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Mr. Chairman, 

Mr. Secretary General, 

Distinguished Delegates, 

 

It is my privilege and pleasure to participate in this important gathering of the American states. 

 

Thailand and Latin America relations 

 

o Thailand attaches great importance to connectivity between South East Asia/ASEAN and 

other sub-regions/regions. Over the years, we have increased our linkages with Latin 

American countries by promoting high level visits, trade and investment, tourism, 

cultural exchanges as well as technical cooperation. 

o The establishment of the Thai – Latin America Business Council in 2009, the current 

negotiations of the FTA Thailand – Chile and the regular technical cooperation with Latin 

American countries are the evidence of Thailand’s firm commitment to this region. 

 

Thailand’s role in the OAS 

 

o As a permanent observer in the OAS, Thailand has continued to actively engage with the 

Organization. For the past 5 years, Thailand has provided the OAS member countries 

with 118 scholarships for training, courses, both degree and non-degree, in fields 

requested by respective member countries. This year alone, Thailand has offered nine 

training courses on various fields; such as Sufficiency Economy and Grassroots Economic 

Development, Food and Nutrition Security, Sustainable Agriculture and Food Security, 

and Climate Change, etc. 

o The MoU for cooperation between Thailand and the OAS which is under consideration 

will cover areas of Professional Development, Tourism Management, Economic and 

Social Development, and Employment and Poverty Reduction. 

o Apart from collaboration through technical cooperation, Thailand also expects to share 

and exchange views on issues of common concern with the OAS such as disaster and risk 

management and food security. 

o Last but not least, Thailand has also rendered its assistance in kind and/or in cash, to the 

OAS member countries affected by the natural disasters such as in the aftermath of the 



2010 earthquake in Haiti, the earthquake in Chile and the severe landslide in Rio de 

Janeiro, Brazil 

 

Current Political Situation/Economic Situation 

 

o May I also take this opportunity to mention political situation in Thailand. After the 

political unrest last year, the situation has returned to normalcy and has become 

conducive for elections to be held. That is why we are currently moving towards the 

general elections, which is scheduled for 3 July 2011. 

o Our economy, despite the political tension and severe flooding early in the year, had 

registered an impressive growth rate of 7.8% in 2010, the second highest in Southeast 

Asia. This clearly reflects Thailand’s fundamental strength and resilience. 

 

Mr. Chairman, in concluding of my remarks, I would like to reaffirm Thailand’s potential and 

reiterate our wish to further develop our cooperation with both the Organization and the 

member countries. 

 

Thank you. 

 


