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Secretary General, Deputy Foreign Minister, Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,

it is a great honour for me to attend this 40th General Assembly of the Organization of American States, representing Germany as an Observer.

This organization has evolved into a successful forum for crisis prevention, conflict management and post-conflict peace-building in America. Cooperation with the OAS is of special significance for Germany. We have had observer status since 1972 and support the OAS efforts to foster stability by funding projects. 

I would like to name two examples which are specifically relevant to the theme of this year’s Assembly: “Peace, Security and Cooperation”.

The OAS election observation missions play a crucial role in safeguarding democracy and internal peace. The German Government has provided 200,000 US dollars for a project aimed at integrating the gender perspective into the methodology of the work of these missions. 

Since early 2008, the German Government has been providing funds for the OAS Mission to Support the Peace Process in Colombia. In an initial phase until the end of 2009, the German contribution of 500,000 Euros was used to carry out a pilot project in support of victims’ groups in the Norte de Santander Department. This project has now been extended to other regions as a result of its success. 

The German Government therefore has made available another half a million Euros to continue supporting the project.

Furthermore, we are cooperating with the OAS on key projects aimed at strengthening the inter-American human rights system, strengthening the participation of indigenous peoples in the inter-American system and bolstering truth and reconciliation processes in Latin America. Our contribution to the promotion of indigenous rights within the Inter-American System amounts to one million Euro.

Allow me to say something about humanitarian disasters. Only two weeks ago, I had the privilege to accompany the German Federal Minister for Economic Development and Co-operation, Mr Dirk Niebel, on a trip to Haiti, in order to assess the current situation and prepare future additional help. I would like to take this opportunity to commend the outstanding contribution the OAS has made in Haiti, indeed continues to make, including in the preparation of the elections. Germany's solidarity has become visible not only through the considerable official assistance provided bilaterally or through international organizations, but on top of that through more than 195 million Euros in private donations. 

Recent events, also elsewhere, have highlighted the importance of disaster reduction. Not long ago, Germany made a considerable contribution towards the Central America Small Valleys Flood Alert and Vulnerability Reduction Programme at the request of the OAS.

Ladies and gentlemen, Excellencies,

I am proud that Germany is one of the five largest donors among the permanent observers to the OAS. Our experience with the OAS as a project partner is very positive. I can assure you that we will do our best to further intensify this cooperation. We are open to any new ideas from your side. And I am especially pleased that we have invited a young OAS staff member to the next Executive Seminar for Diplomats from Latin America and the Caribbean at the Federal Foreign Office in Berlin.

Germany’s relations with your countries are marked by our shared values and cultural ties. Not only are the US and Canada our close allies. But I should like to mention specifically that the new German government has decided to let relations with Latin America and the Caribbean become more than before a “central element of German Foreign Policy”, as Foreign Minister Guido Westerwelle has said it himself. 

We are keen to work together with the states of Latin America and the Caribbean on this common basis I mentioned, in order to master the challenges facing us all in our globalized world – including in the United Nations, which we regard as a particularly appropriate forum for working together in this sense, and where Germany is interested to play an even more active role in the near future.

Thank you for your attention.

