2
[image: image1.png]


[image: image2.png]\7 5





FIRST MEETING OF THE WORKING GROUPS
OEA/Ser.L/XIX.VI.1
OF THE XVII INTER-AMERICAN CONFERENCE
CIMT-17/GT1-GT2/doc.9/12

OF MINISTERS OF LABOR (IACML)
4 October 2012

October 9-11, 2012
Original: Spanish

Washington, D.C.

PROPOSAL FOR RIAL WORKSHOP ON:
CHILD LABOR
“Moving toward better HORIZONS for children and adolescents of the americas without child labor and with education, health, and social inclusion”

San Salvador, December 6 and 7, 2012
Introduction:
The XVII Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor (IACML) held in San Salvador, El Salvador in 2011 had as a cornerstone of discussion the issue of child labor, placing it at the center of the hemispheric labor agenda. 
In the Declaration of San Salvador adopted on that occasion the Ministers of Labor devoted a section to this subject, entitled “The scourge of child labor: an obstacle to the integral development of societies.”
In that Declaration, the labor authorities of the Hemisphere recognized the importance of eradicating child labor in moving toward better opportunities for social progress and the integral development of children and adolescents, highlighting their political commitment to act through multisectoral strategies and actions in which the State has a more active role to ensure compliance with the regulations governing minimum age for admission to employment, labor conditions for young workers, and compulsory schooling. They also expressed a commitment to strengthening coordination with institutions responsible for childhood and adolescence, focusing their efforts on the prevention and eradication of child labor with the participation of all sectors of society and especially with that of employers and workers through the establishment of joint actions. 
The Declaration also recalls the hemispheric goal of eradicating the worst forms of child labor by 2020, and the importance of the participation of the region’s Ministries of Labor at the Third Global Child Labor Conference, to be held in October 2013 in Brasilia, Brazil, in which the theme “Strategies to accelerate the pace of eliminating the worst forms of child labor” will be addressed. 
The international community has further established the goal of eliminating the worst forms of child labor by 2016, and at the last Global Child Labor Conference, held in the Hague in 2010, established a roadmap to achieve that goal. Progress will be reviewed at the Global Conference to be held in Brazil in 2013. Also to be taken into consideration are the results and commitments expressed by labor authorities in other subregional meetings on child labor, as in the one held in Panama City in August 2012, in which the Ministers of Labor of Central America, Belize, Panama, and the Dominican Republic reiterated their willingness to work together to promote the implementation of National and Subregional Roadmaps to declare the region free of child labor.
The last global report on child labor from the International Labor Organization (ILO) found that there are about 215 million children across the world who are victims of child labor, of whom 115 million are involved in its worst forms. The same report notes that in Latin America and the Caribbean there are approximately 14.1 million children working.
Although Latin America and the Caribbean appears to be one of the regions of the world where the most progress is being made in reducing child labor, more needs to be done to further accelerate the pace of work of all the actors involved in this issue in terms of reflecting on and reviewing the impact of activities, methods, and means to combat child labor, and to take into account the mandates which arose from the last meeting of the Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor, contained in the Declaration and Plan of Action of San Salvador and in previous declarations, as the Hemispheric Workshop on Child Labor is developed under the theme: "Moving towards better horizons for children and adolescents in the Americas without child labor and with education, health, and social inclusion."
Objectives:
· Advance and deepen the mandates of the Summits of the Americas and the Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor, especially those contained in the Declaration and Plan of Action of San Salvador, on the prevention and eradication of Child Labor and its worst forms. 
· Promote the exchange of best practices and successful experiences and identify lessons learned and recommendations for the prevention and eradication of child labor and its worst forms among the countries of the region.

· Continue the process of building regional consensus to prepare for participation in the Third Hemispheric Global Child Labor Conference to be held in Brazil in 2013, taking into account the inputs resulting from regional and subregional forums on child labor conducted to date.
· Discuss lessons learned and policy recommendations to promote multi-stakeholder participation in the fight against child labor.

· Analyze and highlight the close relationship between child labor, education, health, and social inclusion.

· Assess obstacles and propose measures to accelerate progress in the prevention and elimination of child labor and its worst forms to bring the region into compliance with the goals of the ILO’s Hemispheric Agenda on Decent Work.
Methodology:
The workshop will comprise 4 Panels, each with its own thematic focus, and will include presentations of programs, strategies, best practices and successful experiences developed by the ministries of labor in the region, the perspectives of workers, employers, presentations from experts and other civil society actors and open space for dialogue.  The Workshop will be highly participatory, so spaces for dialogue will be more ample than the spaces for speakers’ presentations. Each panel will have a moderator to lead the session and report its principal conclusions, lessons

learned and recommendations on each theme at the end of the event. Furthermore, work in subgroups will be done to facilitate the discussion and identification of recommendations and proposals to bring to the Global Conference in Brazil in 2013. Participants will receive a set of Guiding Questions so that they can prepare their speeches for the working sessions in advance.  
Preliminary program (2-day workshop):
DAY 1













	TIME
	ACTIVITY

	8:30-9:00
	Opening: President of the IACML and Authorities of the OAS

	9:00-9:40

	INTRODUCTORY SESSION - CHILD LABOR: INJUSTICE AND OBSTACLE TO THE PROGRESS OF SOCIETY AND THE INTEGRAL DEVELOPMENT OF CHILDREN AND ADOLESCENTS. 
Speakers: 2 representatives of International organizations

	9:40 – 10:00
	Break

	10:00 - 12:30
	PANEL 1: ROLE OF THE STATE IN THE PREVENTION AND ELIMINATION OF CHILD LABOR, successful strategies.
Speakers: 2 or 3 governmental representatives (15 min. each)

Dialogue among participants (1 hour 45 min.)

	12:30-2:00
	Lunch

	2:00-4:30
	PANEL 2: THE IMPORTANCE OF INSTITUTIONAL STRENGTHENING AND COORDINATION FOR THE PREVENTION AND ERADICATION OF CHILD LABOR.

Speakers: 2 or 3 governmental representatives (15 min. each)
Dialogue among participants (1 hour 45 min.)

	4:30-4:45
	Break

	4:45-5:00
	Conclusions and closing of the Journal


DAY 2

	TIME
	ACTIVITY

	8:30-10:30
	PANEL 3: THE ROLE OF EMPLOYERS, WORKERS, AND CIVIL SOCIETY IN THE PREVENTION AND ERADICATION OF CHILD LABOR.
Speakers: 1 representative from CEATAL, 1 representative from COSATE, 1 governmental representative, 1 representative from Civil Society (15 min. each)
Dialogue among participants (1 hour 30 min.)

	10:30-10:45
	Break

	10:45-12:30
	PANEL 4: RECOMMENDATIONS TO ACELERATE THE PACE OF ERADICATION OF CHILD LABOR AND ITS WORST FORMS (PROPOSALS). 
Speakers: 1 representative from the ILO, 1 representative from the OAS, 1 governmental representative (15 min. each)
Dialogue among participants (1 hour)

	12:30-2:00
	Lunch 


	2:00-3:30
	PANEL 4 (continued)
Work in subgroups to identify recommendations and proposals

	3:30-3:45
	Break

	3:45-4:45
	SYNTHESIS – Proposals and approaches to take to the Global Conference in Brazil 2013.
Presented by moderators and spokespersons of the subgroups.

	4:45-5:00
	Closing: President of the IACML and Authorities of the OAS
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