
 

OAS and the International Development Research Centre (IDRC) agree to 

promote sustainable public procurement in the region. 
 

To support the OAS Member States through the Inter-American Network on Government 

Procurement (INGP), the General Secretariat of the OAS and the IDRC signed the agreement of 

“Sustainable Pubic Procurement for a Green Economy” and committed to promote sustainable 

public procurement as one of the key elements of governmental role to strengthen democratic 

governance.  

 

The project aims to work with public administrations of the Americas to help position the public 

procurement as catalytic policy that brings green growth in the region, as well as to produce 

specialized knowledge on sustainable public procurement and strengthen capacities in this area 

for the INGP members and policymakers.  

 

 
 

 

The agreement is built on the agenda that the INGP has developed during the last several years 

through their workshops about sustainable public procurement held in Washington DC in 

2012; Panama City in 2011; San José, Costa Rica in 2010 and Santo Domingo de Heredia, Costa 

Rica in 2008.  

 

There is general consensus about the power of public procurement as a vehicle for the 

implementation of public policies. The fact that the governmental procurements reach an 

average of 15-20% of GDP of the countries in the region, illustrates clearly the magnitude of 

transformative power of this part of public administration. On this basis, it is no surprising that 

the public procurement has gained a relevant position on the political agenda in the region, 

whether from the impulse of transparency initiatives or the support for efficiency plans in public 

administration. 

 

INGP is an initiative of the American countries as a technical and regional cooperation 

mechanism, consisting of the government institutions represented by national directors 

responsible for the regulation, administration and modernization of public procurement; also 

the Organization of American States (OAS), the International Development Research Centre 

(IDRC), and the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB).  

 

It has been catalyst and beneficiary of the consolidation of public procurement on the regional 

agenda, and has become a working place for senior managers of governmental procurement in 



Latin America and the Caribbean. Ben Petrazzini, senior program specialist in the Supporting 

Inclusive Growth Program – IDRC, expressed during the INGP Annual Conference in 2013: “The 

project will put special emphasis on the support that can be provided through a sustainable 

procurement to the participation of small and medium-sized businesses in the public 

procurement market in the region; and without any doubt, will produce empirical knowledge to 

support the design of its policies, as well as the training of human resources capable of leading 

the conception and implementation of the public policies in this field”.  

 

With this regional initiative of technical assistance, training, generation of knowledge and a 

capacity building space of collaboration created by the Network and the participating countries, 

their resources and efforts for the modernization of their national systems of public 

procurement will be strengthened.  

 

INGP Technical Secretariat: Department for Effective Public Management, e-Government 

Program. 

 


