attorney, with 

extensive experience with international contracts and resolution of commercial disputes. Dr. 

Gomm coordinates litigation in the U.S., Brazil, and Latin America and has worked in 

conjunction with U.S. counsel on complex litigation and served as counsel and arbitrator 

before major international arbitration providers, such as ICC, ICDR/AAA and IACAC in the field 

of commercial contracts, insurance, agency, distribution, franchising agreements, corporate 

and project finance. 
 

He has served as President of the Brazilian Council for Arbitration and Mediation Institution; 

President of Arbitration and Mediation Committee of the Brazilian Bar Association, Paraná State Division; and 

President of the Arbitration and Mediation Center of the Paraná Chamber of Commerce.  He lectures throughout 

the world, and writes extensively on topics related to international transactions and arbitration for Brazilian, 

American and English journals. 
 

Dr. Gomm Santos earned his J.D. from the Paraná Federal University, School of Law and holds LL.M. degrees from 

the University of London, Queen Mary and Westfield College, and the University of Miami. 
 

Shan Greer is a Caribbean arbitrator, meditator and attorney specializing in Construction and 

Dispute Resolution related legal services. Although based in St Lucia, she represents clients 

throughout the Caribbean including islands such as Trinidad and Tobago, St. Vincent, Antigua 

and Barbados. With experience as a barrister, solicitor, arbitrator, mediator and trainer, she 

has worked with a top 50 law firm in England as well as a leading commercial law firm in St 

Lucia. 
 

She is also an experienced litigator, providing clients with effective representation from pre-

suit negotiations to the appellate process.  
 

Ms. Greer has an extensive non-contentious background having worked as a legal advisor in the negotiation and 

preparation of contractual documents for several large corporate projects, as well as a wealth of experience in 

providing training on a variety of matters and is a certified tutor and course director with the Chartered Institute of 

Arbitrators as well as the Education Director for its Caribbean Branch. 
 

Stuart Kennedy practices as a barrister, arbitrator and mediator in national and international 

disputes from Chambers in London and in the Caribbean and sits as a Deputy District Judge in 

England. Mr. Kennedy is currently sitting as an arbitrator in several disputes in Trinidad, 

Barbados and UK and has been appointed as an arbitrator by the ICC in Paris. He is a qualified 

trainer with the Chartered Institute of Arbitrators and regularly lectures on all forms of 

Alternative Dispute Resolution. He is a member of the London Court of International Arbitration 

(LCIA) and the Conciliator Dispute Board. 
 

Mr. Kennedy is experienced in land, property, construction and engineering disputes having dealt with matters in 

the UK, the Caribbean, the Middle East and the Far East. He has also worked on major international projects, 

including new airports in Athens, Hong Kong and Oslo. 
 

Mr. Kennedy has a First Class Honours Degree in Law and is qualified as a Chartered Arbitrator, Chartered Surveyor 

and Barrister in England and in St Vincent and the Grenadines.  
 

Christopher P. Malcolm is admitted to practice in Jamaica, the Virgin Islands, Dominica, and St. Lucia and has been 

Head, Legal Unit, Organisation of Eastern Caribbean States. His practitioner and academic interests include 

Regional Integration and Economic Development, Banking and Financial Law, Arbitration and ADR, Corporate and 

Commercial Law. 
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He has published several peer reviewed and other journal articles as well as book chapters, 

and is co-author of the forthcoming book - Commercial Arbitration in the Commonwealth 

Caribbean: Law, Practice, and Economic Development. Dr. Malcolm has also presented at 

many local, regional, and international conferences, the most recent including the 2011 

Commonwealth Lawyers Conference in Hyderabad, India, the 2013 Cambridge Economic 

Crimes Symposium at Jesus College, the 2013 Commonwealth Lawyers Conference in Cape 

Town, South Africa, the 2nd Annual Arbitration & Investment Forum in Nassau, Bahamas, January 2014, and the 

2014 Cambridge Economic Crimes Symposium at Jesus College.  
 

Dr. Malcolm is an alumnus of Munro College, the University of the West Indies at Cave Hill, the Norman Manley 

Law School, the Centre for Commercial Law Studies, Queen Mary University London, and also of the UNCTAD 

Virtual Institute in collaboration with the Universities of Barcelona and Chile, where he examined Legal 

Instruments of Economic Law and Regional Integration. 
 

Emilia Onyema is a senior lecturer in International Commercial Law, and Associate Dean 

(Learning and Teaching) of the Faculty of Law and Social Sciences, at the School of Oriental 

and African Studies (SOAS), University of London; a Fellow of the Chartered Institute of 

Arbitrators and Committee Member of the London branch; and a Fellow of the Higher 

Education Academy.  
 

Dr. Onyema’s teaching and research covers international sales law, law and development in 

Africa and international commercial arbitration. She was formerly a Research Fellow at the 

School of International Arbitration, Queen Mary University of London, and the Alternate Tribunal Secretary of the 

Commonwealth Secretariat Arbitral Tribunal in London. She is qualified to practice law in Nigeria and is (np) 

solicitor in England & Wales. She advises companies in these fields.  
 

Dr. Onyema is the author of the Chartered Institute’s workbook on Introduction to International Commercial 

Arbitration and her book, International Commercial Arbitration and the Arbitrator’s Contract was published in 

February 2010 by Routledge & Cavendish. Her most recent publication, “Regional arbitration institution for 

ECOWAS: lessons from OHADA Common Court of Justice and Arbitration” will be published in (2014) Issue 5 of the 

International Arbitration Law Review. She holds a PhD in international commercial arbitration. 
 

Irma Rivera, currently a visiting attorney at the New York Office of Herbert Smith Freehills LLP, is 

a partner at Brigard & Urrutia Abogados in Bogota, Colombia, which she joined on January, 1998. 

In almost 20 years of practice, she has served as counsel to national and foreign clients in 

complex litigation before the ordinary jurisdiction and Arbitration tribunals. She has been 

appointed Arbitrator and Secretary in multiple opportunities in Arbitration proceedings followed 

before the Arbitration and Conciliation Center of the Chamber of Commerce of Bogotá, where 

she is listed in the “A” list of Arbitrators.  
 

In academia, Ms. Rivera has been a professor of graduate programs on domestic and international arbitration at 

the Sergio Arboleda University Law School. She is a member to the Arbitration Club of Spain, the Colombian 

Arbitration Committee, the Latin American Arbitration Association and is isted as Arbitrator by the Asociación de 

Exmagistrados de las Altas Cortes-Asomagíster (Former High Court Justices Association). Mrs. Rivera has been 

singled out by Chambers and Partners’ Best Lawyers and again recently in the first Latin American edition of Legal 

500.  
 

Irma Rivera graduated from the Sergio Arboleda University Law School and the graduate program on Alternative 

Dispute Resolution, Arbitration and Conciliation from the Colegio Mayor de Nuestra Señora del Rosario University. 
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Constantinos Salonidis is an international associate with the International Litigation and 

Arbitration Practice at Foley Hoag, LLP in Washington, D.C. His practice focuses on 

international dispute resolution, especially in cases involving the representation of sovereign 

clients before arbitration panels administered under the ICSID, UNCITRAL and ICC Arbitration 

Rules and before the International Court of Justice, and advice on a wide range of public 

international law issues, including foreign investment protection, land and boundary 

delimitation and international human rights. 
 

Before joining Foley Hoag, Dr. Salonidis worked in the Center for Research and Planning of the Greek Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs. He also worked as a Research Fellow in the Center for International and Constitutional Institutions 

of the Academy of Athens, where he provided legal advice to the Greek Ministry of Foreign Affairs and other 

governmental departments on issues of EU regulation, such as border security control, protection of the marine 

environment and maritime policy, and questions of public international law, such as title to territory and maritime 

boundary delimitation and state succession. 
 

Dr. Salonidis obtained a Bachelor’s in Law (2001), Master of Laws in Public International Law (2005), and his Ph.D. 

(2010), from the Democritus University of Thrace School of Law. He earned an LL.M. in International Legal Studies 

from Georgetown Law Center in 2010, and was awarded the prestigious Diploma in Public International Law of the 

Hague Academy of International Law. 
 

Dawn J. Smith is General Counsel of the British Virgin Islands Financial Services Commission 

and a member of the Focus Group established to develop new arbitration legislation for the 

BVI. 
 

A barrister of the Eastern Caribbean Supreme Court (British Virgin Islands) since 1997, Dawn 

was in private practice with a focus on commercial litigation until she joined the Commission 

in January 2013. She also spent a number of years (2006-2009) as the BVI’s representative in 

Europe based in London. 
 

Ms. Smith is a Fellow of the Chartered Institute of Arbitrators. She is a founding member and currently serves as 

Chairperson of the BVI Chapter and as a member of the Executive Committee of the Caribbean Branch of the 

Chartered Institute of Arbitrators. She is also a solicitor of England and Wales (non-practicing) and a member of 

the BVI Bar Association. 
 

María Elsa Uzal is a judge at Argentina’s National Commercial Court of Appeals (Cámara 

Nacional de Apelaciones en lo Comercial), having served previously as national judge of 

first instance in commercial matters. She was invited to contribute to the Draft Law to 

Reform, Modernize, and Unify the Nation’s Civil and Commercial Codes.  
 

Dr. Uzal has participated in many national and international conferences and meetings, 

including the Hague Conference on International Private Law and has authored and 

contributed many books on commercial matters and economic and legal integration, including Solución de 

Controversias en el Comercio Internacional  (Editorial Ad - Hoc. Buenos Aires. l992). 
 

She has been a professor of private international law at the Universidad del Salvador, the Universidad Católica 

Argentina, and the National University of Buenos Aires, among others.  She is a member of the Instituto de 

Derecho Empresarial, the International Judicial Academy, and has chaired the Argentine Association of 

International Law (AADI). 
 

Dr. María Elsa Uzal graduated with honors from the Universidad del Salvador and earned her doctorate from the 

Universidad Nacional de Buenos Aires. She has also conducted studies at Harvard University Law School; the 

Universidad de Salamanca; and the Woodrow Wilson Center and the Federal Judicial Center (Washington. D.C.). 
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The JEI Team 
 

Louise Esther Blenman is a Justice of the Appeal Court – Eastern Caribbean Supreme Court 

(ECSC), having served nine years as High Court judge in the ECSC. In 2000, she was appointed as 

the Solicitor General of St Lucia, a position which she held until her elevation as High Court Judge 

in 2003. She has also served as a judge in Saint Vincent and the Grenadines; the Commonwealth 

of Dominica, Antigua and Barbuda and Anguilla.  
 

Her Ladyship Justice Blenman was appointed as the Chairman of the Judicial Education Institute 

(JEI) of the ECSC in January 2010, a position which she still holds. She has also held a number of 

senior legal positions in Guyana, including Magistrate and Deputy Solicitor General in the Attorney General's 

Chambers, and arbitrator on the Public Utilities Arbitration Tribunal. She is called to the Bars of Guyana, Saint Lucia 

and Saint Vincent and the Grenadines. 
 

Justice Blenman’s vast experience includes private practice in the Chambers of Mr. Rex Mc Kay SC, as well as 

significant academic work as a professor of Private International Law, Public International Law and the Law of Torts 

at the University of Guyana.  
 

Her Ladyship graduated from the University of West Indies (Cave Hill, Barbados) with a Bachelor of Laws Degree 

(LL.B) (Upper Second Class Honours), obtained the Certificate of Legal Education from the Hugh Wooding Law 

School, in Trinidad and earned a Masters of Law (LL.M) (with Merit) from the University of London.  

 

Alana Simmons is a trained mediator and currently holds the post of Programme Coordinator 

of the Judicial Education Institute (JEI) of the Eastern Caribbean Supreme Court (ECSC), a post 

she has held for the past 12 years. 
 

Ms. Simmons holds a Bachelor’s of Arts Degree in Economics and International Development 

Studies from Saint Mary’s University in Nova Scotia, Canada as well as a Master’s Certificate 

in Project Management.   
  

 

The OAS Team 
 
 

Dante Negro is the Director of the Department of International Law of the OAS, having served 

and in the Secretariat of Legal Affairs (SLA) for nearly two decades. During his tenure at the 

SLA, he has advised the Secretary General in the search for solutions to border conflicts, as well 

as in the processes for democratic development. 
 

Dr. Negro has written several articles and materials regarding international law, especially 

focusing on the role and evolution of the Inter-American judicial system; the scope and content 

of the diverse Inter-American treaties; the Summits of the Americas, humanitarian 

international law and human rights. In addition, Dr. Negro has participated as an active panelist in numerous 

workshops, training seminars and high-level conferences, both within and outside of Latin America.  
 

Dr. Negro is a professor in the Master’s program in International Protection of Human Rights at the Universidad de 

Alcalá, in Spain and is frequently invited to lecture in universities across the region.  
 

He earned his law degree at the Pontificia Universidad Católica del Perú, where he has also completed post-

graduate studies in International Economy Law. In addition, he earned his Master of Laws degree in International 

Law and Human Rights from the University of Notre Dame in the United States. 
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Magaly McLean is the Senior Legal Officer at the Department of International Law. Throughout 

her nearly twenty years of service to the Organization, she has advised the Inter-American 

Commission of Women (CIM) and the Working Group on Probity and Ethics, which led to the 

world’s first international convention on corruption. She contributed to the design and 

definition of the legal structure for the Follow-up Mechanism for the Implementation of the 

Inter-American Convention against Corruption and prepared the first reports on its member 

states.  
 

Dr. McLean has organized and participated in various seminars and conferences on topics related to the Inter-

American System, access to justice, and international humanitarian law. She currently acts as program coordinator 

of programs related to access to public information, protection of personal data, and international commercial 

arbitration. 
 

Dr. Magaly McLean earned her Bachelors of Law from the Universidad de Costa Rica, and continued her studies in 

International Law at Louisiana State University (LSU). She earned her Master’s in International Law from American 

University in Washington D.C. 
 

Jaime Moreno-Valle joined the Department of International Law in 2013 to support projects 

related to arbitration and access to public information. He previously served for 5 years in the 

OAS’ Department of International Affairs, focusing on institutional relations with other 

multilateral organizations, such as the United Nations and its agencies.  
 

Prior to joining the Organization, he worked as a legal consultant in the private sector in 

international firms such as Baker and McKenzie and Arthur Andersen, where he advised domestic and 

international clients in corporate law, foreign investment, commercial contracts and telecommunications.  
 

Mr. Moreno-Valle earned his law degree at the Universidad Iberoamericana in Mexico City and obtained an LL.M at 

the Georgetown University Law Center. He is licensed to practice law in Mexico and was admitted to the New York 

Bar in 2007. 
 

Martha Ramos provides administrative and logistical support to the Director of the Department 

of International Law, in addition to being a Notary Public. Since 1999, she has provided logistical, 

administrative, paralegal and secretarial support to the attorneys and activities of the 

Department, including on-site assistance in many seminars and workshops across the region. Ms. 

Ramos has also served as part of the support team for the OAS General Assembly on many 

occasions.  
 

Prior to joining the OAS, Ms. Ramos spent 13 years serving in the Secretariat of Economic Investigations at the 

Banco de la República de Colombia. She trained as an Executive Assistant at the Sena in Bogotá Colombia, and 

conducted studies in Toursim Admsinistration at the Escuela Superior Profesional INPAHU de Colombia, where she 

was certified as a paralegal. 
 

María Elena Cruz joined the OAS in 2001 as an accounting technician in the Department of 

Financial Services, Secretariat for Administration and Finance, supporting the technical areas of 

the General Secretariat. After eight years in that position, she became a part of the Executive 

Office of the Secretary for Legal Affairs, providing administrative and financial support to all 

areas of the Secretariat. 
 

Prior to joining the OAS, Ms. Cruz worked in the retail industry, providing financial and administrative support at 

points of sale.  

 


