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The Right to Gender Transformative Communication
and the 2030 Sustainable Development Agenda
November 2nd, 2015 – 9:00 AM - 12:00 PM | Hall of the Americas, OAS 
Over the past years we have witnessed important advances in the field of communications. Thanks to technological progress, global access to information continues to increase, along with new opportunities for women's participation in communications sectors and the media; as well as increasing dissemination of information on women. We frequently see, however, that communications networks are used to portray stereotyped and degrading images of women that perpetuate violence against them. 

Similarly, women do not participate equally in decision-making positions in news media organizations, nor in the presentation of news about important issues, and are left out as news subjects and in media coverage in general. Women are subject to false representations and are not given enough credit for their contributions and participation in society. Very few women hold leading positions or serve on boards of directors for bodies that influence media policy. 

This reflects the reproduction of patriarchy that drives resistance to a gender approach in public, private, local, national and international media organizations through the continued projection of negative and degrading images of women, charged with prejudice and stereotypes, in media communications - electronic, print, visual and audio. In addition, media in most countries do not provide a balanced picture of women's diverse lives and contributions to society in a changing world and insist on portraying women in their traditional roles, relegated to the private sphere.

In achieving equality it is imperative to involve the media and advertising agencies in the promotion of a gender-sensitive journalism that fosters equal representation of men and women, in both news content and advertisement. It also requires ensuring the absence of stereotypes and discriminatory phrases and images that portray women as objects and undermine their dignity. 

Twenty years ago, in September of 1995, the Fourth World Conference on Woman Declaration and Platform of Action was celebrated in Beijing. Governments committed to adopt measures to foster a balanced, non-stereotyped image of women and to refrain from presenting women as inferior beings and exploiting them as sexual and consumption objects. 

In ratifying the Belem do Para Convention, States Parties agreed to undertake measures to prevent, punish and eradicate violence against women and to encourage the communications media to develop appropriate media guidelines in order to contribute to the eradication of violence against women in all its forms, and to enhance respect for the dignity of women (article 8, g). 
In the Declaration of Pachuca "Strengthening efforts to prevent violence against women", issued from the Hemispheric Forum Belem do Para +20 (May, 2014), parties agreed to foster the elimination of gender stereotypes and sexist, discriminatory images and messages in communications media, respect freedom of expression and promote gender-sensitive and discrimination-free communication. 

Following on these commitments and in the framework of the 2030 Sustainable Development Agenda, the CIM seeks to open a hemispheric debate to foster gender transformative communication, based on the exchange of good practices, with a view to driving changes in communications media attitude and practices. 

AGENDA

9:00-9:10
Opening 
· Ambassador Nestor Mendez, OAS Assistant Secretary General
9:10-10:10
Gender transformative communication and the 2030 Sustainable Development Agenda
· Sandra Chaher, President of the Civil Association Communication for Equality
· Marcela Gabioud, Vice-President of the World Association for Christian Communication for Latin America (WACC-AL)
· Enriqueta Cabrera, former Director Channel 11 Mexico
· Edison Lanza, Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression, Inter-American Commission of Human Rights (ICHR/OAS)
Moderator: Sergio Jellinek, Advisor of the OAS Secretary General  
10:10-10:25  
Q & A session
10:25-11:10
Practices in gender transformative communication 
· Mariana Carbajal, Journalist, Página 12, Argentina
· Dawnette Hinds-Furzer, representative from WMW Jamaica (formerly Women's Media Watch Jamaica)

· Carolyn Byerly, co-founder of the Howard Media Group, School of Communications, Howard University
Moderator: Ambassador Nilda Garré, Permanent Representative of Argentina to the OAS
11:10-11:25  
Q & A session
11:40

Closing remarks
· Carmen Moreno, Executive Secretary of the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM/OAS)

Following the event, a reception will be offered. 
Venue of the event

OAS Main Building, located on the corner of 17th Street and Constitution Ave., N.W., Washington, D.C. 

Live Webcast

The event will be streamed live in two languages (Spanish and English), through the OAS online platform, at the following links:

· Original:  http://www.livestream.com/OASLive2
· English:  http://www.livestream.com/OASEnglish2
· Spanish:  http://www.livestream.com/OASSpanish2
Follow us!

Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/ComisionInteramericanaDeMujeres 

Twitter

@CIMOAS https://twitter.com/CIMOAS 

To register, visit https://www.eventbrite.com/e/el-derecho-a-la-comunicacion-promotora-de-la-igualdad-de-genero-the-right-to-gender-transformative-tickets-18896407664
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