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Address by Ambassador Maria C. Lundqvist, Head of the Americas Department, MFA, at the meeting of Member States and Observers, in the margin of the General Assembly in Lima, 6th of June 2010
Mr Secretary General, 

Honorable Ministers and Heads of Delegations,

Ladies and Gentleman,

It is a great honor for me to speak before you here today. Sweden has been a permanent observer to the OAS since 1996 but our involvement in the region goes back much further. We have a long history of bilateral relations with Latin America, and cooperation primarily in the areas of human rights, democracy- and peace building. 

As a member of the European Union we also take part in the political dialogue, trade discussions and the cooperation programmes that are important components of the bi-regional partnership between our two continents, a partnership that was recently manifested at the EU-LAC Summit in Madrid. We also have a number of bilateral agreements between the EU and Latin American countries. 




* * *

Poverty and the extreme divide between rich and poor remain major challenges in Latin America. Half of the population in the region still lives below the poverty line and the income gap has continued to increase over the past fifteen years. Economic growth is an intrinsic part in achieving the social reforms needed to combat this trend.  But sound macroeconomic policies must go hand in hand with social programs aiming at poverty reduction.  The policy should emanate from a rights’ perspective and a poor people’s perspective where these people are seen as actors for their own development. 


                              * * *

The theme for this years GA meeting is “Peace, security and cooperation”. Peace and security is a prerequisite for development, in particular – sustainable development. An improved security situation will contribute to development and people’s way out of poverty, and should therefore be a part of any development policy. In this respect, it is also important to continue the fight against corruption. Children and women are particularly vulnerable in unsecure situations. In building peace and security, this must be reflected in our long-term engagements. It translates into protection of sexual and reproductive health and rights of women, a proper focus on education for girls and boys, and the advancement of gender equality. Women have the right to equal participation in formulating needs, designing solutions and deciding on the future of the country.
Sweden also recognizes the vulnerability of Latin American countries to the adverse effects of climate change. We must make sure that opportunities for sustainable development and achievement of the MDGs are maximized, also in post conflict areas.

 (In 2007 Sweden initiated an international Commission on Climate Change and Development. The Commission focused on climate change adaptation, development, development cooperation and its links to disaster risk reduction. It highlighted the human dimension of climate change adaptation and the local perspectives on issues relating to climate change. The approach of the Commission is of particular importance, as it is grounded in the conviction that the voice of the poor must be heard in the climate debate and in the UNFCCC negotiations.  One important conclusion from the Commission is: with the fundamental uncertainty of our times we must make our ability to manage risk the centre of our planning and development efforts. That is how we climate proof development and secure the MDGs. Sweden remains committed to the issue of adaptation to the impacts of climate change, and we will continue our work to assist developing countries to address both the immediate and mediate term needs within, as well as to forward this issue within the UNFCCC negotiating process.)

* * *
Seeking ways to prevent disputes by peaceful means is a cornerstone of Swedish foreign policy. It is of vital interest to all that the framework for confidence building measures between states is strengthened. As custodian of shared values and common interests, the OAS has a good insight into the causes of disputes and conflicts in the region and its role in regard to conflict management cannot be underestimated. The development over the last years has shown that regional organizations, along with the United Nations, have an important role to play in this quest. 
In order to meet all these challenges, Sweden supports continued efforts by the OAS to expand and further define its role, both when it comes to its capacity to act as well as its political role. Our continued trust in the OAS as a stabilizing factor in the region is well manifeste. Electoral observation, conflict resolution and verification of peace efforts all contribute to a more secure and peaceful region that is better positioned to meet the development challenges ahead.




* * *

Let me, finally, take the opportunity to share a few reflections stemming from Sweden’s continued support to the OAS mission in Colombia. 
In Colombia, a model has been set up where OAS member states and observers have contributed to a mission that has played a vital role in generating independent and relevant information in a process full of doubts, mistrust and insecurity. The Colombian Government, demobilized armed actors, civil society and the international community alike have all benefited from this stabilizing force that has generated trust in a difficult process. The continuous and recently increased field presence has been a key factor to gaining this privileged position.

With the completion of the demobilization, the Mission has now entered into a new demanding phase. The signing of an additional protocol to the mandate last January widens the scope of the mission’s work. Sweden, together with other donors, has therefore supported a comprehensive evaluation to give the OAS a basis in its quest to find a new role in Colombia. We are pleased to see that work has already started to strengthen the mission’s results based management as well as its management of gender issues. We are now looking forward to know how the OAS itself sees its future role in Colombia and in what way it’s added value and experience can be put to its best use.




* * *
Now, I would like to conclude by thanking Peru for its hospitality and the secretariat for the excellent meeting arrangements and for organizing this venue between members and observers.  

Thank you!

