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Secretary General, Vice Ministers, Ministers, Colleagues 

 

It is a great honour for me to attend this General Assembly of the OAS representing Germany as an 

Observer, and to express our full support for its work.  

 

Germany has been following the process of regional integration in the Americas closely and has been a 

partner of the OAS for many years now. Germany has increased her overall contributions to OAS 

projects substantially in 2012 and currently is the fourth largest donor among the permanent observers. 

In 2013 we have committed another important contribution to the successful project in support of 

victims’ groups in Colombia. With this additional effort we hope to make a contribution to support the 

Peace Process which has now entered a decisive stage. I would like to make use of this opportunity to 

commend the Government of Colombia on its prudent and balanced approach to solve this oldest and 

most violent internal conflict on the Continent. 

 

The German Government also financially supports a new project which aims at improving the access to 

justice by developing a reference framework for the hemisphere on the basis of the rulings of the Inter-

American Court.  

 

In this context I would like to mention that Germany follows the current discussion on the reform of the 

Inter-American Human Rights System with great interest. Germany supports the strengthening of 

Human Rights all over the world and we believe that regional Human Rights Conventions and regional 

Human Rights Courts play an important role in developing advanced Human Rights standards. In this 

respect the Inter-American HR System is a tremendous success story and an example for other regions 

to follow. We note with satisfaction that the OAS Member states intend to modernize and to strengthen 

this system even further.  

 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

The headline of this General Assembly, which reads “a comprehensive policy against the world drug 

problem in the Americas” is an issue widely discussed all over the world and vital to sustainable political, 

social and economic development of all countries affected.  

 



Germany's drug policy is guided by the slogan "The human being at centre stage". Our national strategy 

is built on four pillars, namely: prevention; counseling, treatment and rehabilitation; harm reduction; 

and repression. The decreasing trend in the consumption of most illicit drugs, the decreasing number of 

drug deaths, and the increasing number of people in substitution therapy, give us the certainty that we 

are following the right path at a national level.  

 

Worldwide, greater emphasis is still being placed on supply reduction and law enforcement policies. 

However, we believe that the same attention and the same priority should be given to demand 

reduction strategies. Our first priority must always be to prevent people from taking drugs. 

In Germany’s view, fighting the smuggling of illicit drugs is not just the responsibility of the countries 

where drugs are grown, but rather the duty of all countries affected by the drug trade. It is in this spirit 

that the German Government committed itself in its Strategy paper on cooperation with Latin America 

and the Caribbean to ever closer international cooperation. 

 

Germany will continue its active involvement in the joint EU-LAC Mechanism for Coordination and 

Cooperation on Drugs, who’s next High Level meeting will be held in Quito this June.  

 

We welcome the recent report of the OAS “on the Drug Problem in the Americas" and the intense and 

comprehensive discussion of this thought-provoking review of the current global policy on illicit drugs 

within the OAS. We follow closely further developments in this regard.  

 

Germany greatly appreciates the growing awareness that further efforts must be made to address the 

problem of illicit drugs. We value the regional and multinational approach that has been proposed and is 

certainly needed given the global threats posed by narco-traffic cartels and organized crime. I wish you 

and all of us fruitful discussions.  


