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RESPONSE TO THE QUESTIONNAIRE

RESPONSE TO THE QUESTIONNAIRE OF THE SECOND MULTILATERAL EVALUATION ROUND OF THE MESECVI

(Dominica)

I. LEGISLATION

Question 1:

How has the Convention of Belém do Pará been incorporated in yourCountry’s legislation?  Can it be applied directly or is a specific mechanism for incorporating it into the country’s law necessary?  In the latter case, has that mechanism been utilized? If not, why?

Response to Question1:

Chapter 1 of the Constitution of Commonwealth of Dominica states that:

“Whereas every person in Dominica is entitled to the fundamental rights and freedoms, that is to say, the right, whatever his race, place of origins, political opinions, colour, creed or sex, but subject to respect for the rights and freedoms of others and for the public interest, to each and all of the following, namely – 

(a)
life, liberty, security of the person and the protection of thelaw

(b)
freedom of conscience, of expression and of assembly and association; and

(c)
protection for the privacy of his home and other property and from deprivation of property without compensation”

Furthermore, Chapter 1 section 5 states that: “No person shall be subjected to torture or to inhuman or degrading punishment or other treatment.”

The Convention cannot be applied directly but must be incorporated in Dominica’s laws through legislation.

Other laws which incorporate aspects of the Convention of Belem do Para are:

· The Protection Against Domestic Violence Act No. 22 of 2001

· Offences Against the Person Act of 2003

· Sexual Offences Act 

The Protection Against Domestic Violence Act is an act to provide protection in cases involving domestic violence and for matters connected therewith, and incidental thereto.  This act makes provisions for protection orders, occupation orders, tenancy orders, police powers of entry and arrest and enforcement orders.

The Sexual Offences Act deals with sexual offences such as rape, unlawful sexual intercourse or connection, indecent assault, and gross indecency. Part II of this act makes allowances for procuration and abduction.  Provisions are also made for the anonymity of the complainant and the accused.  The Court also has the power to forbid publication of the report.

The Offences Against the Person Act is “an act to provide for the punishment of crimes involving the taking and harming of life, the endangerment of and threat to human life and divers crimes against the safety, liberty and well being of the human person.”

Question 2:

Are there any provisions in your national law that define violence against women, distinguishing it from intra-family, family, or domestic violence and that include as components:

a. Action, failure to act or conduct against women because of their condition as women? 

b. That results in death, injury, or suffering?

c. That said injury or suffering is physical, sexual, or psychological?
d. That the victims are women, girls, and female adolescents? 

e. That this takes place in both the public and the private sphere?

If such a provision exists, kindly provide information about, the dates of its adoption and entry into force, and the text itself.  If not, which measures have been taken to include such provisions in national law?

Response to Question 2:

There are provisions made in our national laws that define violence against women; the Sexual Offences Act 1998 Chapter 10:36 defined violence as “an act relating to sexual crimes, to abduction, procuration and prostitution of women and to kindred offences.”  

“Legislation is not generally specific to sex, it speaks of ‘person’ and not ‘woman’ or ‘man’; as such the law presumes that all are equal before the law and special treatment on the basis of sex may contradict this”

(The following are examples of such laws with specific mention to females/ women/ girls:  

Small Charges Act Chpt.10:39, RLD s12 (1)(b) sets a penalty of $1000 or six months imprisonment for aggravated assault ( i.e use of a weapon) upon a female

Rape, abduction & defilement of Women Chpt.10:31 RLD 1990 part VI S50(1) was repealed and replaced by the Sexual Offences Act No. 1 of 1998
Question 3:

Do your civil and criminal legislation and administrative procedures contain any provisions that prevent, punish and eradicate the following forms of violence:

a. Physical violence?
b. Psychological violence?
c. Sexual violence? 
d. Patrimonial or economic violence?
e. Other types of violence? Please specify: …………….

If yes, kindly provide:

· The information about the dates of its adoption and entry into force, the text itself and the relevant legal articles defining rape.

· Whether the perpetrators include individuals and government agents
· Whether there is any form of reparation for the victims.
Response to Question 3:

The following laws address physical violence, psychological violence, sexual violence and economic violence:

· Protection Against Domestic Violence Act of 2001

· Sexual Offences Act of 1998

· Offences Against the Person Act Chap 10:31, as amended by Act No. 8 of 1992 and No. 1 of 1998

Question 4:

Does the legislation contain provisions on the prevention and punishment of domestic and international trafficking in persons, especially women?  Are those provisions consistent with the Palermo Protocol and is trafficking in persons regulated differently from forced prostitution?

If such a provision exists, kindly provide information about the dates of adoption and entry into force, and the text itself.

If not, which measures have been taken to include such provisions in national law?

Response to Question 4:

Under the Laws of Dominica, prostitution is an illegal offence.  In spite of this, the police are encouraged to protect any identified prostitute from discrimination and harassment of women as stated in the Protection Against Domestic Violence Act of 2001 and the Offence Against the Person Act of 1998.

The Immigration & Passport Act Chpt 18:01- a new section (27b) was inserted in this Act to deal specifically with Human Trafficking defined as ‘Anyone assisting any other person to enter or leave Dominica in an unlawful manner’ any one found guilty in liable to a fine of up to EC $100,000 dollars or seven years imprisonment or both.

Question 5:

Does the legislation contain provisions on the prevention and punishment of forced prostitution? Are these provisions consistent with the Rome Statute, which established the International Criminal Court, and do they address forced prostitution separately from trafficking in persons, especially women?

If such a provision exists, kindly provide information about the date of adoption and entry into force, and the text itself. 

If not, which measures have been taken to include such provisions in national law?

Response to Question 5:

According to the laws of Dominica, prostitution is an illegal practice; however, the Constitution does address discrimination on the basis of place of origin.  In Chapter 1, Section 13 (3) it is stated:

“In this section, the expression “discriminatory” means affording different treatment to different person attributable wholly or mainly to their respective descriptions by sex, race, place of origin, political opinions, colour or creed whereby persons of one such description are subjected to disabilities or restrictions to which persons of another such description are not made subject or are accorded privileges or advantages which are not accorded to persons of another such description.”

The Immigration & Passport Act Chapter 18:01- Section 27(b) deals specifically with Human Trafficking which is defined as ‘Anyone assisting any other person to enter or leave Dominica in an unlawful manner’ any one found guilty in liable to a fine of up to EC $100,000 dollars or seven years imprisonment or both.

There are no legislative provisions which specifically address forced prostitution separately from trafficking in persons.

Question 6:

Is sexual harassment punishable in the following spheres?

a. In the workplace?
b. In health?
c. In education?
d. Anywhere else? Please specify: …………………………
If such a provision exists, kindly provide information about dates of adoption and entry into force, and the text itself, including the type of sanctions. 

If not, which measures have been taken to include it in national law?

Response to Question 6:

Sexual Harassment in any form is not addressed explicitly in law.  On other words, there are no laws dealing with matters of sexual harassment.  However, a worker can seek redress under section 20 of the Protection of Employment Act chapter 89:02 (Act 16 of 1991 repeated section 20 of chapter 89:05 pertaining to vacation and maternity).  

Question 7:

Has sexual violence within marriage and common-law unions been defined as a specific crime? Please indicate whether:
a. Rape within marriage and common-law unions has been criminalized.

b. Other forms of sexual violence within marriage and common-law unions have been criminalized.

If such a provision exists, kindly provide information about the dates of adoption and entry into force, and the text itself. If not, which measures have been taken to include this crime in national law?

Response to Question 7:

Rape within marriage is explicitly stated in law.  Under the Sexual Offences Act Section 3 states that “a husband is guilty of the offence of rape where he has sexual intercourse with his wife without her consent by force, fear or the use of a drug or thing with intent to stupefy or overpower her, where there is in existence in relation to them – 

a) A decree nisi of divorce;

b) A decree of judicial separation

c) A separation agreement; or

d) An order for the husband not to molest his wife or have sexual intercourse with her.”

Section 4 goes on to say that “the provisions of subsection 3 apply mutatis mutandis to a wife who commits the offence of rape.”

Hence, whereas rape within marriage has been criminalized, it is only useful if subsections 3 (a) – (d) exist.  Under the said Act, a husband or wife found guilty of rape is liable on conviction to imprisonment for fourteen (14) years.

Under the Evidence Act a woman is neither a competent or compellable witness against her husband.  In the case of sexual offence by virtue of the Sexual Offences Act No. 1 of 1988 section 29 (1), a woman is allowed to give evidence against her husband in furtherance of a case where an allegation of sexual impropriety is made against a father by his child, as follows:

‘The spouse of a person charged with an offence under this Act may be called as a witness either for the prosecution or the defense without the consent of the person charged; and if so called, notwithstanding any other law to the contrary, is a compellable witness.’

Common law unions are generally not recognized by the law, therefore the result is that family law which aims to protect weaker members of the family and assist parties when relationships breakdown, fail to protect and assist an increasing number of persons particularly women and children. Common law relationships are only recognized under the Social Security Act Chapter 31:01, The Fatal Accident Act and the Protection Against Domestic Violence Act 22 0f 2001.

Question 8:

Is there a provision in your legislation that explicitly bans the use of conciliation, mediation, or any other method that seeks an extrajudicial settlement to violence against women, girls, and female adolescents?  

If such a provision exists, kindly provide information about dates of adoption and entry into force, and the text itself. 

If not, indicate whether substantive or procedural law or jurisprudence provides for any of these methods and which steps have been taken for their repeal

Response to Question 8:

There are no laws which deals explicitly with the use of conciliation, mediation, or any other method that seeks an extra-judicial settlement. However, at present steps are being taken to prosecute perpetrators without the consent of parents of children who were abused.  This has become necessary as some parents accept financial settlement in lieu of legal proceedings.

Question 9:

Are there any provisions that criminalize femicide? In case not, are the elements of femicide considered as aggravating circumstances of homicide?

If such a provision exists, kindly provide information about the dates of adoption and entry into force, and the text itself. 

If not, which measures have been taken to include this in national law?

Response to Question 9:

There are no provisions criminalizing femicide but it is considered as aggravating circumstances of homicide. 

Question 10:

Are there provisions in your national legislation that criminalize violence against women perpetrated by the State?  In this regard, are there provisions in your legislation that:
a. Punish sexual violence in armed conflicts?

b. Punish violence such as torture, war crimes, and crimes against humanity?

c. Punish violence against women committed in hospitals, educational establishments, prisons and other State institutions?

If such a provision exists, kindly provide information about the dates of adoption and entry into force, and the text itself. 

If not, which measures have been taken to include these crimes in national law?

Response to Question 10:

Dominica does not have a history or practice of armed conflict; hence legislation addressing the same does not exist.  In terms of punishment for violence against women committed in hospitals, educational establishments, prisons and other state institutions, the Offences Against the Person Act will be used for any legal action taken.

Question 11:

Are there any provisions to protect sexual and reproductive rights of women? 

a)
Are there provisions that criminalize obstetric violence?

b)
Punish public functionaries who prevent women, girls, and female adolescents from taking proper care of their sexual and reproductive health?
c)
Are there any provisions decriminalizing abortion as a result of rape?

d)
Are there any provisions decriminalizing therapeutic abortion?

e)
Are there any provisions to punish forced sterilization?

f)
Are there any provisions to punish artificial insemination without consent?

g) Are there any provisions that guarantee the free access of women to emergency contraceptives? 

h)
Are there any provisions that guarantee emergency prophylactic care and treatment of HIV and other sexually transmitted diseases especially in cases of sexual violence? 

i)
How do you guarantee the exercise of these rights?

If such a provision exists, kindly provide information about the dates of adoption and entry into force, and the text itself. 

If not, which measures have been taken to include these provisions in national law?

Response to Question 11:

There are provisions made in national laws that allow for protection of sexual and reproductive rights of women. Women have the right to decide freely the number and spacing of their children.  In practice this may be a decision made jointly with their partner or spouse.  Certain religions do not allow women to use contraceptives.

Presently, abortion is considered an illegal practice; however in cases of rape and health issues surrounding the health of the mother, medical decisions are made.  There are no legislation in place to punish forced sterilization or artificial insemination without consent.  In fact, artificial insemination is not performed in Dominica presently.

In terms of provisions for free access of women to emergency contraceptives, this is available at the hospitals.   The hospitals are also equipped with emergency prophylactic care and treatment of HIV and other sexually transmitted diseases in cases of sexual violence.

Question 12:
Are there national awareness campaigns to disseminate information on women’s rights, specifically the Convention of Belem do Para?

Response to Question 12:

· Sharing of data with the Police Dept. Court and Ministry of Legal Affairs and the Legal Aid clinic and also the bar association and others

· Report on Domestic Violence Research circulated to key stakeholders including legal affairs

· Model legislation example on Sexual harassment provided to ministry legal Affairs

· Participated in consultation for OECS Family Law & Domestic Violence Reform

· Current effort for a Uniform data Collection System on Violence against Women and Girls

· Campaign and public awareness on articles contained in the Belem do Para Convention and other related subjects during national observances such  as Day to Reject Violence Against women  and International Women’s Day)

· Sessions are also held at community level and at schools to educate community people especially women and students on the subject on the Belem do Para.

Question 13:

Is there a national Plan/Action/Strategy for the prevention, punishment, and eradication of violence against women?  Does it address all forms of violence against women?  Are evaluations conducted regarding its implementation and any problems in that regard?

If such a program exists: 

a. when was it established? 

b. what period does it cover?

c. how it is executed and evaluated? 

d. how is it disseminated and promoted? 

e. has there been a multisectoral approach in which  government institutions and civil society participate in drawing up the plans?

f. are there any penalties for failing to comply with national plans?

If not, which measures have been taken to establish one?

Response to Question 13:

No formal national action plan in place, however, this is an expected outcome of the said Multi-Sectoral Project-lead agencies the Women’s Bureau and Dominica National Council of Women:

In 2005, “An Integrated, Multi Sectoral Approach for improved Implementation of Existing Laws, Policies, plans of actions to address Violence Against Women and girls” was prepared, however, the process did not get beyond the leading agencies.

However, Action/interventions to address Violence Against Women forms part of programmes of the Bureau of Gender Affairs, Women’s organizations and other key partners like the Police with a high level of collaboration. 

Question 14:

Is the topic of violence against women addressed in the following national plans/plans of action/strategies on:

a)
education 
b)
employment and income

c)
poverty eradication?

d)
gender equity and equality?
e)
health?

f)
HIV / AIDS?
g)
public security/crime prevention?

h)
other? Please specify: .

In the event it is addressed, kindly describe how violence against women is addressed in those plans/plans of actions/strategies.  If not, which measures have been taken to implement it?

Response to Question 14:

The National Gender Policy recommends or advocates for the following to address domestic violence, gender based violence or intra-familial violence:

· Strengthening the family unit through legislative changes and changes in judiciary practices, ensuring that relevant mechanisms e.g. Family court, and education of  Members of the Judiciary on issues of gender and development 

· An integrated approach for addressing the problem of gender based violence, capitalizing on both Governmental and non-governmental actors involved in the area. 

· Continued education/gender sensitization as key to changing the mentality/attitude and the perception of members of the public and with greater role played by the media as well as the church should 

· Capacity strengthening of the Gender Machinery 

· Public awareness of services and procedures available and improved services

· Counseling support network and training programme at paraprofessional level

· Establish a Crisis Centre or operationalize the existing one (DNCW)

· Provide specialized assistance for main groups of victims and perpetrators e.g. rehabilitation/treatment of perpetrators, health care for victims, shelter/homes financial assistance

· Devise a proper data collections system for reports of domestic violence

· A core of gender sensitive men at the community level, as an important vehicle to influence change in the attitude and mentality of their counterparts. 

· Integrating into the Health and Family Life School Curriculum gender concerns in relation to domestic violence 

· Parenting/life skills to be mandatory which could be institutionalized through the school Parent Teacher Association, Health Centre Programmes, and the Youth Division. 

· Economic empowerment for the disadvantaged through mechanisms such as a revolving fund in place increased role by private sector, and improved collaboration 

Leading up to the adoption of the said policy and currently there has been consistent effort to implement several of these recommendations by the Bureau of Gender Affairs in collaboration with its various partners.  Successes include:

· Advocacy and lobbying resulting in policy and legislative changes e.g. 1998 Amendment to the Sexual Offences Act, 2001 Protection against Domestic Violence Act

· Increased collaborative and coordinated effort and a stronger voice on gender issues –domestic violence; gender based violence

· Increased sensitization of key gender issues by various interest groups and the public

· Research and improved data collection and increasing trend of the integration of gender across sectors; a number of available reports on the status of women and men in Dominica, on issues of Domestic Violence and compliance to CEDAW

· A more integrated approach to respond more effectively to the problem of gender based violence, capitalizing on both Governmental and non-governmental especially through the project “A Multisectoral Approach to Responding to Violence Against Women and Girls”. 

· Counseling and referral services for women, men and families

· Increased involvement of men in the fight against gender based violence

· Improved partnership and networking

· Skills training geared at the economic empowerment of disadvantaged women

Question 15:

Are there plans to offer training (not isolated or sporadic training sessions) to the following on the topic of violence against women, women’s rights, in the framework of the Convention of Belem do Para:

a. Lawmakers?
b. Justice system personnel (judges, prosecutors, paralegals, special family violence units in the police force and other public functionaries)?
c. Health system personnel?
d. Educators?
e. Military and police forces?
f. Women’s social and community-based organizations 
g. Specialized units to deal with violence?
h. Others?  Please specify.
If such training exists, describe their characteristics and the topics considered, and indicate how frequently they are held.  If not, which measures have been taken to include them?

Response to Question 15:

Training programmes for lawmakers, law enforcement, health personnel and justice system personnel are held as part of the activities within the Bureau of Gender Affairs Corporate Plan.  One Chief Magistrate, and local attorney attended an International seminar on CEDAW.  Continuous training on the issue of violence against women are held with the Gender Focal Points in the different ministries.

Question 16:

Does the State promote the participation of civil society in:

a) Design of the Plan/Action/Strategy?

b) Monitoring and Evaluation of the Plan/Action/Strategy

c) Execution of conjoint projects or collaboration in activities? Please specify.

d) Others? Please specify.

Response to Question 16:

There is a high level of collaboration among the Bureau of Gender Affairs and other social partners on matters relating to domestic violence and violence against women. This is quite visible especially during major national and international observances during the Period of activism on violence against women and International Women’s Day.

It has become more evident following the implementation of the Integrated Multi –Sectoral project referred to in previous responses. There is also an increase in men’s participation in the campaign to reject violence against women.

Additionally, in the preparation of the CEDAW Report, one-on-one meetings are held with members from civil society and prior to submission of the first draft report; it is circulated for final comments and presented to civil society. 

Question 17:

Are there cooperation agreements with the media and publicity agencies to promote women rights and disseminate the contents of the Convention of Belem do Para?

Response to Question 17:

There are no cooperation agreements with the media to disseminate the contents of the Convention of Belem do Para; however, radio and television programmes are scheduled to address the Conventions as part of the Bureau of Gender Affairs regular programme.

Question 18:

Has there been an increase in the number of entities in charge of receiving complaints of violence against women?  If so, identify the type of institution, on which date it occurred, how many were added and where they are located?  If not, indicate why that number did not increase and the measures taken in that regard.

Response to Question 18:

There has been an increase in the number of entities in charge of recording complaints of violence against women.  In the past, the Police Station was the primary institution; however the Bureau of Gender Affairs have created a domestic violence network comprising of the Police Department, the Legal Aid Clinic, the Welfare Department, Dominica National Council of Women and the Bureau of Gender Affairs.

Question 19:

Are there any administrative provisions or others that ease access to justice for women and guarantee due process, such as:

a)
Specialized officers?

b)
Private spaces?

c)
Free legal services?

d)
Interpreters in indigenous languages?

e)
Guidelines on confidentiality and data protection of the victim, her  family and/or witnesses?

f)
Others? Please specify……………………… 

Please also explain what measures are taken so that rural, indigenous and afro-descendent women can access to justice. 
Response to Question 19:

There are no legal limitations in terms of free access to justice in Dominica.  Both men and women have equal rights and access to justice.  The Legal Aid Clinic provides free legal services. However, records indicate that mainly women access this service, particularly in cases of abuse.  In some cases, there are specialized officers who can deal with cases of violence.  It must be noted that there are no government-funded safe houses.  A local NGO – Dominica National Council of Women provide limited housing for women living in abusive homes for those who require such service.

Question 20:

Which of the following mechanisms are in place for ensuring the effectiveness of measures to protect women, their relatives, and/or witnesses in cases of violence?

a) Funds for transportation?

b) Mechanisms for rescuing women?

c) Change of identity?

d) Witness protection?

e) Clearance for leaving the country?

f) Secure networks for reference?

g) Others? Please specify…………………

Response to Question 20:

Presently, the mechanisms listed above are not available.  Due to demography of the country, and culture, domestic violence and other cases of violence are treated in terms of legal prosecution.  There are not enough resources to fully protect the victim.  Under the Protection Against Domestic Violence Act, a protection order can be placed against the assailant.  

Question 21:

Are there assessments and studies on how much time it actually takes to provide protection orders after a complaint is reported? Are there statistics on how many and what type of protection orders were granted last year to women victims of violence as compared to the total number of protection orders requested?
Response to Question 21:

Protection Orders are granted almost immediately as it is clearly stated in the Protection Against Domestic Violence Act.  However, there are no assessments or studies undertaken by the Departments involved due to strained human resources.  It is hoped that with the creation of the domestic violence network will ensure that all data as it relates to violence is recorded and published.

Question 22:

Are there any protocols of care for women, girls, and female adolescents who are victims of violence, in the official language and in indigenous languages, for use by: 

a)
The police and the staff of entities that receive complaints?

b)
Prosecutors’ offices?

c)
Health system personnel?

d)
Others? Please specify
If such a protocol exists, kindly attach a copy.  If not, or if only an official language version exists, explain the measures taken to draft one and/or translate it.
Response to Question 22:

There are no official protocols; however, in child abuse (children under 18) cases, there’s a reporting protocol between the schools, health, welfare division and police department.  

Question 23:

Do judges and prosecutors use the Convention of Belém do Pará and international human rights treaties in their judgments and rulings?  Has a study or an assessment been made of the use of these instruments in the work of judges and prosecutors? If such a study exists, please outline its main conclusions and/or the relevant judgments. 
Response to Question 23:

There are no records of Judges and magistrates using the Convention of Belem do Para and other international human rights treaties in their rulings.

Question 24:

Are there studies or assessments on judges and prosecutors about: 

a)
the influence of stereotypes, prejudices, myths and customs in the prosecution of cases of violence against women; and how these affect the trial and/or the sentencing?

b)
If judges and other judiciary officers take into account or use negatively the personal history of the victim or her previous sexual experience in delivering the sentence?

If such a study exists, please outline its main conclusions and/or the relevant judgments.

Response to Question 24:

No official studies or assessments have been undertaken.

IV.
SPECIALIZED SERVICES

Question 25:

Has the number of government (not civil society) shelters and integrated support centers for women victims of violence and their children increased over the past four years?  If so, please indicate how many have been added and where they are located.  If not, what measures have been taken to increase their number and when are the new shelters and support centers expected to begin to operate?
Response to Question 25:

Presently, there are no government-funded shelters for female victims.

Question 26:

Over the past four years has the coverage of free specialized services provided by the government (not civil society) expanded and/or been enhanced, for example:

a)
Free pre-trial legal counsel?

b)
Free legal counsel during trials?

c)
Free 24-hour national telephone hotlines?

d) Health care programs, including Sexual health programs and services for legal interruption of pregnancy? 

e) Psychological counseling, therapy, support and self-help groups?

f) Other? Please specify
If they have increased and/or enhanced, please explain how.  If not, explain why and the measures taken to ensure such an increase and/or enhance.
Response to Question 26:

The Legal Aid Clinic has been operating since 2003.  The services of the Clinic have been promoted over the last four years mainly by referrals from the Police, the Bureau of Gender Affairs, and other institutions.  Women’s groups also promote the services of the Clinic.  In cases of emergency the fire services are called (999).  For criminal matters, a report has to be made to the Police.

Question 27:

Are there information campaigns for the promotion of these services among women?
Response to Question 27:

Yes; local institutions (both governmental and non-governmental) promote the availability of these services. 

Question 28:

Have existing services mentioned in questions 25 and 26, as well as client satisfaction been evaluated?  If so, describe the results of those evaluations and the measures taken by the State to comply with the recommendations and improve services.  If not, describe the measures being taken to conduct an evaluation this year.

Response to Question 28:

An overall evaluation of the system is a measure which can be undertaken in the upcoming year with the specific objective being to determine the effectiveness of the services and client satisfaction.  However, it must be noted that in the past, evaluation of such services were undertaken as part of individual projects such as the Multi-sectoral Approach to end violence against women and the study to enable the preparation of pilot interventions to address intersections between HIV/AIDS and Violence Against Women in Barbados and Dominica.

V.
BUDGET

Question 29:

In the past four years, what percentage of the national budget has been allocated to programs to combat violence against women (not only family or domestic violence)? Please specify if the source of such allocations are public funds, private funding or international cooperation. 

Response to Question 29:

The national budge has no specific allocations to programs that aim at addressing violence against women.  The Bureau of Gender Affairs under the Ministry of Social Services, Community Development and Gender Affairs, is granted about 3% of the government’s budget (EC$320,000 – EC$340,000) annually to execute its programs.  As part of the Bureau’s programs there are allocations made to address violence against women. 

Question 30:

In the past four years, what percentage of the annual national budget has been allocated to:

a)
Women’s police stations, prosecutors or other entities that receive complaints?

b)
Training of functionaries?

c)
Specialized services: women’s shelters, free help hotlines, free legal advisory services, free legal counsel, and free psychological counseling? 

d)
Campaigns to prevent violence against women?

e)
Health services for women affected by violence nationwide?

f)
Other? Please specify
Response to Question 30:

There are no women’s police stations; police stations are unisex but much needs to be done in terms of better accommodations for female police officers.  Additionally, its not possible to state budget allocations as these programs fall under the headings of separate ministries.  The government does provide a yearly contribution to the Dominica National Council of Women to address violence against women.

VI.
INFORMATION AND STATISTICS

Question 31:

In the past four years, has the State conducted studies and research on violence against women and/or implementations of the Convention of Belém do Pará in your country?  If so, present the main conclusions of those studies and indicate whether any type of follow-up has taken place at the national level. If not, which measures have been taken to conduct them?

Response to Question 31:

The state has not conducted studies on the Convention of Belem do Para due to inadequate human resources.  There are consultations held island wide on issues of violence against women.  Minimal research has been conducted on the issue of violence against women – the multi-sectoral violence against women project is one such research project undertaken. 

Question 32:

In the past four years, which activities have taken place to promote and support research on violence against women, in coordination with civil society organizations and with academic institutions in your country?
Response to Question 32:

As part of the Integrated Multi sectoral project undertaken jointly by the Bureau of Gender Affairs and the Dominica National Council of Women in collaboration with nine other government and non government agencies, one component was related to an unpublished study on the Legal and Policy framework for Responding to violence Against Women. Among other recommendations, this study found that more in-depth studies be done to gain understanding of the impact of domestic violence/gender based violence on the socio-economic and of the various correlates to better inform policy action.
Question 33:

In the past four years, have surveys been periodically conducted on: 

a)
Violence against women? 

b)
Women’s understanding of their rights? 

c)
Women’s familiarity with the public services available, in the event that they are victims of violence?

d)
Other? Please specify

If such surveys have been conducted, indicate whether the survey interviewers were given prior training on the topic and the methodology used, and report on the survey results. If not, report on measures taken to conduct such a survey.
Response to Question 33:

Yes; periodic research has been conducted and the survey interviews were given prior training.  Overall, women in Dominica are aware of their rights and are familiar with public and private services available to assist them,

Question 34:

Have publicly accessible records been kept of the number and characteristics of reports or cases of violence against women (not only family, intra-family, or domestic violence) by:

a)
The police and other entities that receive complaints?

b)
The courts and prosecutors’ offices?

c)
Health care services?

d)
Other? Please specify ………………………………..

If these records are kept, report on the number of complaints received each year and on any other data collected on the victim, disaggregated by age, geographical location, ethnicity, marital status, educational level, occupation and relationship to the aggressor.  If not, report on the measures taken to establish these records
Response to Question 34:

The Police Department provides data on crime in general based on reports and indicatable.  The data however, is not disaggregated by age, geographical location, ethnicity, marital status, educational level, occupation. 

Question 35:

Is any information from the past four years available on:

a)
The number of women victims of violence each year by age, marital status, type of violence, and geographic location?

b)
The number of cases of violence against women that were prosecuted as compared to the total number of complaints of violence against women?

c)
The number of convictions for violence against women as compared to the total number of complaints?

d)
The number of women victims of femicide each year by age, marital status, and geographical location?

e)
The number of convictions for femicide as compared to the total number of cases recorded?

f)
Other? Please specify ……………………………….

If such information is available, kindly provide figures. If not, explain the measures taken to obtain such figures in the future.
Response to Question 35:

There is information available recording the incidences of violence against women; however the information has not yet been dissected by age, marital status, geographic location, convictions etc.  The Domestic Violence Network Project will provide a central registry for the collection of the said data.

Question 36:

Is there any mechanism or body for coordination between the institutions for women/gender and the public entities that draw up and compile national statistics, to improve the compilation of data on violence against women?  If such a mechanism or body exists, please explain which one, its purpose and functions.
Response to Question 36:

The Bureau of Gender Affairs is the government’s machinery charged with the implementation of gender mainstreaming and the advancement of women.  The Bureau has always undertaken some form of data collection to a limited degree.  However, since 2007, the Bureau, in a effort to strengthen this aspect of its portfolio and as part of the Integrated multi-sectoral project some improvement has been realized in this regard.  Further strengthening is anticipated through a supplementary project currently being implemented aimed at data collection for both domestic violence and gender-based violence. This project is multi-faceted and will include other institutions such as the Police Department, Statistical Division, Legal Aid Clinic, Welfare Division and the Dominica National Council of Women.

