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Date of Entry: October 19, 2011
National Day:  November 28







Type of Government: Parliamentary Democracy
Head of State: President Bamir Topi
Head of Government: Prime Minister Sali Berisha
Minister of Foreign Affairs: Edmond Haxhinasto
Permanent Observer to the OAS: Ambassador Gilbert Galanxhi (February 23rd, 2011)
	ECONOMIC INDICATORS
	2006
	2007
	2008
	2009
	2010 (est.)

	Population (in millions)
	3.15
	3.15
	3.17
	3.19
	3.20

	GDP (current US$) (in billions)
	9
	10.68
	12.98
	12.18
	11.57

	     GDP 

            per capita (current prices)
	2.89
	3.39
	4.1
	3.82
	3.61

	GDP, PPP (current international $) (in billions)
	18.3
	19.91
	21.94
	22.82
	23.63

	GDP growth (annual %)
	5
	6
	6
	2.8
	2.6


FOREIGN RELATIONS:
· Albania is a member of a number of international organizations, as well as multiple regional organizations and initiatives, including North Atlantic Treaty Organization, the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE), the United Nations (UN), the Stability Pact, the Adriatic Charter, and the World Trade Organization (WTO). 
FOREIGN POLICY OBJECTIVES:

· Integration to the European Union (application filed in 2009)
· Promotion of cooperation, development, peace and stability in Southern Europe.

· Development of economic and cultural diplomacy 

· Promotion of bilateral relations 

· Promotion of multilateral relations 
ALBANIAN DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS WITH OAS MEMBER STATES:

· Albania has formal diplomatic relations with the following OAS Member States: Argentina, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Cuba, Mexico, Panama, Peru, United States, and Uruguay.
· Albania has diplomatic missions in the following countries: Argentina, Brazil, Canada and the United States
BILATERAL RELATIONS WITH OAS MEMBER STATES:
· Argentina:

·  Both countries have signed cooperation agreements related to health, trade, culture, education and visa exemptions.

· Canada :

· The Canadian International Development Agency operates a local “Canada Fund” facility to support projects delivered by Albanian civil society organizations;

· Canada provides assistance to Albania in an anti-personnel mine destruction program to help the Albanian 
       military to destroy some 10,000 tons of small arms and light weapons ammunition. To date, Canada has 
       contributed US$500,000 to this project;

· In 2005 Albania joined the Canadian Military Training Assistance Program (MTAP) which aims at training 
       Albanian military officers in Canada; and
· Calgary’s Bankers Petroleum is Albania’s largest foreign investor, in a project seeking to develop Europe’s 
        largest on-land oil deposit in south central Albania. Canadian mining companies also invest and 
        participate commercially in cooper, zinc, gold and silver mining projects.

· United States:
· United States supports Albania’s European Union membership goal;
· Since 1991, the U.S. has provided Albania with more than US$677 million in assistance to strengthen democracy and support long-term development;

· Both countries are signatories to treaties including the 2003 Prevention of Proliferation of Weapons of Mass Destruction and the Promotion of Defense and Military Relations and the 2004 Supplementary Agreement to the Partnership for Peace Status of Forces Agreement, which defined the status of American military troops in Albania, further enabling military cooperation;
· Both countries have signed an agreement regarding the non-surrender of persons to the International Criminal Court;

· In 2003, Albania, Croatia, Macedonia, and the U.S. created the Adriatic Charter, modeled on the Baltic Charter, as a mechanism for promoting regional cooperation to advance each country's NATO candidacy; 
· In 2004, President George W. Bush authorized the use of the Nunn-Lugar Cooperative Threat Reduction program funds for projects in Albania, marking the first time such funds were used outside the former Soviet Union. With this funding the United States assisted the Government of Albania with the destruction of a stockpile of chemical agents left from the communist regime. Under this program, Albania became the first nation in the world to complete destruction of declared chemical weapons holdings under the Chemical Weapons Convention in July 2007; 
· In 2008, Albania was among the first countries selected to participate in the Threshold Program under the Millenium Challenge account, winning a grant of US$13.85 million and a second Threshold grant of US$15.7 million. The program promotes development, the rule of law and the fight against corruption; and,
· In 2009, the U.S. gave over US$18.91 million to Albania under the Support for East European Democracy (SEED) Act Program.
SOURCES:
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Albania
http://www.mfa.gov.al/
United States’ Department of State
www.state.gov
Foreign Affairs and International Trade Canada

http://www.international.gc.ca/international/index.aspx
Ministerio de Relaciones Exteriores, Comercio y Culto de la República de Argentina
http://www.mrecic.gov.ar/


IMF, World Economic Outlook Database

http://www.imf.org
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