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Date of Entry: September 21, 2011
National Day:  21 September
Type of Government: Republic
Head of State: President George Abela
Head of Government: Prime Minister Lawrence Gonzi

Permanent Observer: Mr. Dennis Grech, Charge d’Affaires
Minister of Foreign Affairs: Tonio Borg
Representative of Malta to the United States: Charge d’affaires, a.i Dennis Grech
	ECONOMIC INDICATORS
	2006
	2007
	2008
	2009
	2010 (est)

	Population (in millions)
	0.408
	0.410
	0.414
	0.413
	0.414

	GDP (current US$) (in billions)
	6.4
	7.5
	8.7
	8.1
	8.3

	     GDP 

            per capita (current prices)
	15,725
	18,425
	21,053
	19,577
	19,746

	GDP, PPP (current international $) (in billions)
	8.8
	9.5
	10.2
	9.9
	10.4

	GDP growth (annual %)
	6.9
	6.8
	4.8
	0.1
	12.1


FOREIGN RELATIONS:
· Malta's diplomatic and consular representation includes accreditation to 158 foreign countries and international organizations;
· Malta is host to 20 resident diplomatic missions, and 135 countries have non-resident diplomatic representation;
· Malta is a participant in the United Nations, the Commonwealth, the Council of Europe, the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE), the Union for the Mediterranean (UfM); and
· Malta rejoined North Atlantic Treaty Organization’s Partnership for Peace in 2008 in which Malta has expressed its concern for the peace and economic development of the Mediterranean region.
FOREIGN POLICY OBJECTIVES:

· Address international aspects of illegal immigration;
· Actively contribute to further development and good governance within the Commonwealth;

· Promote stronger political and economic relations with the countries of Maltese migration;
· Work with the international Community to defeat terrorism and extremism;
· Promote democratization and further respect for the rule of law and human rights;

· Promote respect of the International Rule of Law and the prevention and peaceful resolution of conflict;

· Address issues like Energy Security, Climate Change, Small States, Aging and Children; and
· Maintain a special focus on furthering dialogue, peace, stability and prosperity in the Mediterranean and the

         Middle East.

malta Development Cooperation:
· Malta Overseas Development Policy is based on combating poverty through development;
· Malta places high priority on with the United Nations Millennium Development Goals and works through the European Union to channel its development aid, while targeting specific action areas for Malta;
· Presently, the projects Malta supports are focused mainly on:

· Information and Communications Technologies;

· Democratization and Good Governance;

· Migration and Asylum;

· Education, Training and Human Capacity Development;

· Health and HIV/AIDS;

· Gender Equality;

· Children;

· Climate Change;

· Trade and Investment; and
· Water.
· Malta’s development policy attaches special importance and focus to countries in the Horn of Africa and in Sub-Saharan Africa as well as Small States -particularly Small Island States; and
· In the Mediterranean and the Middle East Malta’s development assistance seeks to support and assist programs that focus on education, health and children.
OPERATIONAL FRAMEWORK OF MALTA’S DEVELOPMENT COOPERATION:

· Bilateral Cooperation: Malta seeks to promote assistance for priority basic needs of developing countries in order to meet long-term development goals;

· Multilateral Cooperation: Malta seeks opportunities to utilize its membership in multilateral fora and to actively contribute towards programs that specifically deal with development with a view to enhancing its aid effectiveness; and
· International Organizations: Malta seeks to make use of its expertise and knowledge to achieve its policy objectives.
MALTESE DIPLOMATIC MISSIONS AND CONSULAR REPRESENTATIVES IN THE AMERICAS:

· Malta has diplomatic missions in the following countries: United States of America
· Malta has a career consul-general representative in the following countries: Canada (Toronto)
· Malta has honorary consular representatives in the following countries: Argentina, Bahamas, Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Ecuador, Guatemala, Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, United States of America, Uruguay 
· Malta is represented through its Ministry of Foreign Affairs to the following countries: Antigua and Barbuda, Barbados, Belize, Dominica, El Salvador, Grenada, Guyana, Honduras, Jamaica, Mexico, Saint Lucia, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Trinidad and Tobago and Venezuela.
BILATERAL RELATIONS WITH OAS MEMBER STATES

· Canada :
· Both countries have negotiated a number of bilateral agreements on investment, taxation, social security, 
        film coproduction and audio-visual relations;

· Malta shares Canada’s interest in promoting United Nations reform;
· In 2010 bilateral trade amounted to €107.2mn ; and

· Malta supports a “Canada-European Union Closer Economic Partnership Agreement.”
· United States:
· Established diplomatic relations in 1964;
· Signed a double taxation agreement in August 2008, which has been ratified;
· A Refugee Resettlement Program, whereby over 400 third-country migrants have been resettled in the U.S. from Malta, is currently underway;
· In December 2008 Malta joined the Visa Waiver Program (VWP). This program allows citizens of certain countries to travel to the United States visa-free for tourist and business purposes for stays under 90 days; and;
· In 2010 bilateral trade amounted to € 424.8mn;
· Several U.S. firms are operating in Malta. These include major hotels, manufacturing and repair facilities, and some offices servicing local and regional operations.
Uruguay

· A Double Taxation Agreement is awaiting ratification.
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